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2005 w
as a b

usy an
d

 p
ro

d
uctive year fo

r Slig
o

C
o

un
ty C

o
un

cil w
ith

 a n
um

b
er o

f im
p

o
rtan

t
p

ro
jects co

m
in

g
 to

 fruitio
n

.  

The Sligo Inner Relief Road w
as officially op

ened on 2nd
Sep

tem
b

er 
2005. 

This 
is 

the 
larg

est 
infrastructural

p
roject 

undertaken 
by 

this 
authority, 

and 
the 

high
standard of the w

ork reflects great credit on the p
roject

team
. The delivery of the relief road w

ill help
 p

osition
Slig

o 
as 

th
e 

p
rem

ier 
econ

om
ic 

g
atew

ay 
of 

th
e

northw
est, 

re-affirm
ing 

its 
status 

under 
the 

national
sp

atial strategy. O
ur m

ain objective under the strategy is
to 

acq
uire 

a 
critical 

m
ass 

of 
infrastructure, 

facilities,
services 

and 
p

op
ulation 

to 
facilitate 

the 
grow

th 
of

business in this region. A
t the official op

ening of the
Inner Relief Road,   M

inister for Transp
ort M

artin C
ullen,

TD
, confirm

ed that balanced regional develop
m

ent is an
econ

om
ic 

an
d

 
p

olitical 
im

p
erative, 

an
d

 
th

is 
w

ill
und

erp
in 

the 
continuing

 
g

row
th 

of 
Slig

o 
and

 
the

northw
est.

The com
p

letion of this €
74 m

illion p
roject w

ill serve as
a catalyst for p

rogress in other areas, and the tangible air
of op

tim
ism

 around Sligo is reflected in the grow
th and

develop
m

ent of other tow
ns and villages in our county.

The Inner Relief Road is also a  landm
ark achievem

ent in
the context of our strategic road netw

ork. O
ver the

com
in

g
 

years 
w

e 
h

op
e 

to 
p

rog
ress 

th
e 

W
estern

D
istributor Road, the re-alignm

ent of the N
15, and the

p
rovision of an eastern river crossing.

O
ver the last year I had the p

rivilege of serving as C
hair

of the C
ounty Sligo H

eritage Forum
, and I can’t sp

eak
highly enough of the vision and com

m
itm

ent of the
m

em
bers of the forum

 w
ho w

ork tirelessly to foster a
g

reater 
p

ub
lic 

aw
aren

ess 
con

cern
in

g
 

our 
un

iq
ue

heritage.  

D
uring 

m
y 

term
 

as 
C

athaoirleach 
I 

have 
had 

the
w

elcom
e 

op
p

ortunity 
of 

visiting 
m

any 
group

s 
and

com
m

un
ity 

association
s 

th
roug

h
out 

C
oun

ty 
Slig

o.
W

hile it is often said that the culture of volunteerism
 is

one the w
ane, m

y exp
erience is that the heartbeat of

any com
m

unity is the dedicated p
eop

le w
illing to give

freely of their tim
e for the com

m
on good. 

C
o

un
cillo

r Patsy B
arry

C
ath

ao
irleach

2005 w
as a busy and

productive year for Sligo
C

ounty C
ouncil w

ith a
num

ber of im
portant

projects com
ing to fruition.  

Introduction by Cathaoirleach Councillor Patsy Barry
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Th
roug

h
out 2005 Slig

o C
oun

ty C
oun

cil w
orked

to en
h

an
ce th

e lives of th
ose livin

g
 an

d
 w

orkin
g

in
 Slig

o b
y in

vestin
g

 €
112 m

illion
 in

 th
e d

elivery
of key in

frastructure an
d

 services. 

This includes investm
ent in roads, w

ater and w
astew

ater
facilities. 

In
 

p
artn

ersh
ip

 
w

ith
 

local 
ag

en
cies 

an
d

 
th

e
com

m
unities, 

the 
authority 

encouraged 
and 

sup
p

orted
investm

ent in com
m

unity, social and cultural facilities.  The
council also delivered its range of services and ensured that
custom

ers had access to the inform
ation they needed and

w
ere p

rovided w
ith a q

uick resp
onse.

In 
2005 

w
e 

put 
in 

place 
a 

Procurem
ent 

and 
Project

M
anagem

ent Team
 to help w

ith the procurem
ent of services

and projects on our behalf.  Through their w
ork on projects

such as the O
ne Stop Shop at Riverside, H

ousing PPP’s at
C

arney and Ballinode, the team
 endeavours to develop best

practice in the procurem
ent function, to harness for the

benefit of the A
uthorities m

odern innovative procurem
ent

processes 
and 

opportunities 
and 

to 
oversee 

the 
project

m
anagem

ent of specific capital w
orks in both Sligo city and

county. 

The regeneration project underw
ay in C

ranm
ore continues

to involve a m
ulti-agency approach w

ith representatives
from

 
Sligo 

Borough 
C

ouncil, 
the 

C
om

m
unity 

and 
local

service providers participating in the regeneration process.
A

s an active participant I have recognised the benefits of
taking a m

ulti-agency approach.  This is a long-term
 project

and w
e hope that it w

ill reap benefits for those w
ho live in

the C
ranm

ore com
m

unity and in Sligo city.

O
ur investm

ent in Library services w
as rew

arded w
ith the

shortlisting of Tubbercurry library for the prestigious C
ILIP

Public Library Aw
ards w

hich resulted in the library w
inning

the 
m

uch 
coveted 

‘H
ighly 

C
om

m
ended 

– 
H

eart 
of 

the
C

om
m

unity Aw
ard’.  This is significant as it acknow

ledges
the im

portant role our libraries play w
ithin the com

m
unity. 

Providing a quality service and response to the custom
ers w

e
serve 

is 
at 

the 
centre 

of 
the 

ongoing 
custom

er 
service

program
m

e that Sligo Local A
uthorities are im

plem
enting.

A
ctions taken recognise the need for attention to the tim

ely
delivery 

of 
services 

of 
a 

high 
quality, 

m
easured 

against
p

erform
an

ce 
in

d
icators, 

p
erson

n
el 

train
in

g
 

an
d

developm
ent in custom

er care, and m
ore openness and

transparency in decision m
aking.

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil is conscious that each custom
er has

different needs and that contact is m
ade in a variety of w

ays.
A

s a result initiatives are developed and im
plem

ented to
benefit 

custom
er 

groups 
in 

areas 
such 

as 
consultation,

com
m

unication, com
plaints, inform

ation / com
m

unications
technology, 

partnership 
w

ith 
staff 

and 
partnership 

w
ith

public representatives.

H
ub

ert K
earn

s
C

o
un

ty M
an

ag
er

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil 
is conscious that each

custom
er has different needs

and that contact is m
ade 

in a variety of w
ays.
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Council Members / Map of Electoral Area

Slig
o

/D
rum

cliffe A
rea Elected

 M
em

b
ers

C
llr. V

ero
n

ica C
aw

ley 
Lab

o
ur Elected 2004

St. M
artin, 

Rathbraughan, Sligo
(071) 9170267 /

0876494723
caw

leyveronica@
eircom

.net

C
llr. Patsy B

arry
Fian

n
a Fáil Elected 1999

G
range, 

C
o. Sligo

(071) 9163168 / 087 2727588
barryp

atsy@
eircom

.net 

C
llr. Ita Fo

x
Fin

e G
ael Elected 1985

C
olgagh, C

alry, C
o. Sligo

(071) 9144932 /
0872077704
foxita@

eircom
.net 

C
llr. Jud

e D
evin

s
Fian

n
a Fáil Elected 2004

25 Beechw
ood C

ourt,
Ballytivnan, Sligo
087 2021566
jfdevins@

hotm
ail.com

C
llr. Jo

e Leo
n

ard
Fin

e G
ael Elected 1985

C
loonaghbaw

n, 
Ballinful, C

o. Sligo
(071) 9163443 / 9163548
leonardjoe@

eircom
.net

Slig
o

/Stran
d

h
ill A

rea Elected
 M

em
b

ers

C
llr. D

eclan
 B

ree
Lab

o
ur Elected 1974

1 H
igh Street, Sligo

(071) 9145490
087 2470802
dbree@

eircom
.net

C
llr. A

lb
ert H

ig
g

in
s

Fian
n

a Fáil1974
C

arraroe, Sligo
(071) 9160129
0876772049
higginsalbert@

eircom
.net

C
llr. Jim

 M
cG

arry
Lab

o
ur

Elected 1991
O

akfield,
Sligo
(071) 9161515 / 086 6007575
m

cgarryjim
@

eircom
.net

D
ro

m
o

re W
est A

rea Elected
 M

em
b

ers

C
llr. M

ary Barrett
Fin

e G
aelElected 1991

‘D
erk H

ouse’, 
Skreen, C

o. Sligo
(071) 9166753 / 086 8102738
barrettm

ary@
eircom

.net

C
llr. Paul C

onm
y

Fin
e G

aelElected 1991
M

eenaun, 
C

ulleens, C
o. Sligo 

(096) 36499 / 086 8406330
p

aulconm
y@

eircom
.net

C
llr. Josep

h Q
ueenan

Fian
n

a FáilElected 1999
Lacknaslieva, 
Enniscrone, C

o. Sligo 
(096) 36449 / 087 6214422
q

ueenanjosep
h@

eircom
.net 

C
llr. D

eird
re H

ealy M
cG

ow
an

Fian
n

a FáilElected 2004
Breeogue, Knocknahur, 
C

o. Sligo
(071) 9168604
dhm

c@
eircom

.net

C
llr. Im

eld
a H

en
ry

Fin
e G

aelElected 2004
Blue Lagoon, Riverside,
Sligo
(071) 9151011 / 087 8177777
im

eldahenry@
eircom

.net

C
llr. To

n
y M

cLo
ug

h
lin

Fin
e G

aelElected 1974
‘Beechlaw

n’, Barnasraghy, Sligo
(071) 9160768
087 2583748
m

cloughlintony@
eircom

.net

C
llr. Sean

 M
acM

an
us

Sin
n

 Féin
Elected 1999

5 M
ountain View

, 
M

augheraboy, Sligo
(071) 9161460 / 086 8198456
seanm

acm
anus@

eircom
.net

C
llr. Seam

us K
ilg

an
n

o
n

 
Fian

n
a Fáil

81 Rathedm
ond Estate, Sligo

(071) 9162695 / 
086 8243121
cllrseam

uskilgannon@
eircom

.net



M
u

lla
g

h
m

o
re

C
liffo

n
e
y

G
ra

n
g

e

C
a
rn

e
y

D
ru

m
cliffe

R
a
th

co
rm

a
cB

a
llin

to
g

h
e
r

B
a
llyso

d
a
re

C
o

llo
o

n
e
y

B
a
llin

a
ca

rro
w

R
ive

rsto
w

n
G

e
e
va

g
h

B
a
llin

a
fa

d

C
lo

o
n

lo
o

K
illa

ra
g

h
t

M
o

n
a
ste

ra
d

e
n

G
u

rte
e
n

B
u

n
n

in
a
d

d
e
n

T
U

B
B

E
R

C
U

R
R

Y

C
lo

o
n

a
co

o
l

A
cla

re

C
u

rryB
e
lla

g
h

y

C
o

o
la

n
e
y

Te
m

p
le

b
o

y
D

ro
m

o
re

 W
e
st

E
N

N
IS

C
R

O
N

E

E
a
ske

y

S
kre

e
n

B
A

LLY
M

O
T

E

R
o

sse
s P

o
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h
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S
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o
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m
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S
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tra
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d
h
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D
ro

m
o
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 W

e
st

B
a
llym

o
te

Tu
b

b
e
rcu

rry

D
e
n

o
te

s A
re

a
 O

ffice

C
llr. A

id
an

 C
o

lleary
Fian

n
a Fáil Elected 1985

C
ully, C

urry, 
C

harlestow
n PO

, C
o. Sligo

(094) 9254222 / 087 2610852
acollearyandco@

eircom
.net

C
llr. M

arg
aret G

o
rm

ley
In

d
ep

en
d

en
t Elected 1985

C
arrow

loughlin, 
Bunninadden, C

o. Sligo 
(071) 9183239 / 086 8394795
gorm

leym
argaret@

eircom
.net

C
llr. Jerry Lun

d
y

Fian
n

a Fáil Elected 2004
Rhue, 
Tubbercurry, C

o. Sligo
(071) 9185184 / 087 2900947
cllrjerrylundy@

eircom
.net

C
llr. M

ich
ael Flem

in
g

Fin
e G

ael Elected 1999
C

arrow
reagh C

oop
er , 

Tubbercurry, C
o. Sligo

(071) 9185264/ 087 6702903
flem

ingm
ichael@

eircom
.net

C
llr. M

artin
 B

aker
Fian

n
a Fáil

Elected 2004
2 A

rdkeerin, Riverstow
n, C

o. Sligo
(071) 9127472 / 9165650
086 1608334 
bakerm

artin@
eircom

.net

C
llr. Pat M

cG
rath

Fin
e G

aelElected 2004
A

rdnaglass, Ballym
ote,

C
o. Sligo 

(071) 9183225 / 087 6702792
p

jm
cgrath@

unison.ie

C
llr. G

erry M
urray

Fin
e G

ael Elected 1991
C

alterane, 
G

urteen, C
o. Sligo

(071) 9182016 / 087 6862147
cllrgerrym

urray@
eircom

.net 

C
llr. G

erard
 M

ullan
ey

Fin
e G

ael Elected 2004
H

ighw
ood, Kilm

actranny,
Boyle, C

o. Sligo
086 8221995
m

ullaneygerard@
eircom

.net

C
llr. Jo

h
n

 Sh
erlo

ck
Fian

n
a Fáil Elected 2004

Knox Park, Ballisodare, 
C

o. Sligo
(071) 9167506 / 086 1775435
cllrjohnsherlock@

eircom
.net

K
ey

C
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R

A
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A
P

B
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o
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rea Elected
 M
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Tub
b

ercurry A
rea Elected

 M
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b
ers
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Strategic Policy Committee Members

STR
A

TEG
IC

 PO
LIC

Y
 C

O
M

M
ITTEE M

EM
B

ER
S

SPC
 1 – EC

O
N

O
M

IC
 D

EV
ELO

PM
EN

T A
N

D
 PLA

N
N

IN
G

 PO
LIC

Y

C
llr To

n
y M

c Lo
ug

h
lin

 (C
h

airp
erso

n
), Beechlaw

n, Barnasraghy, Sligo

C
llr Patsy Barry, Rinroe, G

range, C
o. Sligo

C
llr A

idan C
olleary,C

ully, C
urry, C

harlestow
n PO

, C
o. Sligo

C
llr Jude D

evins, 34 C
lara C

ourt, Strandhill Road, Sligo

C
llr D

eirdre H
ealy M

c G
ow

an, Breeogue, Knocknahur, C
o. Sligo

C
llr Seam

us Kilgannon, 81 Rathedm
ond, Sligo

C
llr Sean M

ac M
anus, 5 M

ountain View
, M

augheraboy, Sligo

M
r M

ichael Keenan, Keenan C
onstruction Ltd., C

arraroe, C
o. Sligo

M
r G

erry H
ealy, Kevinsfort Ltd., 1O

’ C
onnell St., Sligo

M
s N

iam
h O

’ D
riscoll, U

nion W
ood Road, Ballisodare, C

o. Sligo

M
s Phil Tuohy, Kincullen, Aclare, C

o. Sligo

SPC
2

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TA

L PO
LIC

Y

C
llr Jim

m
y M

c G
arry (C

h
airp

erso
n

),
Tw

in O
aks, O

akfield, Sligo

C
llr M

ary Barrett, Ardabrone, D
rom

ard, C
o. Sligo

C
llr Paul C

onm
y, M

eenaun, C
ulleens, C

o. Sligo

C
llr M

ichael Flem
ing, C

arrow
reagh C

ooper, Tubbercurry, C
o. Sligo

C
llr A

lbert H
iggins, C

arrow
roe, C

o. Sligo

C
llr Rosaleen O

’ G
rady, 1 The O

rchard, Kevinsfort, Sligo

C
llr G

erry M
ullaney, H

ighw
ood, Kilm

actranny, Boyle, C
o. Sligo

M
r G

eroid O
’ C

onnor, C
am

bs, Ballym
ote, C

o. Sligo

M
s Sally W

ard, C
regg, Rosses Point, C

o. Sligo

M
r M

artin Enright, Raheen, Kilm
acow

en, C
o. Sligo

M
r Brendan Q

ueenan, C
astletow

n, Easkey, C
o. Sligo

SPC
3

TR
A

N
SPO

R
TA

TIO
N

 A
N

D
 IN

FR
A

STR
U

C
TU

R
A

L PO
LIC

Y

C
llr Jo

h
n

 Sh
erlo

ck (C
h

airp
erso

n
),

Knox Park, Ballisodare, C
o. Sligo

C
llr Ita Fox, C

olgagh, C
alry, C

o. Sligo

C
llr M

argaret G
orm

ley, C
arrow

loughlin, Bunninadden, C
o. Sligo

C
llr Jerry Lundy, Rhue, Tubbercurry, C

o. Sligo

C
llr G

erry M
urray, C

alterane, G
urteen, C

o. Sligo

C
llr Pat M

c G
rath, Ardnaglass, Ballym

ote, C
o. Sligo

M
r Padraig D

avey, The C
ottage, Ballure, C

logherevagh, C
o. Sligo

M
r G

erry Q
ueenan, C

abra, Rathlee, C
o. Sligo

M
s Rita A

nn Burke,Skreen, C
o. Sligo

SPC
4

H
O

U
SIN

G
 PO

LIC
Y, SO

C
IA

L &
 C

U
LTU

R
A

L D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T

C
llr Jo

e Q
ueen

an
 (C

h
airp

erso
n

),Lacknaslieva, Enniscrone, C
o. Sligo

C
llr M

artin Baker, 2 Ardkeerin, Riverstow
n, C

o. Sligo

C
llr Veronica C

aw
ley,St. M

artin, Rathbraughan, Sligo

C
llr Im

elda H
enry, O

rient, Pearse Road, Sligo

C
llr Joe Leonard,C

loonaghbaw
n, Ballinfull, C

o. Sligo

C
llr C

hris M
ac M

anus, 5 M
ountain View

, M
augheraboy, Sligo

C
llr D

eclan Bree, 1 H
igh Street, Sligo

M
r Frankie Brannigan, C

/o C
ourthouse, Teeling Street, Sligo

M
s Sharon Boles, Altvelid, Ballintogher, C

o. Sligo

M
r C

onor Fitzgerald, Atlanta Place, C
luin D

ara, G
urteen, C

o. Sligo

M
r G

erry C
ream

er, The Blennicks, Rosses Point, C
o. Sligo
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The C
ustom

er Service D
esk continues to provide a first point

of 
contact 

both 
for 

telephone 
callers 

and 
face 

to 
face

custom
ers, and enables Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil to provide an

inform
ed and prom

pt response to custom
ers. The C

ustom
er

Services 
D

esk 
provides 

general 
inform

ation, 
application

form
s and brochures for every service area of the Local

A
uthority as w

ell as answ
ering queries and dealt w

ith in
excess of 4,700 queries in 2005. The benefits of providing a
central custom

er service facility is that it provides custom
ers

w
ith a first point of contact for inform

ation. Sligo C
ounty

C
ouncil 

endeavour 
to 

m
ake 

it 
as 

easy, 
convenient 

and
pleasant as possible for custom

ers to do their business and
custom

ers can be confident that their query w
ill be dealt

w
ith efficiently by trained m

em
bers of staff. 

Staff from
 the C

ustom
er Service D

esk took p
art in the

O
p

tions Inform
ation Road Show

 hosted by Sligo Leader
Partnership

 and this involved going to different locations
throug

hout 
Slig

o 
nam

ely 
D

rom
ore 

W
est, 

Tub
b

ercurry,
G

range and G
leann and p

roviding inform
ation on services

offered by the Local A
uthority. This p

roved very successful
w

ith m
any agencies and sup

p
ort organisations available

under the one roof to share their inform
ation and advice

w
ith the p

ublic. They also p
articip

ated in the inform
ation

evening w
hich w

as held for m
igrant w

orkers and organised
by O

m
agh-Sligo Partnership

.

You can contact the C
ustom

er Service D
esk at 

(071) 9111111 or by e-m
ail at

custom
erservices@

sligococo.ie
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C
U
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M

ER
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V
IC

ES

�
Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil Staff ready to answ

er
q

ueries at the Inform
ation Road Show

 
(L-R)

Eam
on H

aran, C
om

m
unity and

Enterp
rise, Siofra Kilcullen, C

om
m

unity and
Enterp

rise D
evelop

m
ent O

fficer, 
D

eirdre Finnerty, Sp
ecial Projects O

fficer,
M

ary Boylan, C
ustom

er Services

C
O

R
PO

R
A

TE SER
V

IC
ES D

IR
EC

TO
R

A
TE



●
A

ssisting p
eop

le w
ho are in need of housing and w

ho
cannot afford it from

 their ow
n resources

●
Provision and m

anagem
ent of traveller

accom
m

odation

●
Liaison w

ith ap
p

roved Voluntary H
ousing O

rganisations
and other agencies in the p

rovision of accom
m

odation

●
Encouragem

ent of hom
e ow

nership
 through the

Shared O
w

nership
 Schem

e, Tenant Purchase Schem
e,

A
ffordable H

ousing Schem
e and various loan op

tions

H
O

U
SIN

G
 C

O
N

STR
U

C
TIO

N
The Social and Affordable H

ousing Action Plan 2004-2008, as
agreed w

ith the D
ep

artm
ent of Environm

ent, H
eritage &

Local G
overnm

ent in D
ecem

ber 2004, sets targets for the
C

ouncil to deliver a sp
ecified num

ber of units p
er year

across a range of housing op
tions such as Social, A

ffordable,
Voluntary and Part V H

ousing. This figure stands at 493 over
the life tim

e of the p
lan w

hich averages at an estim
ate of 98

units p
er annum

. This figure sets a challenge to the C
ouncil

in term
s of securing and p

rocuring adeq
uate land and

n
eg

otiatin
g

 
w

ith
 

b
oth

 
d

evelop
ers 

an
d

 
th

e 
Volun

tary
housing agencies. 

The H
ousing cap

ital allocation from
 the D

ep
artm

ent of the
Environm

ent, H
eritage and Local G

overnm
ent for 2005 w

as
€

9,650,000, w
hich w

as m
ade up

 as follow
s:

●
Local A

uthority H
ousing Program

m
e

€
9,500,000

●
Residential C

aravans &
 G

roup
 H

ousing for Travellers
€

150,000

The follow
ing sets out in sum

m
ary, p

rogress on the larger
housing schem

es:

The C
ouncil has alw

ays had a p
olicy of p

urchasing houses
on the op

en m
arket w

here the houses rep
resent value for

m
on

ey 
an

d
 

w
h

ere 
a 

d
em

an
d

 
exists. 

In
 

th
e 

curren
t

econom
ic clim

ate, it is not p
ossible to source m

any houses
on the op

en m
arket w

hich fall w
ithin the D

ep
artm

ent’s
ap

p
roved

 
unit 

cost 
b

ud
g

et. 
H

ow
ever, 

7 
houses 

w
ere

p
urchased on the op

en m
arket in 2005. In addition, w

ork
com

m
enced on 4 rural houses during the year.

PA
R

T V
Part V of the Planning and D

evelop
m

ent A
ct 2000, as

am
ended, has p

rovided a w
elcom

e op
p

ortunity to H
ousing

A
uthorities to secure land, housing units or m

oney to assist
w

ith delivering the H
ousing C

ap
ital Program

m
e. 

The H
ousing section of Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil provides a num

ber of
very im

portant services, covering every aspect of social housing:

Slig
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 C
o

u
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C
o

m
p

leted
 in

 2005
To

 b
e C

o
m

p
leted

 in
 2006

Ballinacarrow
3

Ballym
ote

4
Bunninadden

10
C

ollooney
10

G
range

6
G

eevagh
8

Ballisodare
18

C
oolaney

16

G
range

8
Ballisodare

8
C

ollooney
1

Riverstow
n

4
C

oolaney
2

Ballintogher
10

Ballym
ote

16
C

ulfadda
6

Easkey
6

Tubbercurry
10

To
tal:

75
To

tal:
71

Corporate Services Directorate
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The H
ousing Strategy states that 20%

 of eligible sites,
w

hich are the subject of new
 residential develop

m
ent, are

to be set aside for the develop
m

ent of social and affordable
housing. There are a variety of op

tions for com
p

liance w
ith

this req
uirem

ent but the p
referred op

tion of the H
ousing

A
uthority 

is 
to 

take 
units 

or 
land 

w
hich 

w
ill 

becom
e

available for a m
ix of social and affordable housing.

N
egotiations on Part V take p

lace as early as p
ossible in the

Planning Process w
hich p

rovides an op
p

ortunity for both
the 

Local 
A

uthority 
and

 
the 

d
evelop

er 
to 

secure 
an

outcom
e 

to 
their 

satisfaction. 
N

egotiations 
have 

been
ongoing w

ith develop
ers in resp

ect of all ap
p

lications w
hich

are w
ithin the areas zoned for residential develop

m
ent since

the adop
tion of the H

ousing Strategy. This involves a legal
ag

reem
ent 

b
etw

een 
the 

A
uthority 

and
 

the 
d

evelop
er

setting out all details in resp
ect of the Part V offer. The

environs 
of 

Sligo, 
Strandhill 

and 
Enniscrone 

have 
been

subject to zoning for som
e tim

e. In addition, since M
ay

2005, 
residential 

develop
m

ent 
at 

Ballisodare, 
C

ollooney
and G

range are now
 subject to the Part V req

uirem
ents.

The C
ouncil’s target in the A

ction Plan is to deliver 36 Part
V units by the end of 2008. This figure, w

hile dep
endent on

a num
ber of factors outside the control of the H

ousing
A

uthority, should be achieved. The funding for the social
units is obtained from

 the D
ep

artm
ent of Environm

ent,
H

eritage &
 Local G

overnm
ent w

hile the funding for the
affordable 

units 
is 

obtained 
from

 
the 

H
ousing 

Finance
A

gency. The Bank of Ireland and som
e of the Building

Societies have now
 also entered the m

arket to p
rovide

funding to p
urchasers of Part V affordable housing.

PU
B

LIC
 PR

IV
A

TE PA
R

TN
ER

SH
IP

The Sligo Local A
uthorities have recently p

ut in p
lace a

Procurem
ent and Project M

anagem
ent Team

. The aim
 of

the team
 is to assist in the p

rocurem
ent of services and

p
rojects on behalf of Sligo Local A

uthorities and to oversee
the p

roject m
anagem

ent of sp
ecific cap

ital w
orks in both

Sligo C
ounty and C

ity. 

The team
 is currently involved in H

ousing PPP p
rojects in

C
arney 

and 
Bellanode. 

The 
C

arney 
H

ousing 
Schem

e 
is

being 
p

iloted 
in 

the 
C

ounty 
as 

a 
PPP 

(Public 
Private

Partnership
) p

roject and w
ill see the develop

m
ent of 5.3

acres of C
ounty C

ouncil ow
ned land into a m

ix of social,
affordable and p

rivate housing together w
ith som

e sm
all

scale com
m

ercial develop
m

ent and com
m

unity facilities.
Bidders have been shortlisted and p

ublic consultation has
taken 

p
lace. 

It 
is 

anticip
ated 

that 
construction 

of 
the

develop
m

ent w
ill com

m
ence in June 2006.

H
O

U
SIN

G
 M

A
IN

TEN
A

N
C

E 
A

p
p

roxim
ately 

6
6

%
 

of 
th

e 
m

ain
ten

an
ce 

b
ud

g
et 

of
€

480,000 
w

as 
used 

for 
p

lanned 
m

aintenance 
and 

the
rem

aining 34%
 w

as used for em
ergency rep

airs. Planned
m

aintenance 
involved 

rep
lacing 

defective 
w

indow
s 

and
doors and also rep

lacing defective ranges.

The 
C

ouncil 
allocated 

€
10,000 

tow
ards 

Environm
ental

Im
p

rovem
ents. 

The 
Environm

ental 
M

aintenance 
C

o-O
p

w
as 

successful 
in

 
th

eir 
ten

d
er 

for 
en

viron
m

en
tal

im
p

rovem
ents 

in 
various 

local 
authority 

estates 
w

hich
involved grass cutting and m

aintenance w
ork w

hich w
as

carried out during the sum
m

er m
onths.

A
 grant of €

185,000 w
as received from

 the D
ep

artm
ent of

the Environm
ent, H

eritage and Local G
overnm

ent tow
ards

the 
installation 

of 
central 

heating
 

in 
C

ounty 
C

ouncil
d

w
elling

s. 
The 

C
ouncil 

sup
p

lem
ented

 
this 

g
rant 

w
ith

ap
p

roxim
ately 

€
55,000 

from
 

the 
m

aintenance 
budget.

W
ork w

as carried out on the installation of central heating
and insulation of ap

p
roxim

ately 36 dw
ellings.

R
EN

TS
Rents p

ayable on local authority dw
ellings are assessed

under a D
ifferential Rents Schem

e based on the incom
e of

the household. The Rent Schem
e w

as review
ed in 2005 and

rents w
ere brought into line w

ith increases in disp
osable

incom
e 

and
 

to 
m

eet 
the 

ever-increasing
 

d
em

and
 

for
m

aintenance and estate m
anagem

ent.
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Fairgreen View

, C
ollooney

�
M

arren Park, Ballym
ote

�
Kilboglashey, Ballisodare



H
O

U
SIN

G
 LO

A
N

S
Those w

ho w
ish to p

urchase or build a house but cannot
get a loan from

 a building society, bank, etc. m
ay be

eligible for a loan from
 a local authority. The m

axim
um

house p
urchase/construction loan is 95%

 of the cost to a
m

axim
um

 of 
€

165,000. Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil p
aid out

€
3

0
9

,2
9

6
.4

4
 

in
 

h
ouse 

p
urch

ase, 
con

struction
 

an
d

reconstruction loans in 2005.

SH
A

R
ED

 O
W

N
ER

SH
IP SC

H
EM

E
This schem

e offers hom
e ow

nership
 in a num

ber of step
s to

those w
ho cannot afford full ow

nership
 in one step

 in the
traditional w

ay. Initially, ow
nership

 of the house is shared
b

etw
een

 
th

e 
sh

ared
 

ow
n

er 
an

d
 

th
e 

Local 
A

uth
ority,

how
ever, the shared ow

ner has the op
tion at a later date to

p
urchase the C

ouncil’s share outright w
hen they are in a

better p
osition to afford it financially.

In 2005, Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil issued 17 (no.) Provisional
A

p
p

rovals to ap
p

licants and 7 (no.) Final A
p

p
rovals w

ere
granted under this schem

e. 

TEN
A

N
T PU

R
C

H
A

SE
Persons w

ho have been tenants of a local authority house
for a p

eriod of at least one year m
ay ap

p
ly to p

urchase their
rented house outright or by m

eans of Shared O
w

nership
under the Tenant Purchase Schem

e. The p
urchase p

rice w
ill

be the m
arket value of the house in its existing state of

rep
air and condition, less various discounts.

Ten houses w
ere sold under the Tenant Purchase Schem

e -
2 w

ere ap
p

roved for C
ouncil loans and the rem

aining 8
received loans from

 other financial institutions.

IM
PR

O
V

EM
EN

T W
O

R
K

S 
IN

 LIEU
 O

F R
E-H

O
U

SIN
G

This Schem
e allow

s Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil to im
p

rove or
extend p

rivately ow
ned houses occup

ied or intended to be
occup

ied 
by 

an 
ap

p
roved 

ap
p

licant 
for 

housing 
as 

an
alternative to the p

rovision of local authority housing.

D
uring 2005, 11 houses w

ere up
graded at an average cost

p
er house of €

50,432 and 10 ap
p

lications w
ere ap

p
roved

under the Schem
e.

A
FFO

R
D

A
B

LE H
O

U
SIN

G
D

urin
g

 
2005, 

con
struction

 
com

m
en

ced
 

on
 

10 
four-

bedroom
ed affordable houses in G

range. This is the first
schem

e of its kind in N
orth Sligo and it is exp

ected that
interest w

ill be very high w
hen the schem

e is com
p

leted
early in 2006. 

ESTA
TE M

A
N

A
G

EM
EN

T
The 

Estate 
M

anagem
ent 

O
fficer 

continued 
to 

p
rovide

sup
p

ort to C
ouncil tenants during 2005 via p

re-tenancy
training, engaging w

ith Resident A
ssociations in relation to

Estate A
ction Plans and acting as a liaison w

ith C
ouncil

officials 
reg

ard
in

g
 

h
ousin

g
 

issues, 
e.g

. 
m

ain
ten

an
ce,

transfers, etc. 

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil received ap
p

roval during 2005 for
funding of 

€
55,000 under the C

lár Estate Enhancem
ent

Schem
e, 

( €
26,125 

from
 

C
lár, 

€
26,125 

Local 
A

uthority
Internal C

ap
ital Receip

ts and 
€

2,750 local contribution).
The Schem

e op
erates from

 Sep
tem

ber 2005 to the end of
A

ugust 2007 and the ap
p

roved w
orks include the p

rovision
of seating, p

aving, landscap
ing and lighting of six sp

ecified
C

ouncil estates.

In Sep
tem

ber 2005, Sligo Local A
uthorities adop

ted a joint
p

olicy on com
bating A

nti-Social Behaviour. This docum
ent

sets out clear p
olicies and p

rocedures for dealing w
ith

in
stan

ces 
of 

an
ti-social 

b
eh

aviour 
in

 
Local 

A
uth

ority
housing

. 
It 

w
as 

p
rep

ared
 

in 
consultation 

w
ith 

Estate
M

anagem
ent O

fficers, G
ardai, Resident A

ssociations and
other interested p

arties. Extensive p
ublic consultation w

as
undertaken, and feedback w

as p
ositive. 

To further sup
p

ort Estate M
anagem

ent activities, Sligo Local
A

uthorities jointly sought and secured funding from
 the

D
ep

artm
en

t 
of 

th
e 

En
viron

m
en

t, 
H

eritag
e 

&
 

Local
G

overn
m

en
t 

un
d

er 
th

e 
2

0
0

5
 

H
ousin

g
 

M
an

ag
em

en
t

Initiative G
rants Schem

e for the follow
ing p

rojects:

●
The em

p
loym

ent of a H
ousing Investigation O

fficer
and C

om
m

unity D
evelop

m
ent O

fficer, w
hose m

ain
roles w

ill be to im
p

lem
ent the recently adop

ted anti-
social behaviour p

olicy, facilitate the establishm
ent of

and p
rovide sup

p
ort to Resident A

ssociations

●
The develop

m
ent of a com

p
rehensive Integrated Estate

M
anagem

ent Strategy for C
ounty Sligo – a p

roject 
co-ordinator w

ill be em
p

loyed for a 12 m
onth p

eriod
for this p

roject
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N
um

b
er

A
m

o
un

t

Purchases
4

€
143,296.44

C
onstruction

4
€

90,000.00

Reconstruction
7

€
76,000.00

Lo
an

 A
p

p
p

ro
vals 2005

Purchases
2

C
onstruction

1

Reconstruction
3

Lo
an

 Paym
en

ts 2005



ESSEN
TIA

L R
EPA

IR
S G

R
A

N
TS

The p
rincip

al benefit of the Essential Rep
airs G

rants Schem
e

is that it enables structural rep
airs to be carried out to

p
rolong the life of a house for an elderly resident. The

m
axim

um
 grant available under the Schem

e is 
€

9,523,
w

ith 2/3 of the cost being recoup
ed from

 the D
ep

artm
ent

of the Environm
ent, H

eritage and Local G
overnm

ent.

34 ap
p

rovals w
ere issued during the year and 23 grants

w
ere p

aid out under this Schem
e, totalling €

92,896.25.

D
ISA

B
LED

 PER
SO

N
S G

R
A

N
TS

The D
isabled Persons G

rants Schem
e allow

s Sligo C
ounty

C
ouncil to m

ake a grant available for the p
rovision of house

adap
tations to m

eet the needs of a household m
em

ber w
ho

is 
d

isab
led

. 
D

ue 
to 

th
e 

ever-in
creasin

g
 

n
um

b
er 

of
ap

p
lications, the grants are aw

arded on a p
riority basis,

w
ith a focus on those cases w

here the ap
p

licant’s disability
seriously im

p
acts on their q

uality of life.

The 
m

axim
um

 
am

ount 
p

ayable 
under 

the 
Schem

e 
is

€
20,315, w

ith 
2/3

of the cost being recoup
ed from

 the
D

ep
artm

en
t 

of 
th

e 
En

viron
m

en
t, 

H
eritag

e 
an

d
 

Local
G

overnm
ent. 113 ap

p
rovals w

ere issued during the year
and 70 grants w

ere p
aid out under this Schem

e totalling
€

215,929.70.

TR
A

V
ELLER

 A
C

C
O

M
M

O
D

A
TIO

N
D

uring 2005, the Traveller A
ccom

m
odation Program

m
e

2005 – 2008 w
as adop

ted, and p
rop

osals contained in the
p

rog
ram

m
e, 

in
clud

in
g

 
a 

tran
sien

t 
H

altin
g

 
site 

at
C

loonam
ahon, are p

rogressing. C
onstruction w

ork on the
transient site com

m
enced in N

ovem
ber, and is due to be

com
p

leted m
id 2006. 

A
 Traveller Liaison O

fficer w
as ap

p
ointed w

ith Sligo C
ounty

C
ouncil in D

ecem
ber 2005.

The 
team

 
endeavours 

to 
develop

 
best 

p
ractice 

in 
the

p
rocurem

ent function, to harness for the benefit of the
A

uthorities m
odern innovative p

rocurem
ent p

rocesses and
op

p
ortunities and to oversee the p

roject m
anagem

ent of
sp

ecific cap
ital w

orks in both Sligo city and county. 

The 
team

 
has 

been 
involved 

in 
furthering 

H
ousing 

PPP
(Public Private Partnership) projects in C

arney and Bellanode. 

The C
arney H

ousing PPP p
roject com

m
enced in 2005 w

hen
Exp

ressions of Interest w
ere sought from

 develop
ers for

inclusion on a select tender list. A
 Public C

onsultation took
p

lace in N
ovem

ber to encourage the involvem
ent of those

interested in the develop
m

ent of the 5.3 acres of C
ounty

C
ouncil ow

ned land. It is anticip
ated that construction of

the develop
m

ent of a m
ix of social, affordable and p

rivate
housing and p

ossibly sm
all scale com

m
ercial develop

m
ent

and com
m

unity facilities w
ill com

m
ence in late 2006.

Investigations into the develop
m

ent of a 37 acre site at
Bellanode through a PPP p

rocess are ongoing. C
onsultants

w
ere ap

p
ointed in 2005 to undertake a feasibility study. 

It is anticip
ated that the schem

e w
ill com

p
rise m

ixed tenure
housing and com

m
unity facilities. 

The p
roject team

 continued to p
rogress the develop

m
ent of

the Riverside O
ne Stop

 Shop
, the develop

m
ent of a cultural

p
recinct at the M

all/C
onnaughton Road, the develop

m
ent

of a new
 m

useum
/library and the extension of the M

odel
A

rts 
and 

N
iland 

G
allery. 

In 
2005 

the 
office 

w
ere 

also
involved w

ith W
aterp

oint in the develop
m

ent of p
hase II,

the com
p

letion of the Sligo C
ourthouse p

roject and, in an
advisory cap

acity, assisting in the p
rovision of a new

 p
arking

m
anagem

ent system
 in Sligo C

ity.
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R
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N
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In 2005 the Sligo Local Authorities put in place a Procurem
ent and

Project M
anagem

ent Team
 to assist in the procurem

ent of services
and projects on behalf of Sligo Local Authorities.
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PER
FO

R
M

A
N

C
E M

A
N

A
G

EM
EN

T
D

EV
ELO

PM
EN

T SY
STEM

Th
e 

Perfo
rm

an
ce 

M
an

ag
em

en
t 

D
evelo

p
m

en
t 

System
com

m
enced

 roll-out to all sections of the Local A
uthority

d
uring

 
2005 

and
 

the 
long

-term
 

focus 
of 

the 
training

d
ep

artm
ent w

ill b
e to resp

ond
 in a p

lanned
 w

ay to the
need

s 
w

hich 
w

ill 
b

e 
id

entified
 

in 
the 

p
rep

aration 
of

Personnel D
evelop

m
ent Plans und

er the system
. D

uring
the 

year, 
training

 
w

as 
p

rovid
ed

 
to 

sup
ervisors 

/ 
line

m
anag

ers to enab
le them

 to carry out their role und
er the

system
 effectively.

D
uring 

2005, 
the 

Training 
D

ep
artm

ent 
of 

the 
C

ouncil
delivered p

rogram
m

es such as:-

C
ER

TIFIC
A

TE IN
 H

EA
LTH

 &
 SA

FETY
The Safety, H

ealth and W
elfare at W

ork A
ct 2005 introduced

significant changes in relation to occupational health and
safety. In conjunction w

ith Sligo I.T. a training program
m

e
w

as developed to equip staff w
ith the skills to m

anage w
ork

activities so that persons at w
ork are not endangered.

D
ISA

B
ILITY

 A
W

A
R

EN
ESS TR

A
IN

IN
G

U
nder the D

isability A
ct 2005, Local A

uthorities are required
to ensure a high level of aw

areness am
ong all staff in regards

to the requirem
ents of persons w

ith disabilities. In 2005 a
program

m
e of training w

as initiated to m
eet this need. This

w
ill be continued in 2006, and w

ill include the follow
ing:-

●
Staff Aw

areness Sessions

●
U

niversal A
ccessibility A

uditing Program
m

e w
hich w

ill
focus on the technical asp

ects of disability p
roofing,

structured p
rojects and conducting access audits.

N
U

I D
IPLO

M
A

 IN
 IR

ISH
D

uring 2005, in conjunction w
ith N

U
I G

alw
ay, a training

program
m

e w
as developed to ensure a better availability and

a higher standard of services through Irish. Tw
elve staff

m
em

bers successfully com
pleted year one of this course, and

w
ill com

plete the second and final year of the course in 2006. 

A
R

EA
 B

A
SED

 STA
FF TR

A
IN

IN
G

D
uring

 
2005, 

p
articular 

em
p

hasis 
w

as 
p

laced
 

on 
the

training needs of the area based staff. This w
as reflected in

p
rogram

m
es such as:-

N
o

n
 N

atio
n

al R
o

ad
s Train

in
g

 Pro
g

ram
m

e
●

This included courses on signing, lighting and guarding at

roadw
orks, and health &

 safety at roadw
orks.

H
ealth

 &
 Safety

●
Training courses included site dum

p
er training, chainsaw

training, safe use of abrasive w
heels, m

anual handling
training, safep

ass training and training for safety
rep

resentatives. 

W
aterw

o
rks C

aretakers
●

The C
ouncil have an ongoing training program

m
e in relation

to W
ater and W

aste W
ater Treatm

ent, w
hich also covers

dealing w
ith the operation and m

aintenance of system
s. 

A num
ber of staff attended this training during 2005.

R
eturn

 to
 Learn

in
g

 Pro
g

ram
m

e
●

The Return to Learning Project is a p
artnership

 initiative
betw

een the Local A
uthority N

ational Partnership
 A

dvisory
G

roup
 (LA

N
PA

G
) and the D

ep
artm

ent of Education and
Science (D

ES), sup
p

orted by the N
ational A

dult Literacy
A

gency (N
A

LA
). The p

roject aim
s to give staff an

op
p

ortunity to attend a w
orkp

lace basic skills course.
Particip

ants benefit from
 the course by im

p
roving their

literacy skills, increase in self-confidence and the 
re-aw

akening of an interest in learning. 

D
uring 2005, nine staff m

em
bers w

ere successful in
achieving FETA

C
 C

ertification in C
om

p
uters under the

Return to Learning p
rogram

m
e.

C
usto

m
er Service Train

in
g

●
D

uring 2005 C
ustom

er Service Training w
as delivered w

ith
a p

articular em
p

hasis on the needs of area based staff. The
aim

 of the p
rogram

m
e w

as to p
rovide an understanding

of the concep
t of custom

er care, and eq
uip

 staff w
ith skills

to deal w
ith custom

ers in difficult situations.

STA
FF ED

U
C

A
TIO

N
 SC

H
EM

E
This schem

e p
rovides op

p
ortunities for staff to p

ursue p
art

-tim
e courses of study leading to a recognised q

ualification.
15 N

o. Staff are currently funded under this schem
e to

p
ursue courses w

hich include:

●
BA

 in Local G
overnm

ent M
anagem

ent

●
C

ertificate in Public M
anagem

ent

●
D

ip
lom

a in First Line M
anagem

ent

●
BSc Library Studies

●
B Soc Sc in H

ousing and C
om

m
unity Studies

●
D

egree in C
onstruction Econom

ics and M
anagem

ent

●
M

asters In Tow
n Planning.
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�
Successfully com

p
leted the D

ip
lom

a in Local G
overnm

ent Studies in
2005 – Suzan

n
e Sib

erry, D
am

ien
 W

illis, Jo
an

n
e M

cM
ah

o
n

, 
N

ao
m

i G
o

revan
, Sio

fra K
ilcullen

, M
airead

 C
lerkin

 
M

issing from
 photo: Bernadette D

evine, Pam
ela Bergin, Lorraine C

arty,
C

aroline D
evins, Fionnuala D

uignan, Brenda M
ulligan and O

rla M
urrin.

H
U

M
A

N
 R

ESO
U

R
C

ES�
Perform

ance M
anagem

ent
&

 D
evelop

m
ent System

s
Launch.
L-R: A

ntoinette
M

cLaughlin, C
ounty

M
anager H

ubert Kearns,
C

orp
orate Services

D
irector Tim

 C
affrey,

C
athaoirleach C

llr Patsy
Barry and Paula R
G

allagher, Senior
Executive O

fficer



Tubbercurry w
as short

listed
 

alon
g

 
w

ith
 

9
oth

er 
n

ew
ly 

b
uilt

libraries from
 a list of

6
9

 
en

tran
ts, 

b
ased

b
oth

 
in

 
th

e 
U

n
ited

Kingdom
 and Ireland. 

It 
w

as 
a 

m
ajor

achievem
ent for Sligo

C
ounty C

ouncil, as this is our first p
urp

ose built Public
Library to be constructed in C

ounty Sligo

W
hilst the shortlisting is seen as a m

ajor achievem
ent in

itself, the subsequent aw
ard of the m

uch coveted H
ighly

C
om

m
ended – H

eart of the C
om

m
unity Aw

ard w
as the

icing on the cake and in the opinion of the adjudicators,
seen as a reflection of the trem

endous partnership displayed
betw

een the Sligo Library Service and the com
m

unities of
Tubbercurry. C

athaoirleach C
llr. Patsy Barry accepted the

aw
ard on behalf of Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil, at the aw

ards
cerem

ony held in Kenilw
orth, W

arw
ickshire, England. 

A
 Library D

evelop
m

ent Plan w
as com

m
issioned in 2005

and a p
rocess of p

ublic consultations took p
lace in the

autum
n. The lifesp

an for this develop
m

ent p
lan is from

2
0

0
6

 
to 

2
0

1
0

 
an

d
 

it 
w

ill 
oversee 

an
d

 
g

uid
e 

th
e

develop
m

ent of new
 libraries for both Sligo and Ballym

ote
and the subseq

uent exp
ansion of the range and diversity of

services to m
eet the grow

ing dem
and for com

m
unity based

Library services as w
itnessed in Tubbercurry. It is exp

ected
to p

ublish this docum
ent in 2006.

EN
N

ISC
R

O
N

E LIB
R

A
RY

Seach
tain

 
n

a 
G

aeilg
e 

2005:
Storyteller 

N
iam

h 
M

cG
rath 

of
Pig

n
ut 

Th
eatre 

con
d

ucted
 

a
num

ber of storytelling sessions
as gaeilge in Enniscrone Branch
Library. 

Issues: 12,536

SLIG
O

 R
EFER

EN
C

E LIB
R

A
RY, 

B
R

ID
G

E STR
EET, SLIG

O
H

eritag
e 

W
eek 

2005:
A

n 
op

en 
day 

w
as 

held 
in 

the
Reference Library on Bridge Street, Sligo in Sep

tem
ber.

Exam
p

les of recent acq
uisitions to the ever increasing Local

Studies collection w
ere exhibited. Library staff w

ere on
hand 

to 
give 

an 
introduction 

to 
Sligo’s 

Local 
Studies

collection, a collection w
hich docum

ents the rich heritage
of C

ounty Sligo. W
ork is ongoing on the p

roject to digitise
the Library’s Local Studies C

ollection. 

C
ultural H

eritag
e Project:In 2005 the Local Studies section

w
ere successful in securing funding from

 the Library C
ouncil

and the D
epartm

ent of Environm
ent, H

eritage and Local
G

overnm
ent to undertake the digitisation of the W

akem
an

C
ollection of archaeological w

atercolours, w
hich captured

the 
principal 

archaeological 
sites 

in 
C

ounty 
Sligo 

in 
the

1880s. 
In 

ad
d

ition, 
M

r 
Sam

 
M

oore, 
A

rchaeolog
ist 

in
p

artnership
 

w
ith 

lib
rary 

staff, 
w

rote 
a 

com
p

rehensive
narrative, 

com
m

issioned
 

and
 

collected
 

a 
series 

of
contem

porary 
photographs 

to 
docum

ent 
the 

W
akem

an
im

ages on the w
ebsite. 

Lib
rary 

staff 
co-ord

inated
 

the
digitisation 

and 
uploading 

of 
the

m
etadata 

and 
im

ages 
onto 

the 
A

sk 
A

b
out 

Ireland
 

w
eb

site
(w

w
w

.askaboutireland.ie).
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2005 proved to be a very special year for the Sligo C
ounty Library

Service w
ith the shortlisting of Tubbercurry C

om
m

unity Library in
the prestigious C

hartered Institute Library and Inform
ation

Professionals, Public Library Aw
ards.

Corporate Services Directorate

�
C

athaoirleach C
llr Patsy Barry w

ith D
onal Tinney, C

ounty Librarian and Fran H
egarty, A

ssistant Librarian

�
C

ap
tion here (sup

p
ly EN

G
 + IRL)



N
atio

n
al 

P
rim

ary 
Sch

o
o

l 
C

u
rricu

lu
m

 
D

evelo
p

m
en

t
Pro

ject: In 2005, Sligo C
ounty Library p

layed a leading role
in the sourcing and p

rovision of Local Studies m
aterial for

inclusion on the A
sk A

bout Ireland w
ebsite. This w

ebsite
now

 includes a section w
hich is develop

ed for p
rim

ary
school students and teachers.

In
tern

et an
d

 O
n

lin
e Services: The online Library catalogue

w
as up

graded in 2005 to allow
 our m

em
bers to view

 their
account details, p

lace reservations on item
s in any of our

branch netw
ork and renew

 borrow
ings online. A

 custom
er’s

booklet outlining the services available online w
as created

in house and circulated to all current and new
 m

em
bers of

the Library.

The range of m
em

bership
 cards, w

hich have been w
ell

received
 

b
y 

our 
read

ers, 
h

as 
b

een
 

exp
an

d
ed

 
to

com
m

em
orate the renow

ned fem
inist and local p

oet Eva
G

ore Booth.

The ongoing up
dating and m

odernisation of the p
ublic

Internet facilities continued throughout 2005 in p
artnership

w
ith Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil’s IT section.

W
O

R
K

 EX
PER

IEN
C

E
Throughout 2005 Sligo Library has sup

p
orted individuals

w
ho w

ish to gain exp
erience of library w

ork either as p
art

of 
their 

stud
ies 

or 
to 

g
ain 

access 
to 

lib
rary 

stud
ies.

Particip
an

ts 
volun

teer 
th

eir 
w

ork 
in

 
lieu 

of 
train

in
g

.
Bran

ch
es 

p
articip

atin
g

 
in

 
th

is 
sch

em
e 

in
 

2005 
w

ere
Ballym

ote, Tubbercurry and Sligo C
entral Library and a total

of nine individuals took p
art.

Reference Library:

Local Studies U
sers: 5,034

Internet U
sers: 14,365

SLIG
O

 C
EN

TR
A

L LIB
R

A
RY, 

STEPH
EN

 STR
EET, SLIG

O
In 2005, Sligo C

entral Library continue to be our busiest
branch w

ith, on average, 480 item
s issued p

er day, along
w

ith a continuous stream
 of internet users and brow

sers.

Issues: 122,695

B
A

LLY
M

O
TE LIB

R
A

RY
W

hile W
orld Book D

ay 2005 w
as celebrated in all four branch

libraries in the C
ounty, the artist, John Leonard conducted

practical sessions on art w
ork at Ballym

ote Branch Library.
Ballym

ote Library participated in m
any countyw

ide activities
w

hich w
ere organised through the Library branch netw

ork,
such as the C

hildren’s Book Festival.

Issues: 12,126

TU
B

B
ER

C
U

R
RY

 C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 LIB

R
A

RY
Just tw

o years after op
ening, A

ugust 2005 saw
 Tubbercurry

C
om

m
unity Library register its 4000th m

em
ber. 701 new

m
em

bers w
ere registered during the year, bringing total

m
em

bership
 since op

ening in 2003 to 4,122. 79%
 of this

n
um

b
er 

w
ere 

ad
ult 

an
d

 
teen

ag
e 

m
em

b
ers 

w
ith

 
th

e
rem

aining 21%
 registering as juvenile m

em
bers. 

EV
EN

TS A
N

D
 A

C
TIV

ITIES

W
o

rld
 B

o
o

k D
ay 

W
orld Book D

ay 2005 w
as celebrated on M

arch 3rd w
ith a

w
orkshop

 
conducted 

by 
local 

artist 
A

nnie 
W

est. 
A

nnie
sp

oke to a group
 of children from

 tw
o local schools on the

top
ic 

of 
b

ook 
illustration

 
an

d
 

in
 

p
articular 

h
er 

ow
n

exp
eriences of dealing w

ith p
ublishers and authors. 

Seach
tain

 n
a G

aeilg
e

Seachtain na G
aeilge 2005 w

as celebrated in Tubbercurry
C

om
m

unity Library w
ith readings from

 A
nnie W

est’s aw
ard

w
inning title C

earc an Phrom
p

a.

N
atio

n
al Tree W

eek
N

ational Tree W
eek w

as held during the first w
eek of

M
arch 2005 and the library in conjunction w

ith the
local 

auth
ority 

en
viron

m
en

tal 
aw

aren
ess 

officer
d

istrib
uted

 
a 

larg
e 

num
b

er 
of 

holly 
b

ushes 
to

m
em

bers of the p
ublic.

C
h

ild
ren

’s B
o

o
k Festival 

The C
hildren’s Book Festival

2005, w
hich w

as celebrated
in O

ctober 2005, w
as p

acked
full of events and activities.
Q

uizzes, w
orkshop

s, readings
and com

p
etitions all ensured

that books and reading w
ere

highlighted as a fun activity
for all.

Th
e A

ftern
o

o
n

 Sh
o

w
In N

ovem
ber, RTE’s live flagship

 daytim
e p

rogram
m

e The
A

fternoon Show
 featured Tubbercurry C

om
m

unity Library
on its Book-C

lub lot. Tw
o m

em
bers, one from

 each of the
lib

rary’s 
b

ook 
club

s, 
tog

ether 
w

ith 
the 

lib
rarian 

w
ith

resp
onsibility for the library w

ere invited to discuss the title
Seven N

ights in Z
aragoza by Karen G

illece live on the
p

rogram
m

e. View
ers also saw

 footage of the library w
hich

w
as film

ed in the Tubbercurry branch the p
revious w

eek. 

EX
H

IB
ITIO

N
S

EN
FO

Tubbercurry C
om

m
unity Library disp

layed three w
onderful

EN
FO

 exhibitions throughout the year. A
 Seeds C

ollection
exhibition w

as featured during A
p

ril, W
alls to W

ild Flow
ers

during A
ugust and Sep

tem
ber and the focus for O

ctober
w

as G
arden Birds. A

 large num
ber of schools visited the

lib
rary 

to 
view

 
th

e 
th

ree 
exh

ib
ition

s 
an

d
 

talks 
an

d
w

orkshop
s w

ere organised to com
p

lem
ent them

. 

ESB
 En

viro
n

m
en

tal A
w

ard
s Exh

ib
itio

n
Tub

b
ercurry 

C
om

m
un

ity 
Lib

rary 
h

osted
 

th
e 

ESB
Environm

ental Photograp
hy Aw

ards Exhibition from
 M

ay
23rd to June 18th 2005. This w

as the third occasion for the
library to host the exhibition, now

 in its eighth year. The
exhibition contained all fifty short-listed p

hotograp
hs in the

five categories; Junior, Youth, A
m

ateur, Professional and

Corporate Services Directorate
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International. The com
p

etition is now
 established as one of

Europ
e’s m

ost p
restigious p

hotograp
hic initiatives. 

D
o

m
estic V

io
len

ce
A

n exhibition entitled 16 D
ays of A

ction highlighting the
issue of dom

estic violence w
as held during D

ecem
ber.

R
ecyclin

g
A

n exhibition on the them
e of Recycling w

as disp
layed in

the library during the Sum
m

er m
onths. The children of

C
loon

acool 
N

ation
al 

Sch
ool 

p
rod

uced
 

som
e 

very
im

aginative hats m
ade from

 all kinds of recyclable m
aterial

and these attracted the attention of m
any library users

w
hile they w

ere on disp
lay.

G
uzzler Exh

ib
itio

n
A

n
 

excep
tion

al 
in

teractive
exh

ib
ition

 
en

titled
 

‘G
uzzler

com
bats C

lim
ate C

hange’ w
as

on
 

d
isp

lay 
at 

Tub
b

ercurry
C

om
m

unity Library during the
m

on
th

 
of 

D
ecem

b
er. 

To
com

p
lem

en
t 

th
e 

exh
ib

ition
,

facilitators from
 Sustainable Energy Ireland conducted a

series of w
orkshop

s over the course of one w
eek aim

ed at
p

rim
ary 

school 
child

ren. 
The 

w
orkshop

s 
involved

 
the

students being guided through the exhibition in order to
learn about energy, the effects of energy use and they also
p

articip
ated in various energy related exp

erim
ents. 

PR
ESEN

TA
TIO

N
S

O
p

en
 U

n
iversity Presen

tatio
n

A
n op

en m
eeting for anyone interested in studying through

the O
p

en U
niversity w

as held on the evening of O
ctober

4th in Tubbercurry C
om

m
unity Library. M

r Pierre Tansey
from

 the O
p

en U
niversity w

as in attendance. 

M
ich

ael Sm
ith

 
W

ell-know
n author, M

ichael Sm
ith attended Tubbercurry

C
om

m
unity Library on the evening of O

ctober 24th 2005.
H

is p
resentation on the top

ic of Polar Exp
loration w

as a
fascin

atin
g

 
exp

erien
ce 

an
d

 
p

rovid
ed

 
a 

w
on

d
erful

op
p

ortunity to hear an insp
iring author sp

eak on the top
ic

of Tom
 C

rean, other p
olar exp

lorers and A
ntartic adventure. 

M
ick H

an
ly

A
 highly original evening of m

usic and readings by w
ell-

kn
ow

n
 

sin
g

er/son
g

w
riter 

M
ick 

H
an

ly 
took 

p
lace 

in
Tubbercurry C

om
m

unity Library on N
ovem

ber 17th. M
ick

w
ho is one of Ireland’s best singer/songw

riters in recent
years 

com
b

in
ed

 
son

g
s 

w
ith

 
excerp

ts 
from

 
h

is
autobiograp

hy, W
ish M

e W
ell/N

otes O
n M

y Sleeve. The
readings and songs rep

resented key m
om

ents in his life.
The evening w

as a very p
oignant and p

ersonal reflection of
the highs and low

s of M
ick’s life and p

rovided the listener
w

ith a w
onderful insight into this rem

arkable m
an’s life. 

M
ich

ael M
o

ylan
To com

p
lem

ent the p
rim

ary school curriculum
, Tubbercurry

C
om

m
unity Library invited M

ichael M
oylan to p

resent his
highly acclaim

ed Irish H
istory Live and Science is M

agic
show

s. 
Irish 

H
istory 

Live 
is 

a 
show

 
w

hich 
com

b
ines

storytelling w
ith a uniq

ue op
p

ortunity for children to gain
access to real tools, arm

our, w
eap

ons and costum
e of a

given p
eriod in history. The Science is M

agic show
 allow

s
children to exp

erim
ent w

ith heat, light, sound, m
agnetism

and electricity. 

O
N

G
O

IN
G

 LIB
R

A
RY

 A
C

TIV
ITIES

C
h

ess &
 D

raug
h

ts C
lub

 
The C

hildren’s C
hess and D

raughts C
lub continued to m

eet
w

eekly 
during 

2005 
and 

m
em

bership
 

increased 
to 

30
children.

B
o

o
k C

lub
s

Both of the library’s book clubs continued to m
eet m

onthly
and w

ent from
 strength to strength as m

em
bers agreed on

som
e challenging, yet enjoyable and rew

arding titles. 

W
ritin

g
 G

ro
up

2005 
w

as 
an 

exciting 
year 

for 
the

library’s 
w

riting 
group

, 
The 

Leyney
W

riters. June saw
 the launch of their

very 
first 

p
ub

lication, 
W

ed
nesd

ay’s
W

ords. 
The 

p
ublication, 

containing
over 100 p

ages of p
ersonal reflections

an
d

 
m

em
ories, 

p
oetry 

an
d

 
sh

ort
stories 

w
as 

laun
ch

ed
 

b
y 

th
e

C
athaoirleach of Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil,

C
oun

cillor 
M

arg
aret 

G
orm

ley 
an

d
 

h
as 

p
roven

 
to 

b
e

excep
tionally p

op
ular w

ith those living in C
ounty Sligo and

beyond.

Sch
o

o
l V

isits
M

any local schools continued w
ith their regular visits to the

library 
and 

a 
num

ber 
of 

schools 
from

 
Sligo 

tow
n 

and
county 

also 
visited 

in 
order 

to 
attend 

exhibitions 
and

w
orkshop

s organised by the library. 

Issues: 42,133

C
O

U
N

TY
 M

U
SEU

M
The C

ounty M
useum

 collection of artefacts w
as greatly

aug
m

en
ted

 
in

 
2005, 

w
ith

 
th

e 
d

on
ation

 
of 

a 
m

ajor
collection of cam

eras, w
hich range in date from

 the late
1880’s to the 1970’s, by a local benefactor.

This collection w
ill act as a trem

endous insight into the
develop

m
ent of p

hotograp
hy and w

hen on disp
lay they w

ill
afford older generations the op

p
ortunity to rem

inisce w
hile

younger generations can visualise the techniq
ues used to

cap
ture the im

ages of the p
ast.

The 
p

rop
osed 

new
 

M
useum

 
for 

Sligo 
continued 

to 
be

develop
ed to p

lanning stage in 2005 and it is hop
ed to

com
m

ence building in 2007.

The num
ber of visitors to the C

ounty M
useum

 in 2005 
w

as 3347.
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C
O

N
TA

C
T M

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

Sligo Local A
uthorities p

ublish a q
uarterly m

agazine for the
g

en
eral 

p
ub

lic, 
‘C

on
tact’, 

w
h

ich
 

p
rovid

es 
n

ew
s 

an
d

inform
ation from

 Sligo Borough C
ouncil and Sligo C

ounty
C

oun
cil. 

Th
e 

m
ag

azin
e 

is 
circulated

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

local
new

sp
ap

ers, and is also available from
 a netw

ork of outlets
throughout the county. A

n on-line version of the m
agazine

is available on w
w

w
.sligococo.ie

E-C
O

N
TA

C
T

To 
sup

p
lem

en
t 

th
e 

q
uarterly 

m
ag

azin
e, 

th
e

C
om

m
un

ication
s 

O
ffices 

also 
p

ub
lish

 
a 

m
on

th
ly 

e-
new

sletter. E-C
ontact is circulated to individuals and group

s
w

ho register their interest on-line. A
 ‘hard cop

y’ of the e-
new

sletter is also available to those w
ithout access to a

com
p

uter.

W
EB

SITE
The C

om
m

unications O
ffice w

orks w
ith the Inform

ation
Technology section to m

aintain and up
date the Sligo local

authorities’ w
ebsites. The sites p

rovide on-line access to
ap

p
lication form

s and guidelines, contact details for all the
services, w

eekly roads rep
orts, m

onthly new
s digest, and all

the current advertisem
ents and recruitm

ent notices. 

In 2006 the w
ebsites w

ill be up
graded to facilitate access

for p
eop

le visual im
p

airm
ent, and w

ill also be adap
ted to

p
resent inform

ation in the Irish language.

O
PEN

 LO
C

A
L G

O
V

ER
N

M
EN

T IN
ITIA

TIV
E

U
nder its ‘O

pen Local G
overnm

ent’ initiative, local school
children invited to C

ounty H
all to attend a m

onthly m
eeting

of the C
ouncil. The children also attend a presentation on

the role and services of the C
ouncil, and are given an

inform
ation pack of brochures, new

sletters and reports.

C
A

TH
A

O
IR

LEA
C

H
’S A

W
A

R
D

S
The 

C
athaoirleach's 

Aw
ards 

Schem
e 

w
as 

introduced 
in

2000 to rew
ard the m

any volunteers in C
ounty Sligo w

ho
have given sp

ecial service to their com
m

unity. The aw
ard

w
inners in 2005 w

ere:

STAY
 IN

 TO
U

C
H

To register for new
s and inform

ation up
dates from

 the
Sligo Local A

uthorities, visit w
w

w
.sligococo.ie, em

ail
com

m
unications@

sligococo.ie or p
hone 071 9111016.
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 C
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The C
om

m
unications O

ffice w
as established to provide inform

ation
services to the Elected M

em
bers, staff, m

edia and general public, as
w

ell as providing adm
inistrative support to the C

athaoirleach. 
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�
Joe Kennedy receiving a p

resentation to honour his contribution to
charity w

ork.
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�
Peter H

oran w
ith his granddaughter Sop

hie Leonard at a recep
tion

to honour his services to Irish traditional m
usic.
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Seana H
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e
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C
o

m
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A
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N
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A
nother busy year for the volunteers of Sligo C

ivil D
efence.

This is evident in statistics that show
 a continued increase in

the num
ber of events that the volunteers attended.

This 
year 

Sligo 
volunteers 

assisted 
the 

C
oast 

G
uard 

in
hosting a m

ajor exercise in Rosses Point w
hich highlighted

the dangers of the w
ater and how

 to resp
ond to such an

em
ergency. This exercise involved all em

ergency services
carrying out various w

ater based rescues. It w
as a great

success and w
as w

ell attended by the p
ublic. Follow

ing this
exercise the G

ardai, in association w
ith the H

ealth Service
Executive, the Fire service and C

ivil D
efence hosted a m

ock
m

ajor 
em

ergency. 
This 

is 
a 

very 
useful 

initiative 
w

hich
involved a high level of coordination and p

lanning w
ith

other agencies.

Sligo C
ivil D

efence volunteers continue to p
rovide first aid /

am
bulance cover at m

ajor sp
orting events. This is a great

ch
allen

g
e 

an
d

 
th

e 
exp

erien
ce 

to 
b

e 
g

ain
ed

 
is

im
m

easurable. Sligo C
ivil D

efence attended over 60 events
during 2005 and the com

m
itm

ent and dedication of the
volunteers involved is very evident in their p

rofessional
ap

p
roach.

C
lasses re-com

m
enced in O

ctober w
ith the registration of

33 new
 volunteers. It is hop

ed that the skills they learn and
the cam

araderie of the volunteers w
ill encourage them

 to
stay esp

ecially in these tim
es w

hen there is such a dem
and

on p
eop

le’s free tim
e. 

Sligo w
as rep

resented at the N
ational C

ivil D
efence exercise

in M
onaghan and finished a very creditable fourth p

lace, a
great achievem

ent by the Sligo volunteers.

This year C
ivil D

efence attended an induction training for
the new

 Volunteer Bureau w
hich is being launched in the

county in early M
arch 2006. This w

ill assist in bringing
m

ore volunteers into the organisation.

In D
ecem

ber, to celebrate Volunteers D
ay, C

ivil D
efence

p
resented First aid certificates and long service m

edals to a
n

um
b

er 
of 

volun
teers 

at 
a 

recep
tion

 
h

osted
 

b
y 

th
e

Volunteer 
Bureau 

group
. 

This 
event 

w
as 

attended 
by

various 
volunteer 

agencies 
and 

w
as 

an 
op

p
ortunity 

to
highlight the role of the new

 Volunteer Bureau.
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Sligo C
ivil D

efence continues to ‘M
eet the challenges of a

changing w
orld’, and 2005 w

as a particularly busy and
eventful year for the organisation.
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ovem

ent in the organisation 2001-2005
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G

roup
 Receiving Rescue Training
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The A
uthority also p

rovides inform
ation and training on fire

safety m
anagem

ent and fire fighting. In order to p
rovide

this service in an efficient m
anner throughout the county

th
ere 

are 
Fire 

B
rig

ad
e 

Station
s 

in
 

Slig
o, 

B
allym

ote,
Tubbercurry and Enniscrone. These Brigades attended over
738 incidents in the last year. 

There 
w

ere 
several 

large 
com

p
lex 

fires 
this 

year, 
again

em
p

hasising the need for an efficient and effective fire
service and the need for p

reventative m
easures. There has

been an increase in car fires and fires caused by arsonists.
These p

ose a serious threat to life and p
rop

erty and the cost
can also result in the loss of jobs w

ithin the com
m

unity.

Peop
le m

ust rem
ain vigilant in the hom

e, as this is w
here

our m
ost life threatening fires occur each year. The loss

caused 
by 

these 
incidents 

is 
enorm

ous, 
tragically 

three
p

ersons died as a result of such fires. O
ne p

erson also died
as a result of a fire follow

ing a road traffic accident.

The fire authority attended num
erous other sp

ecial services
incidents that resulted in six fatalities and em

p
hasises the

m
ulti-functionary role of the service p

rovided.

TR
A

IN
IN

G
There is a very strict training regim

e in the Fire Brigade as is
necessitated 

by 
the 

som
etim

es 
difficult 

and 
dangerous

environm
ent 

in 
w

hich 
Fire 

Fighters 
w

ork. 
Fire 

Fighters
undergo over one hundred hours training every year, this
includes the latest advances in techniq

ues used to tackle the
fires 

know
n 

as 
flashover 

and 
backdraft 

and 
the 

latest
m

ethods of extraction of casualties from
 vehicles involved

in incidents. This is p
articularly im

p
ortant in view

 of the
advances 

in 
active 

safety 
technology 

em
p

loyed 
in 

the
m

odern car, airbags and seatbelt tensioning do save lives
the instant an accident occurs but can p

ose a serious threat
to rescue p

ersonnel.

The Brigade now
 holds block R.T.A

. training over a num
ber

of 
days, 

in 
w

hich 
the 

necessary 
skills 

are 
learnt 

and
p

ractised.

Sligo is now
 a hot fire training centre and offers this facility

nationally for the training of Fire Fighters throughout the
country. This facility is used to dem

onstrate and train Fire
Fighters in the latest techniq

ues and eq
uip

m
ent necessary

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil A
n

n
u

al R
ep

o
rt 2

0
0

5

SLIG
O

 FIR
E A

U
TH

O
R

ITY

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil C
u

sto
m

er Services   �
071 9111 111   

cu
sto

m
erservices@

slig
o

co
co

.ie

Corporate Services Directorate

18

�
M

ajor em
ergency exercise at C

urry Village

The Fire Authority provides a num
ber of services ranging from

 the
em

ergency response to incidents such as fires, road traffic accidents,
air accidents, chem

ical incidents and m
ore recently biological

incidents, to ensuring the fire safety of the built environm
ent

through certification, inspection and enforcem
ent.
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for their p
rotection and the saving of lives. The fire service

now
 has nationally q

ualified m
edical first resp

onders in all
stations and in the Sligo office.

The Breathing A
p

p
aratus training centre has been used as a

national training centre follow
ing m

odernisation and the
installation of a gas fire system

; this is used to train staff in
p

rop
er search and rescue techniq

ues and in the use of
Breathing A

p
p

aratus in fire situations.

Local industries have also facilitated the Brigade in carrying
out Pre-Fire Training in w

hich various typ
es of incidents are

staged and training undertaken so that should a sim
ilar

incident occur the Brigade w
ill have the necessary skills and

resources 
needed 

to 
deal 

w
ith 

it 
in 

an 
efficient 

and
p

rofessional m
anner.

Slig
o’s 

Fire 
Fig

hters 
are 

certified
 

users 
of 

A
utom

ated
External D

efibrilators (A
ED

) and do refresher training every
90 days.

The Fire A
uthority also took p

art in a m
ajor em

ergency
exercise at C

urry village as p
art of the regional training for

the coordinated resp
onse to incidents and is now

 a regional
decontam

ination resp
onse centre. 

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 FIR

E SA
FETY

Talks w
ere given to the elderly and other group

s on fire
safety. 

G
roup

s 
of 

p
rim

ary 
school 

stud
ents 

visited
 

the
stations and w

atched fire safety videos and dem
onstrations.

In all, ap
p

roxim
ately 400 students visited the station.

G
roup

s 
from

 
secon

d
ary 

sch
ools, 

Slig
o 

In
stitute 

of
Technology and the local com

m
unity also p

articip
ated in

courses held in the Fire Station.

These 
courses 

reinforce 
the 

need 
for 

vigilance 
w

hen 
it

com
es to fire safety and brings this m

essage back to their
hom

es, schools and w
orkp

laces.

The Fire A
uthority p

rocessed over 212 Fire Safety C
ertificate

ap
p

lications as req
uired under Building C

ontrol Legislation
and dealt w

ith in excess of 200 Planning A
p

p
lications under

the Planning A
cts. These ap

p
lications covered a w

ide range
of p

rem
ises from

 A
p

artm
ent Blocks, H

otels, and Shop
s to

large com
m

ercial develop
m

ents. Insp
ections w

ere carried
out under the various licensing legislation covering nearly
every typ

e of p
rem

ises from
 p

etroleum
 stores to dance

licences. The Fire A
uthority m

ade com
m

ent on all transfer
of licences before the courts and carried out num

erous
‘during 

p
erform

ance’ 
insp

ections 
of 

dance 
halls, 

p
ublic

houses and w
orkp

laces to ensure the Fire Safety Standards
w

ere being up
held. G

enerally the level of co-op
eration

received w
hen advice is given is very good.

FIR
E STA

TIO
N

S A
N

D
 A

PPLIA
N

C
ES

In the last num
ber of years, the ageing Fire Engines in

Enniscrone, Tubbercurry, Ballym
ote and Sligo have been

rep
laced 

w
ith 

new
 

m
odern 

ap
p

liances. 
The 

Em
ergency

Tender in Sligo is in its 14th year of op
erational use w

ith
som

e 
of 

th
e 

eq
uip

m
en

t 
th

ereon
 

over 
20 

years 
old

. 
A

n ap
p

lication for funding w
ill be m

ade to the D
ep

artm
ent

of the Environm
ent, H

eritage and Local G
overnm

ent for the
rep

lacem
ent of this ap

p
liance.

Plan
s 

w
ere 

sub
m

itted
 

to 
th

e 
D

ep
artm

en
t 

of 
th

e
Environm

ent, 
H

eritag
e 

and
 

Local 
G

overnm
ent 

for 
the

funding and up
grading of Sligo Fire Station in line w

ith
current req

uirem
ents and this m

atter is being p
rogressed,

as is the p
rovision of the new

 Fire Station in Ballym
ote.

C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

TIO
N

S
The 24-hour W

atchroom
 at H

eadq
uarters dealt w

ith all
em

ergency calls for the Borough and C
ounty for over 25

years and has now
 been rep

laced w
ith the C

om
p

uter A
ided

M
obilisation Project (C

A
M

P). 

�
Presentation by Sligo Fire A

uthority to O
ncology U

nit

�
Em

ergency Training Exercise at C
urry Village

Corporate Services Directorate
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IN
FO

R
M

A
TIO

N
 TEC

H
N

O
LO

G
Y

The 
Inform

ation 
Technolog

y 
D

ep
artm

ent 
p

rovid
es 

I.T.
Services to both Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil and Sligo Borough

C
ouncil. 

2005 
saw

 
substantial 

develop
m

ent 
of 

facilities
p

rovided by the IT D
ep

artm
ent. A

 m
ajor up

grade of the
com

m
un

ication
s 

system
 

took 
p

lace 
w

ith
 

th
e

im
p

lem
entation of a m

odern telep
hone infrastructure and

the im
p

lem
entation of broadband links betw

een offices in
Slig

o 
tow

n
. 

Th
e 

n
ew

 
telep

h
on

e 
system

 
in

corp
orates

m
odern state of the art technology and w

ill allow
 better

com
m

unication 
betw

een 
staff 

and 
a 

m
ore 

stream
lined

system
 for p

ublic contact at a m
ore econom

ical cost than
p

reviously. 
B

road
b

an
d

 
d

ata 
lin

ks 
w

ill 
allow

 
b

etter
in

form
ation

 
flow

s 
th

roug
h

out 
th

e 
org

an
isation

 
an

d
ultim

ately p
rovide for an im

p
roved service to the p

ublic.

Im
p

lem
entation of the Integrated Planning System

 in Sligo
Local A

uthorities has continued w
ith its im

p
lem

entation in
Sligo Borough. The system

 com
p

rises D
ocum

ent Im
aging

(iD
ocs), 

Plan
n

in
g

 
G

IS 
(g

eog
rap

h
ic 

rep
resen

tation
 

of
Planning inform

ation on electronic m
ap

s), and the iPlan
(Planning A

dm
inistration System

). This is an area w
hich

continues to be develop
ed for both Sligo Local A

uthorities
and w

ill result in the exp
ansion of services and inform

ation
available online. 

Services currently available online w
hich m

ay be accessed
through Sligo Local A

uthorities w
eb sites are:

●
Planning enq

uiries

●
Register of Electors enq

uiries

●
Paym

ent of traffic fines

●
M

otor Tax online

●
Sligo C

ounty Library C
atalogue

D
evelop

m
ents in the Planning A

rea and the p
rovision of

online 
services 

are 
p

art 
of 

an 
ongoing 

m
odernisation

p
rocess. 

This 
p

rocess 
is 

also 
being 

extended 
to 

other
services p

rovided by Sligo Local A
uthorities and w

ill enable
easier access to inform

ation and m
axim

ise the num
ber of

on-line services. 

R
EG

ISTER
 O

F
ELEC

TO
R

S
The C

ouncil is resp
onsible

for the p
rep

aration of the
Reg

ister 
of 

Electors
annually. There are 48,244
electors registered on the
2005/2006 

Register. 
The

cost 
of 

p
rep

arin
g

 
th

e
Register is borne by the
C

ouncil and is estim
ated

to be €
87,500 in 2005.

H
IG

H
ER

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

 G
R

A
N

TS
Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil assisted 489 students under the 2004

H
igher Education G

rants Schem
e. There w

ere 176 new
ap

p
licants and 313 continuing students. The schem

e is
adm

inistered by the C
ouncil on behalf of the D

ep
artm

ent
of Education and Science. 

In the academ
ic year 2004/2005, Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil

allocated €
169,230 in Social M

aintenance G
rant assistance.

A
 

total 
of 

€
1,796,222 

w
as 

allocated 
by 

Sligo 
C

ounty
C

ouncil to students in m
aintenance and fees. 

Ballym
ote

10,040

D
rom

ore
5,697

Sligo/D
rum

cliffe
11,951

Sligo
/Strandhill

13,219

Tubbercurry
7,337

N
um

b
er o

f Electo
rs b

y A
rea:



M
A

JO
R

 N
A

TIO
N

A
L R

O
A

D
 PR

O
JEC

TS

N
4 Slig

o
 In

n
er R

elief R
o

ute 
an

d
 C

o
un

ty Exten
sio

n
 

“H
elping to position Sligo as the prem

ier econom
ic gatew

ay
of the N

orthw
est region.”

The Sligo Inner Relief Road Project w
as com

p
leted m

any
m

onths ahead of its original schedule and w
as officially

op
ened by M

inister for Transp
ort, M

r M
artin C

ullen, TD
, on

2nd Sep
tem

ber 2005. In w
elcom

ing this achievem
ent, the

Sligo Local A
uthorities acknow

ledge the co-op
eration of the

p
eop

le of Sligo, w
ho show

ed great p
atience and goodw

ill
throughout the various stages of the contract. The p

roject
w

as funded by the Irish G
overnm

ent under the N
ational

D
evelop

m
ent Plan and p

art funded by the Europ
ean U

nion
under the Europ

ean Regional D
evelop

m
ent Fund

The 4.5 km
 road runs from

 the C
arraroe roundabout South

of Sligo to M
ichael H

ughes Bridge N
orth of the city centre.

Tw
o bridges at C

arraroe facilitates the m
ovem

ent of traffic
from

 D
ublin and the South onto the roundabout. These w

ill
also allow

 the flow
 of traffic in and out of the city w

ith easy
access on and off the roundabout. The over bridge at the
C

altragh Interchange p
rovides a link into C

rozon and w
ill

ultim
ately link w

ith the W
estern D

istributor Route, w
hich

w
ill cater for the m

edium
 to long term

 develop
m

ent of
Sligo Borough and its environs. 

R
O

A
D

 TR
A

N
SPO

R
TA

TIO
N

 A
N

D
 SA

FETY

�
Part of the city section of the N

4.
�

Part of the county section of the N
4.

IN
FR

A
STR

U
C

TU
R

A
L SER

V
IC

ES D
IR

EC
TO

R
A

TE
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FA
C

T
S A

N
D

 FIG
U

R
ES

The contract for the Sligo Inner Relief 
Road required:

680,000 cubic m
etres of excavation

510,000 cubic m
etres of fill

610,000 cubic m
etres of top

soil

63,000 m
etres of drainage and ducts

8,000 m
etres of fencing

120,000 sq
uare m

etres of blacktop

9,000 cubic m
etres of structural concrete

10,000 sq
uare m

etres of w
all finishes

10,000 sq
uare m

etres of decorative p
aving



W
H

A
T TH

EY
SA

ID
 A

B
O

U
T TH

E
R

ELIEF R
O

A
D

…
M

inister for Transport,
M

artin
 C

ullen
, TD

:
Balanced regional develop

m
ent, here in

the northw
est and in all the regions is 

an 
econom

ic 
and 

p
olitical 

im
p

erative. 
W

ith 
the 

com
p

letion 
of 

this 
p

roject, 
Sligo 

is 
op

ened 
to 

new
 

develop
m

ent
op

p
ortun

ities, 
existing

 
b

usinesses 
can

p
rosp

er and jobs in the area can grow
.

C
ounty M

anager,H
ub

ert K
earn

s:
The op

ening of the new
 inner relief road

is a m
ajor step

 forw
ard for Sligo. A

s w
ell

as the im
m

ediate and tangible benefits in
term

s of im
p

roved journey tim
es, the new

road 
w

ill 
p

rovide 
the 

im
p

etus 
for 

the
continued 

grow
th 

and 
develop

m
ent 

of
Sligo and its environs.

D
irector of Infrastructural Services,

Seam
us C

o
n

can
n

o
n

:
D

uring the construction p
hase the p

ublic
w

ere 
very 

understanding 
because 

they
understood 

the 
benefits 

of 
the 

p
roject. 

I think the Inner Relief Road w
ill not only

im
p

rove confidence in Sligo city, it w
ill

also help
 create greater accep

tability for
other m

ajor infrastructure p
rojects in the

p
ip

eline.

C
hairm

an of the N
ational Roads

A
uthority,Peter M

alo
n

e:
The Sligo Inner relief Road w

ill p
rovide for

a safer m
ovem

ent of traffic in the tow
n,

relieve congestion and as the gatew
ay to

the northw
est of the country, w

ill allow
Sligo to build on its rep

utation as a m
ajor

tourist destination.

ID
A

 Regional M
anager,

Jo
e M

cH
ug

h
:

The delivery of the new
 Inner Relief Road

w
ill further help

 to p
osition Sligo as the

p
rem

ier 
econ

om
ic 

g
atew

ay 
of 

th
e

northw
est region, reaffirm

ing its status
under 

the 
N

ational 
Sp

atial 
Strategy. 

A proper transport infrastructure is critical
both in term

s of inw
ard investm

ent and
indigenous developm

ent.

Infrastructural Services Directorate
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C
altragh - Start of p

roject

A
p

p
roach to C

arraroe - during contract

U
p

p
er John Street – w

ork in p
rogress
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N
15 R

ealig
n

m
en

t – Slig
o

 to
 C

o
un

ty B
o

un
d

ary
The 

N
15 

N
ational 

Prim
ary 

Route 
is 

p
art 

of 
a 

strategic
corridor link connecting Sligo w

ith the tow
ns of Bundoran,

B
allysh

an
n

on
, 

D
on

eg
al 

Tow
n

, 
B

allyb
ofey, 

Stran
orlar,

Letterkenny and D
erry. 

In view
 of the existing and p

rojected traffic volum
es it is

p
rop

osed to construct a new
 dual carriagew

ay and 2 + 1
road

 
w

hich 
w

ill 
b

y-p
ass 

the 
villag

es 
of 

Rathcorm
ack,

D
rum

cliffe, G
range and C

liffoney.

The realigned N
15 w

ill rep
resent a m

ajor investm
ent in the

county’s infrastructure and the com
p

leted p
roject w

ill:

●
Reduce travel tim

e and im
p

rove access to the N
orth

W
est

●
Reduce transp

ort costs

●
Reduce accident rates, p

articularly fatal and serious
injury accidents

●
Im

p
rove the com

p
etitiveness and efficiency of the

econom
y both locally and nationally

●
C

reate a safer environm
ent for vulnerable road users

such as p
edestrians, cyclists and children.

Follow
ing

 
the 

p
ub

lic 
consultation 

for 
route 

selection,
subm

issions w
ere considered together w

ith the results of
the 

sp
ecialist 

environm
ental 

stud
ies 

and
 

an 
em

erg
ing

p
referred route w

as draw
n up

. The em
erging p

referred
route is a com

bination of the four routes show
n at the

p
revious 

consultation, 
w

ith 
som

e 
m

inor 
m

od
ifications

included in order to reduce the im
p

act on individual houses
or archaeological sites. 

N
17 C

o
llo

o
n

ey to
 C

h
arlesto

w
n

 R
o

ad
(Tub

b
ercurry B

y-Pass) 
The design of the 10 km

 section of the N
17 route, from

Rath
scan

lon
 

to 
A

ch
on

ry 
(Tub

b
ercurry 

B
y-Pass) 

w
as

ad
van

ced
 

d
urin

g
 

2005. 
O

n
g

oin
g

 
stud

ies 
for 

th
e 

EIS
(Environm

ental 
Im

p
act 

Statem
ent) 

w
ere 

p
rogressed 

as
follow

s:

●
Socio-econom

ic im
p

act

●
Im

p
act on landscap

e, ecology, geology, traffic route
lighting and agriculture.

W
ork p

rogressed on p
relim

inary design and C
om

p
ulsory

Purch
ase 

O
rd

er 
p

roced
ures. 

Th
e 

con
struction

 
w

ill
com

m
ence 2008/2009.

N
4 C

lo
o

n
am

ah
o

n
 to

 C
astleb

ald
w

in
D

esig
n

 
of 

th
e 

1
2

 
km

 
route 

from
 

C
loon

am
ah

on
 

to
C

astlebaldw
in w

as advanced in 2005 and ongoing studies
for 

th
e 

EIS 
(En

viron
m

en
tal 

Im
p

act 
Statem

en
t) 

w
ere

p
rogressed to determ

ine im
p

act on landscap
e, ecology,

geology and agriculture. 

N
A

TIO
N

A
L R

O
A

D
 PR

O
JEC

TS
The follow

ing w
orks w

ere undertaken w
ith grants allocated

by the N
ational Roads A

uthority

●
N

15 – 2.07 km
 of q

uality overlay at C
astlegal 

( €
745,608 exp

ended)

●
N

15 – 2.8 km
 of q

uality overlay at M
ullaghnaneane 

( €
1,005,647 exp

ended)

●
N

4 - 1.62 km
 of p

avem
ent strengthening at A

rdloy
and C

arrow
nagark ( €

301,900)

●
N

16 - 3km
 of p

avem
ent strengthening/surface

dressing at Barroe/D
unally ( €

290,862 exp
ended)

●
N

17 - 1.25km
 of p

avem
ent strengthening at C

astleoye
(N

orth of Tubbercurry) ( €
146,618 exp

ended)

●
N

59 - 1.78 km
 of p

avem
ent strengthening/asp

halt
surface at Ballysadare ( €

366,534 exp
ended)

●
N

59 - 0.85 km
 of p

avem
ent strengthening/asp

halt
surface at Beltra ( €

176,966 exp
ended)

●
N

59 - Junction realignm
ent – G

rant of €
200,000

allocated, Junctions im
p

roved at N
59/R298, Tanrego

W
est and C

altragh

●
N

4 - Sligo tow
n streets: A

delaide Street and Pearse
Road, betw

een C
airns Rd and M

ail C
oach Road

junction w
ere surfaced. ( €

553,442 exp
ended)

●
N

4 D
ual C

arriagew
ay m

edian barrier: The installation
of the m

edian barrier on the section of road betw
een

C
arraroe and C

ollooney w
as com

p
leted. ( €

206,279
exp

ended).

A
ccid

en
t R

em
ed

ial Sch
em

es
A

 grant of €
160,000 w

as allocated under this schem
e and

w
orks w

ere undertaken at:

●
N

4 Sligo Borough – Pearse Road/C
airns Road

●
N

15 Sligo Borough

●
N

15 C
ashelgarron

●
N

16 Sligo Borough – D
uck Street

●
N

17 C
urry

●
N

17 Rhue

●
N

59 junction signage/road m
arkings im

p
rovem

ents.
The exp

enditure of €
200,833 w

as incurred.

W
in

ter M
ain

ten
an

ce
The N

ational Roads A
uthority allocated a grant of €

160,000
for N

ational Roads and a grant of 
€

40,000 for the N
59.

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil has five m
odern salt spreaders and

snow
 ploughs for w

inter m
aintenance of roads.
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N
17 R

O
A

D
 IM

PR
O

V
EM

EN
T

Sections 
of 

this 
road 

betw
een 

C
loonacurra 

(N
orth 

of
Ballinacarrow

) 
and

 
Rhue 

(South 
of 

Tub
b

ercurry) 
w

ere
im

p
roved 

by 
w

idening 
of 

the 
carriagew

ay/verge. 
This

involved excavating out the grass verges and laying crushed
stone and surface dressing. Substantial w

orks w
ere carried

out at Rhue junction that im
p

roves traffic safety in the area.
The exp

enditure on this schem
e w

as €
717,774.

M
etricatio

n
 o

f Sp
eed

 Lim
it Sig

n
s

The sp
eed lim

it signs at tow
ns and villages w

ere changed to
com

p
ly w

ith the m
etrication of sp

eed lim
its nationally. N

ew
p

oles/signs w
ere erected at junctions of N

ational Roads
w

ith N
on-N

ational Roads. The sp
eed lim

it on our rural
national roads is 100km

/h w
hile the sp

eed lim
it on rural

n
on

-n
ation

al 
road

s 
is 

8
0

km
/h

. 
Th

e 
N

ation
al 

Road
s

A
uthority and the D

ep
artm

ent of Environm
ent, H

eritage
and Local G

overnm
ent funded the cost of erecting signs

and p
oles.

N
O

N
-N

A
TIO

N
A

L R
O

A
D

 SPEC
IFIC

IM
PR

O
V

EM
EN

T SC
H

EM
ES

R
294 D

rum
askib

b
o

le/G
len

ag
o

o
lag

h
The realignm

ent of a 0.4 km
 section w

as carried out
costing 

€
795,149. The ground w

as very p
oor

and the rem
oval of up

 to 5m
 of soft m

aterial
w

as necessary.

R
294 M

ullag
h

ro
e

Realig
n

m
en

t 
of 

th
e 

road
continued. The cost of
realigning 0.34 km
w

as €
490,871.

R
297 M

uckd
uff/B

artrag
h

W
ork com

m
enced on the realignm

ent of a 0.6 km
 section

of this road. Earthw
orks w

ere com
p

leted and the road base
is p

artly laid. A
 new

 bridge is being erected on the re-
aligned road. This construction of this schem

e w
ill continue

in 2006. The exp
enditure w

as €
510,461.

R
292 K

n
ap

p
ag

h
m

o
re

C
onstruction 

com
m

enced
 

on 
the 

realig
nm

ent 
of 

this
section 

of 
R292 

from
 

the 
borough 

boundary 
tow

ards
Strandhill. A

 num
ber of p

ortions of front gardens w
ere

acq
uired and accom

m
odation w

orks/new
 garden boundary

w
alls and services w

ere p
rovided. The exp

enditure w
as

€
422,459.

R
292 Tully

A
ccom

m
odation w

orks w
ere carried out and p

aym
ents for

land acq
uired for the schem

e w
ere m

ade. The exp
enditure

w
as €

465,981.

R
2 B

allin
o

d
e/H

azelw
o

o
d

The re-alignm
ent of this section com

m
enced w

ithin the
Sligo borough area. The w

orks involved land acq
uisition,

laying services and p
avem

ent w
orks. A

 new
 T-Junction is

being constructed at the R284/L3408 (C
alry Rd) junction.

This schem
e w

ill continue in 2006. The exp
enditure w

as
€

422,549.
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N
O

N
-N

A
TIO

N
A

L R
O

A
D

 M
A

IN
TEN

A
N

C
E

A
N

D
 PA

V
EM

EN
T IM

PR
O

V
EM

EN
T

R
esto

ratio
n

 Im
p

ro
vem

en
t

A
 grant of €

4,901,000 w
as allocated by the D

ep
artm

ent of
Environm

ent, 
H

eritage 
and 

Local 
G

overnm
ent 

for 
road

reconstruction 
and 

surface 
restoration 

of 
N

on-N
ational

(Regional and Local) roads. This p
rovided for substantial

im
p

rovem
ents 

to 
be 

m
ade 

to 
the 

N
on-N

ational 
Road

N
etw

ork. 
Th

e 
w

orks 
con

sisted
 

of 
p

oth
ole 

rep
airs,

stren
g

th
en

in
g

 
of 

th
e 

road
 

p
avem

en
t 

w
ith

 
b

itum
en

m
acadam

 or graded crushed stone, double surface dressing
and drainage im

p
rovem

ent.

Bitum
en m

acadam
 w

as laid on the Regional Roads and on
som

e local roads w
ith high volum

es of traffic. These roads
w

ere then surface dressed to im
p

rove skid resistance.

Th
e 

follow
in

g
 

len
g

th
s 

of 
road

s 
im

p
roved

 
un

d
er 

th
is

schem
e:-

●
10.14km

 of regional roads

●
118.9km

 of local roads

●
A

 total of 129.04km
 of roadw

ay

R
esto

ratio
n

 M
ain

ten
an

ce
A

 grant of €
1,685,000 w

as allocated. This grant is intended
for surface dressing of N

on-N
ational Roads. M

ost of the
roads listed for surface dressing p

articularly the local roads
req

uired som
e strengthening/shap

ing w
ith graded crushed

stone 
and 

double 
surface 

dressing 
as 

w
ell 

as 
p

ot-hole
rep

airs and drainage im
p

rovem
ent.

The lengths of road im
p

roved under this grant w
ere:-

●
13.8km

 of Regional Roads

●
69.2km

 of Local Roads

●
A

 total of 83km
 of roadw

ay

D
iscretio

n
ary Im

p
ro

vem
en

t G
ran

t
A

 grant of 
€

636,000 w
as allocated to carry out m

inor
im

p
rovem

en
ts 

on
 

n
on

-n
ation

al 
road

s 
in

 
th

e
C

ouncil/Borough. W
ork undertaken included:-

●
C

onstruction of new
 foot-p

aths in Easkey, Tubbercurry,
G

urteen, Riverstow
n, C

ollooney, C
liffoney and

Strandhill

●
Public lighting Im

p
rovem

ent

●
Im

p
rovem

ent of sight-lines at junctions and re-
alignm

ent of road bends, bridge rep
airs

●
D

rainage w
orks

●
Flashing am

ber lights at schools

●
Road safety.

D
iscretio

n
ary M

ain
ten

an
ce G

ran
t

A
 

g
ran

t 
of 

€
752,000 

w
as 

p
rovid

ed
 

for 
th

e 
g

en
eral

m
aintenance of regional roads in the C

ounty. This p
rovided

for p
avem

ent m
aintenance, road m

arkings, drainage and
signage m

aintenance.

C
lass II an

d
 III R

o
ad

s
The 

D
ep

artm
ent 

of 
Environm

ent, 
H

eritag
e 

and
 

Local
G

overnm
ent (D

O
EH

LG
) allocated a grant of €

151,000 for
im

p
rovem

ent of these classes of roads. 6.58km
 of road w

as
im

p
roved w

ith this grant.

In 
addition 

to 
the 

D
O

EH
LG

 
grant, 

the 
D

ep
artm

ent 
of

C
om

m
unity, Rural and G

aeltacht A
ffairs allocated a grant of

€
387,784 for the im

p
rovem

ent of C
lass II and III roads and

for the p
rovision of am

ber flashing lights at schools.

●
17.2km

 of C
lass II and III road w

as im
p

roved

●
A

m
ber flashing lights w

ere erected at C
oola and

Kilm
actranny N

.S

C
lár/C

o
illte G

ran
ts

The D
ep

artm
ent of C

om
m

unity, Rural and G
aeltacht A

ffairs
and C

oillte Teoranta allocated a grant of 
€

17,500 for the
Restoration Im

p
rovem

ent Schem
e at Local Road L7105 at

C
astlegal. 1.1km

 of road w
as im

p
roved w

ith this grant.

A
ccid

en
t R

em
ed

ial Sch
em

es
A

 grant of 
€

88,000 w
as allocated under this schem

e and
w

ork w
as undertaken at:-

●
L2302 - C

orkam
ore

●
L7309/7316 - Ballinvoher

●
R290 - C

ollooney

●
R294 - Tubbercurry - Lough Talt C

ounty boundary.

Lo
cal Im

p
ro

vem
en

t Sch
em

es
The D

O
EH

LG
 allocates a grant for the im

p
rovem

ent of non-
p

ublic 
roads, 

w
hich 

benefit 
tw

o 
or 

m
ore 

landow
ners,

engaged in sep
arate agricultural activities. The beneficiaries

of a schem
e m

ust contribute tow
ards it – 10%

 for a schem
e

estim
ated to cost less than €

25,393 and 15%
 in excess of

this figure.

The 
D

O
EH

LG
 

grant 
allocated 

in 
2005 

w
as 

€
483,219

enabling 28 schem
es to be carried out.

The D
ep

artm
ent of C

om
m

unity, Rural and G
aeltacht A

ffairs
also p

rovided a grant of €
346,205 for Local Im

p
rovem

ent
Schem

es in C
LÁ

R areas. This enabled a further 26 schem
es

to be undertaken.
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D
uring sp

ring 2005 am
id routine bridge insp

ections, the
condition of A

rnasbrack Bridge w
as noted and w

as such as
to w

arrant em
ergency rep

airs. The extent of the bed scour
and dam

age w
as severe and a road closure w

as necessary.
The op

tion of com
p

lete rep
lacem

ent seem
ed the obvious

choice 
but 

follow
ing 

discussions 
w

ith 
our 

exp
erienced

outdoor staff it w
as decided that rep

air and reconstruction
of the structure w

as p
ossible, although difficult. The w

orks
involved substantial tem

p
orary p

rop
p

ing and a carefully
p

lanned and executed m
ethod of w

orking. Starting from
one end of the structure the foundations w

ere underp
inned

and rebuilt and any p
ortion of m

issing arch rebuilt thereon.
This p

rocess w
as rep

eated in stages along the structure as
far as the up

stream
 p

ortion w
here the condition w

as so
grave that it w

as necessary to rem
ove the rem

nants of the
arch and take dow

n the external arch ring (voussoirs) and
rebuild an entire p

ortion of the arch.

A
fter rebuilding the arch and new

 sp
randrel, the m

asonry
w

ork w
as continued and p

arap
ets, w

hich had long since
disap

p
eared, w

ere re-established on both sides of the road.
This w

ork w
as skilfully carried out by m

em
bers of Sligo

C
ounty C

ouncils staff Jam
es C

onlon (C
raftsm

an), Pat Foley
and Thom

as C
ollery, A

rea Sup
ervisor M

ichael H
aran, A

rea
Engineer Rosie Friel, under the overall direction of G

ary
Salter SEE. It is estim

ated that the w
orks w

ere carried out at
one third of the likely rep

lacem
ent cost of the structure.

This is another exam
p

le of the q
uality of direct labour w

ork.
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�
A

rnasbrack Bridge during restoration

�
 A

rnasbrack bridge after restoration
�

N
ew

 foundations, rebuilt
and p

ointed abutm
ents.

A
rnasbrack bridge �

before restoration

Prop
p

ing of the arch �
intrados during
restoration

Infrastructural Services Directorate



A
U

G
H

R
IS C

O
A

STA
L PR

O
TEC

TIO
N

 W
O

R
K

S
Progressive landw

ard erosion of the foreshore increased the
vulnerability of the old retaining w

all sup
p

orting C
ounty

Road 17a. Subseq
uent northerly storm

s, coincident w
ith

high tides resulted in critical p
ortions of the w

all collap
sing

in 
Sep

tem
b

er 
2005, 

exp
osing

 
the 

road
 

and
 

ad
jacent

dw
elling to underm

ining and dam
age. Em

ergency w
orks

w
ere req

uired to rep
lace the w

all and to re-instate the road.
Precast 

concrete 
units 

w
ere 

d
esig

ned
, 

fab
ricated

 
and

transp
orted to site. Prep

aration and site construction w
orks

w
ere ably carried out by Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil staff, under

the 
sup

ervision 
of 

G
ary 

Salter. 
The 

C
ouncil 

w
orked 

in
coop

eration 
w

ith 
the 

com
m

unity 
resulting

 
in 

a 
very

satisfactory final p
roduct. The county road w

as reop
ened in

N
ovem

ber w
ith m

inim
al disrup

tion.

The w
orks included:

●
D

esign of p
recast retaining/ p

arap
et / p

rotection w
all

●
O

nsite trim
m

ing of old w
alls

●
Foundation p

rep
aration

●
Reinforced concrete integral foundations

●
D

rainage w
orks

●
Road reconstruction and finishing w

orks.

C
U

LLY
 B

R
ID

G
E R

EPLA
C

EM
EN

T 2005
This tw

o sp
an bridge at C

ully, near the village of C
urry,

sp
ans over the River M

ullaghanoe, and is a tributary to the
River M

oy. The old m
asonry abutm

ents and centre p
ier

w
ere sup

p
orting an old concrete bridge deck, w

hich w
as in

very p
oor condition. A

 w
eight restriction w

as im
p

osed as a
safe guard to users. The old abutm

ents w
ere exam

ined and
assessed as being unable to sup

p
ort a new

 bridge deck. The
Structures Section of the C

ouncil designed a rep
lacem

ent
bridge, com

p
rising reinforced concrete abutm

ents and p
ier

and a new
 tw

o sp
an concrete integral bridge deck. D

uring
construction of the new

 bridge a tem
p

orary route w
as

p
rovided across the river by m

eans of fabricating a steel
culvert. 

Poor 
ground 

conditions 
and 

rap
id 

rising 
w

ater
levels m

ade these w
orking conditions very difficult. M

ost of
the w

ork w
as carried out by the C

ouncil’s outdoor staff
includ

ing
 

John 
C

ahill 
and

 
M

ichael 
C

arroll. 
The 

m
ore

sp
ecialised w

ork w
as carried out by D

erm
ot D

ooney Ltd.
The p

roject w
as funded by a Sp

ecial Im
p

rovem
ent G

rant
from

 
the 

D
ep

artm
ent 

in 
2005.

Th
e 

C
oun

cil 
w

orked
 

in
coop

eration
 

w
ith

 
th

e 
N

orth
W

estern Regional Fisheries Board
regarding environm

ental asp
ects

of this salm
on river.

B
R

ID
G

E R
ESTO

R
A

TIO
N

 A
N

D
 R

EPA
IR

S
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�
 Storm

 dam
age being insp

ected 
by Liam

 Kilgallon G
SS

�
 C

ully bridge rep
lacem

ent

�
 Sam

e w
all one w

eek later follow
ing another storm

, 
leaving adjacent county road and dw

elling vulnerable 
to dam

age and destruction



The current program
m

e of w
orks being delivered under Sligo

C
ounty C

ouncil’s Rural W
ater program

m
e w

ill see tw
elve

Private G
roup schem

es throughout the county benefiting
from

 the construction of new
 treatm

ent plants, w
hich w

ill
deliver a quality w

ater supply that m
eets EU

 standards.

W
hen Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil em

barked on its Rural W
ater

Program
m

e in 1997, it received an allocation of £101,300
for that year.  In 2005 this figure had grow

n to €
7 m

illion,
w

hich reflects great credit on the p
eop

le w
ho w

ork tirelessly
on this p

rogram
m

e. The success of Sligo’s Rural W
ater

p
rogram

m
e is founded on active p

artnership
 am

ong all
con

cern
ed

 
– 

G
roup

 
Sch

em
e 

C
om

m
ittees, 

N
ation

al
Federation, D

ep
artm

ent of the Environm
ent, and of course

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil.

C
ath

aoirleach
 

C
oun

cillor 
B

arry 
sees 

th
e 

Rural 
W

ater
Program

m
e as one of the C

ouncil’s m
ajor ‘success stories’ in

recent 
tim

es: 
 

‘I 
think 

the 
significant 

levels 
of 

funding
received by the D

ep
artm

ent is due acknow
ledgem

ent for
the 

excellent 
w

ork 
being 

carried 
out 

by 
Sligo 

C
ounty

C
ouncil and the various G

roup
 Schem

e  C
om

m
ittees on the

ground.  There is an excellent w
orking relationship

 betw
een

the C
ouncil and the local com

m
unities;  w

e are all w
orking

tow
ards a com

m
on objective, the delivery of a good q

uality
w

ater sup
p

ly that m
eets the req

uired EU
 standards.’

1800 h
o

uses to
 b

en
efit

Tw
o ‘bundles’ of contracts w

ere signed in C
ounty H

all in
late 2005, w

ith the w
ork to be carried out by Treatm

ent
Services Ltd., Kilkenny.

The Schem
es included in the ‘N

orthw
est G

roup
’ are:

●
Keelogaboy

●
C

astletow
n

●
D

rum
 East

●
Benbulben

●
Ballintrillick

●
Beltra

The schem
es included in the South East G

roup
 are:

●
G

eevagh/H
ighw

ood

●
C

ulfadda

●
C

astlebaldw
in

●
C

orrick

●
Keash

●
D

oongeela

W
hen the current p

rogram
m

e of w
ork is com

p
leted in

sum
m

er 2006, a q
uality w

ater sup
p

ly w
ill be delivered to

ap
p

roxim
ately 1,800 households throughout the county.

PU
B

LIC
 SEW

ER
A

G
E SC

H
EM

ES
Slig

o 
C

oun
ty 

C
oun

cil 
h

as 
com

p
leted

 
n

ew
 

sew
erag

e
schem

es under the rural w
ater p

rogram
m

e at Ballisodare,
C

loonacool and A
clare.  These w

orks w
ere com

p
leted as

D
esign and Build contracts and w

ere aw
arded follow

ing a
com

p
etitive tender p

rocess.  C
onstruction com

p
leted on

W
astew

ater 
Treatm

ent 
W

orks 
(W

TW
) 

in 
D

rom
ore 

W
est.

This 
w

as 
financed

in
-h

ouse 
b

y 
th

e
C

oun
ty 

C
oun

cil
an

d
 

th
e 

cap
ital

costs 
recovered

from
 

d
evelop

ers
w

h
o 

avail 
of 

th
e

service.
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�
 Ballintrillick G

roup
 W

ater Schem
e

�
 Public Sew

erage Schem
e - Ballisodare

�
 Ben Bulben G

roup
 W

ater Schem
e



C
O

U
N

TY
 SLIG

O
 W

A
TER

 
C

O
N

SERV
A

TIO
N

 PR
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

The roll-out of this p
rogram

m
e has been very successful in

addressing w
ater leaks and w

astage.  The p
rogram

m
e is

alm
ost totally grant-financed from

 the D
ep

artm
ent of the

Environm
ent, 

H
eritage 

and 
Local 

G
overnm

ent. 
 

A
 

new
telem

etry system
 w

as installed in 2005 enabling rem
ote

m
onitoring of reservoir levels, p

ressures and flow
s on the

w
ater netw

orks throughout the entire county.  

SLIG
O

 A
N

D
 EN

V
IR

O
N

S - W
A

TER
 SERV

IC
ES

IN
V

ESTM
EN

T PR
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

H
aving 

com
p

leted 
the 

construction 
of 

new
 

trunk 
lines

betw
een Kilsellagh and Farranacardy Reservoir during 2004

and 2005 new
 p

ip
ew

ork w
as linked to the Reservoir, below

Kilsellagh D
am

 at the A
ccess C

ulvert in D
ecem

ber 2005.

C
onstruction of one of three new

 intakes at Kilsellagh D
am

w
ere carried out as part of the refurbishm

ent program
m

e.
The w

ater from
 Kilsellagh is supplied from

 three stream
s - the

stream
 show

n is G
lackbaun.

C
IS D

A
TA

 C
A

PTU
R

E PR
O

JEC
T

Th
e 

Local 
G

overn
m

en
t 

C
om

p
uter 

Services 
B

oard
 

in
association w

ith Kerry C
ounty C

ouncil has develop
ed the

C
om

p
lete Inform

ation System
 softw

are for use in Local
A

uthorities throughout the country.  D
ata C

ap
ture is carried

out by m
eans of a G

lobal Positioning System
 (G

IS) and is
funded by the D

ep
artm

ent of the Environm
ent, H

eritage
and Local G

overnm
ent. It is at an advanced stage in Sligo

and the w
ater sup

p
ly elem

ent w
as substantially com

p
lete in

2005.  It is p
rop

osed to continue this w
ork during 2006

w
ith

 
th

e 
m

ap
p

in
g

 
an

d
 

valid
ation

 
of 

w
astew

ater
infrastructure in the C

ounty.  

IN
TEG

R
A

TED
 SERV

IC
E

The 
W

ater 
Services 

function 
for 

b
oth 

authorities 
w

as
com

bined in the Infrastructural D
irectorate from

 January,
2004, and the C

ouncil is now
 giving an integrated service

to the borough and county areas.

M
A

JO
R

 SC
H

EM
ES

C
onstruction 

is 
d

ue 
to 

start 
in 

2006 
on 

Slig
o 

M
ain

D
rainage, W

astew
ater Treatm

ent W
orks, the largest current

W
ater Services Schem

e in the county.  The construction of
the w

orks is exp
ected to take tw

o years.  In addition to
catering for the p

resent and future needs of Sligo city, the
schem

e w
ill also facilitate the develop

m
ent of C

arraroe,
Rosses Point and Teesan/Lisnalurg.  

It 
is 

p
lanned 

to 
go 

to 
construction 

in 
2006 

on 
the

Enniscrone 
Sew

age 
Treatm

ent 
W

orks. 
 

Tenders 
w

ill 
be

invited also in 2006 for the new
 Kilsellagh W

ater Treatm
ent

W
orks, w

hich w
ill cater for Sligo C

ity N
orth and Environs as

w
ell as the Rosses Point Peninsula.

The C
ouncil is p

laying a m
ajor role in the develop

m
ent of a

num
ber of tow

ns by p
roviding w

ater/w
astew

ater services in
such as A

clare, C
loonacool, Ballisodare, C

oolaney, D
rom

ore
W

est, G
range, Tubbercurry, C

arney and Strandhill.
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The p
rincip

al activity of Sligo C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Board
over 

2005 
w

as 
an 

extensive 
review

 
of 

the 
Integrated

Econom
ic, Social and C

ultural Strategy 2002-2012 and the
develop

m
ent of a three year A

ction Plan for 2006 to 2008.

The review
 of the strategy took into account the follow

ing
develop

m
ents since its p

ublication in M
arch 2002 - the

N
ation

al 
Sp

atial 
Strateg

y 
(N

SS), 
Reg

ion
al 

Plan
n

in
g

G
uidelines, 2002 C

ensus, p
ublishing of Sligo and Environs

Plans, C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Plan and Local A
rea Plans,

En
terp

rise 
Irelan

d
’s 

Strateg
y, 

Policin
g

 
B

ill, 
D

isab
ility

Legislation, establishm
ent of the Regional D

rugs Task Force,
Joint M

inisterial Initiative etc. These have all im
p

acted on
the 

Strategy 
and 

it 
is 

necessary 
to 

up
date 

the 
C

D
B’s

objectives and actions in light of these.

Th
e 

M
in

ister 
for 

En
viron

m
en

t 
H

eritag
e 

an
d

 
Local

G
overnm

ent, M
r D

ick Roche, outlined the p
rocess w

hich
the 

review
 

should 
take 

and 
Boards 

w
ere 

req
uested 

to
consider their co

re co
-o

rd
in

atio
n

 ro
le

and em
p

hasise in
p

articular 
the 

co
-o

p
eratio

n
 

an
d

 
in

teg
ratio

n
of 

p
ublic

sector agencies activities at local level. The p
rocess w

as as
follow

s:

●
the selection of a lim

ited num
ber of key p

riorities and
actions w

hich the C
D

B w
ill concentrate on over the

next three years;

●
a fo

cus o
n

 in
teg

rative actio
n

s
aim

ed at a m
o

re
jo

in
ed

-up
 ap

p
ro

ach
to lo

cal service d
elivery

involving relevant agencies; and

●
a clearly defined im

p
lem

entation w
ork p

rogram
m

e for
2006 – 2008

The Review
 has resulted in:

1.
Identification of a lim

ited num
ber of key p

riorities and
actions on w

hich the C
D

B w
ill concentrate over the

next three years, w
ith p

articular reference to achieving
the core C

D
B objective of im

p
roved co-ordination of

local p
ublic service delivery;

2.
Identification of key develop

m
ents at local, regional

and national level that have occurred since the
Strategies w

ere p
rep

ared, and an assessm
ent of their

im
p

lications;

3.
Identification of w

hat has been achieved to date in
term

s of im
p

lem
entation of the Strategies;

4.
Exam

ination of the p
rocesses and m

echanism
s being

used to im
p

lem
ent and m

onitor the Strategies;

5.
In light of the above, any adjustm

ents needed in term
s

of p
riorities and im

p
lem

entation arrangem
ents

req
uired for the next three year p

eriod, 2006 – 2008
inclusive are now

 p
rop

osed.

D
IR

EC
TO

R
A

TE O
F

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY, 
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TER
PR

ISE A
N

D
 TH

E A
R

TS
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SLIG
O

 C
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U
N

TY
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EN
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A
R
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�C
D

B
 m

em
b

ers an
d

 Staff o
f C

o
m

m
un

ity an
d

 En
terp

rise w
o

rkin
g

 o
n

 R
eview

 o
f Strateg

y M
ay 2005

L-R front row
– Sharon Boles, Fiona C

andon, Sean Tem
p

any, M
iriam

 Scanlan Trill, 
Jim

m
y M

cG
arry (C

hairm
an), M

iriam
 Kivlehan, M

artin H
enry, M

arian H
argadan G

erry Q
ueenan.

L-R back row
– Eam

on H
aran, Siofra Kilcullen, Bridie C

onw
ay, H

ubert Kearns, C
hristy M

cD
onagh, 

M
ichael Burke, C

llr Sean M
ac M

anus, M
ichael Q

uigley, Frank Fox, H
ugh M

c C
onville, Rita A

nn Burke, 
Tom

 M
cG

ettrick, G
erry M

ullaney, D
am

ien Brennan, D
orothy C

larke



The Review
 Process for Sligo C

D
B w

as kick-started in early
2005 w

ith a survey of how
 board m

em
bers view

ed the C
D

B
p

rocess to date. The q
uestionnaire w

as designed to draw
out the key strategic and op

erational concerns of board
m

em
bers before develop

ing its action p
lan for 2006-2008.

A
ll of the existing and form

er m
em

bers of the board w
ere

invited to p
articip

ate in the review
. 

The follow
ing is a sum

m
ary of the m

ain p
oints em

erging
from

 the survey:

●
The strengths of the Board lie in its co

m
m

itm
en

t to
co

-o
p

eratio
n

, co
m

m
un

icatio
n

 an
d

 team
w

o
rk

●
O

p
erating w

eaknesses lie in the effectiveness of som
e

of the sub-structures and the need to develop
 a

stronger p
ublic p

rofile

●
The board identified the need for a m

ore flexible
ap

p
roach to ensure that everyone has a chance to

m
ake an effective contribution to m

eetings

●
Keynote sp

eakers on sp
ecific top

ics should be invited
to address m

eetings on p
riority issues and the C

D
B

should becom
e a forum

 for debate and discussion

●
There is a need to fo

cus o
n

 actio
n

s w
h

ich
 ad

d
-value

to
 th

e w
o

rk
of the various organisations on the

C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Board

●
Sp

ecial m
easures need to be taken to ensure that new

m
em

bers are given adeq
uate sup

p
ort to contribute to

the Board

●
There is a need for a m

ore focused ap
p

roach to the
m

onitoring of the C
D

B strategy

●
A

 need for a m
o

re co
llective ap

p
ro

ach
 to

 th
e

m
arketin

g
 o

f Slig
o

●
Social Inclusion continues to be a key strategic p

riority
for the Board.

The C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Board also p
ublished its Short-

Term
 A

ction Plan p
rogress rep

ort in January 2005. The
follow

ing is a sum
m

ary of the p
rogress in relation to actions

in the C
D

B strategy.

Slig
o

’s C
D

B
 Sh

o
rt Term

 A
ctio

n
 Pro

g
ress R

ep
o

rt 
2002-2005 

R
eview

 W
o

rksh
o

p
 M

ay 2005
Sligo C

D
B held a tw

o day review
 W

ork Shop
 in M

ay 2005
to assess p

rogress of activities and to p
rioritise areas for

sp
ecific inclusion in the three year A

ction Plan. This W
ork

Shop
 w

as facilitated by an indep
endent facilitator. 

Prio
rities fo

r 2006-2008
The 

follow
ing 

p
riorities 

w
ere 

identified 
for 

the 
C

ounty
D

evelop
m

ent Board:

1.
D

eliverin
g

 o
n

 G
atew

ay fo
r Slig

o
2.

R
ural D

evelo
p

m
en

t Strateg
y

3.
So

cial In
clusio

n
 an

d
 Eq

uality
4.

C
h

ild
care

5.
Pub

lic Safety
6.

Play &
 R

ecreatio
n

 Strateg
y

The action p
lan in relation to each of these p

riority areas
w

as ap
p

roved in p
rincip

le by the C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent
Board 

in 
D

ecem
ber 

2005. 
W

orking 
group

s 
have 

been
established to devise sp

ecific actions under each of these
p

riorities. 
Th

ese 
w

orkin
g

 
g

roup
s 

w
ill 

oversee 
th

e
im

p
lem

entation of the actions.

O
ther A

ctivities of the C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Board 2005:

●
Endorsem

ent of the follow
ing Local D

evelopm
ent Plans

●
Sligo Leader Partnership Social Inclusion Program

m
e

●
Sligo C

ounty C
hildcare C

om
m

ittee Annual Action Plan

●
C

om
m

unity of Lough Arrow
 Social Project Bi-Annual

Action Plan (C
LASP)

●
Sligo N

orthside Local D
evelopm

ent Plan

●
Subm

ission to M
inister for C

om
m

unications, M
arine &

N
atural Resources on Regional Broadband Program

m
e 

●
Subm

ission to M
inister for Arts, Sports and Tourism

 in
relation to special designation for the M

odel N
iland

collection in relation to tax incentives for donations to
the collection in recognition of the im

portance of
regional collections

●
Subm

ission of proposals for C
ohesion Funding 2005 to

D
epartm

ent of C
om

m
unity Rural and G

aeltacht Affairs 

●
Subm

ission of proposal on behalf of Sligo Volunteer
Bureau for funding under the C

ohesion M
easures

●
Facilitation of Sligo C

om
hairle na nÓ

g

●
D

evelopm
ent of an Integrated W

orking G
roup 

for Tubbercurry

●
Econom

ic D
evelopm

ent Project for Tubbercurry 
and Enniscrone

●
Participation in Regional Infrastructure G

roup w
ith

Leitrim
, D

onegal C
ounty D

evelopm
ent Boards

●
Participation on subm

ission on U
pper Shannon Rural

Renew
al Schem

e Tax Incentive to include supports for
business expansion, seed capital and expansion of
existing schem

e to include all rural village

●
Establishm

ent of w
orking group on job losses at 

Saehan M
edia

●
Establishm

ent of w
orking group on Rural D

evelopm
ent

●
Subm

ission to the Taxi Regulator

●
Input into Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil D

raft Litter 
M

anagem
ent Plan

●
Production of tw

o new
sletters in April and O

ctober 2005.
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Pro
g

ress R
ep

o
rt

Infrastructure
So

cial
In

clusio
n

Livin
g

C
ulture

N
o. of actions

im
p

lem
ented 

19
28

11

N
o. of actions

p
rogressing 

11
12

9

N
o. of actions

ongoing 
12

14
6

N
o. of actions

that w
ill not be

im
p

lem
ented 

5
9

0



It is estim
ated that at least 5,000 com

m
unity activists and

volunteers in the county are now
 linked into the C

ounty
C

om
m

unity Forum
 through their organisations affiliation.

The O
ffice of C

om
m

unity and Enterp
rise has p

rovided both
advisory and adm

inistrative sup
p

ort to the Forum
 and has

develop
ed a num

ber of p
rojects in conjunction w

ith its
voluntary m

anagem
ent com

m
ittee. 

R
ep

resen
tatio

n
al A

ctivities: Lo
cal, R

eg
io

n
al an

d
N

atio
n

al
The 22 m

em
bers of the m

anagem
ent group

 have m
et on a

m
onthly 

basis 
throughout 

2005 
and 

several 
subgroup

s
have com

m
itted tim

e to sp
ecific activities including the

p
roduction 

of 
a 

new
sletter, 

p
roduction 

of 
an 

up
dated

com
m

unity directory, develop
m

ent of the five area Fora,
organising 

conferences 
and 

sem
inars, 

recruitm
ent 

of 
a

subgroup
. Forum

 m
em

bers have also p
articip

ated in the
C

ounty D
evelop

m
ent Board, four Local A

uthority Strategic
Policy 

C
om

m
ittees, 

Sp
orts 

&
 

Recreation
 

Partn
ersh

ip
,

C
ounty 

C
hildcare 

C
om

m
ittee, 

C
ounty 

H
eritage 

Forum
,

Regional 
D

rugs 
Taskforce, 

Play 
A

dvisory 
Forum

, 
Social

Inclusion 
M

easures 
group

 
and 

PEA
C

E 
II 

Taskforce. 
Tw

o
m

em
bers of the Sligo Forum

 w
ere elected to the executive

of the N
ational Forum

 and ensure that the local forum
 is

up
-to-date on events at national level.

Strateg
ic Plan

n
in

g
 Sessio

n
In early February 2005 the Forum

 M
anagem

ent C
om

m
ittee

held a think in residential to re p
rioritize goals and actions

for 2005/2006. A
 w

ork p
lan w

as devised detailing a series
of actions to be undertaken. The Forum

 also review
ed its

rep
resentation p

articularly in relation to the social inclusion
cluster/sectoral interests and set about ensuring that, in
addition to Traveller and D

isability G
roup

 rep
resentatives,

the m
anagem

ent com
m

ittee w
ould include rep

resentatives
from

 youth group
s, group

s sup
p

orting refugees and asylum
seekers 

and
 

old
er 

p
ersons 

g
roup

s. 
Follow

ing
 

on 
this,

rep
resentatives w

ere sought from
 Sligo Youth Platform

,
D

iversity 
Sligo 

and 
the 

O
lder 

Persons 
Parliam

ent 
(w

ho
nom

inated a rep
resentative from

 local active age group
s).

Forum
 rep

resentatives also took an active p
art in an event

org
an

ised
 

to 
review

 
th

e 
C

oun
ty 

D
evelop

m
en

t 
Board

Strategy in M
ay and ensured that a num

ber of the issues
identified at their ow

n residential w
ere included in the

Strategy m
ost significantly rural develop

m
ent, childcare,

social inclusion and am
enities for young p

eop
le. 

R
esearch

, Sem
in

ars an
d

 Train
in

g
The Forum

 in p
artnership

 w
ith the O

ffice of C
om

m
unity

and Enterp
rise and the C

ounty D
evelop

m
ent Board has

conducted an inventory of the com
m

unity and voluntary
sector in the county. Inform

ation w
as collated on general

activities; 
sectors 

and
 

areas; 
the 

level 
and

 
nature 

of
volun

teerism
, 

th
e 

m
ain

 
sources 

of 
fun

d
in

g
 

etc. 
Th

is
database 

w
as 

com
p

lete 
in 

2005 
and 

the 
findings 

are
currently being analyzed for p

ublication in early 2006.

In A
p

ril the Forum
 hosted a very successful sem

inar entitled
Securing Fairness and W

ell-Being in a Land of Plenty in the
Sligo Park H

otel to p
rom

ote aw
areness of social inclusion in

the 
county 

am
ongst 

com
m

unity 
and 

voluntary 
sector

activists. Those p
resent w

ere addressed by Fr Sean H
ealy

and Brigid Reynolds of the C
O

RI Justice C
om

m
ission. 

Tw
o m

em
bers of the Forum

 are currently p
articip

ating in
the IC

BA
N

 (Irish C
entral Border C

orridor N
etw

ork -C
ross

B
ord

er 
B

od
y) 

in
itiative 

Join
in

g
 

up
 

D
evelop

m
en

t
Program

m
e. This is a year long p

rogram
m

e exam
ining

strategic issues of relevance to p
olicy m

akers in the IC
BA

N
region. 

A
 new

sletter w
as p

roduced by the m
anagem

ent com
m

ittee
in A

ugust dem
onstrating som

e of their activities.

Estab
lish

m
en

t o
f A

rea Fo
rum

: C
reatin

g
C

o
m

m
un

ity Po
w

er th
ro

ug
h

 K
n

o
w

led
g

e an
d

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 Pro

ject 
In A

ugust the Forum
, w

ith the sup
p

ort of the O
ffice of

C
om

m
un

ity 
an

d
 

En
terp

rise 
com

m
en

ced
 

an
 

in
ten

sive
p

roject in order to im
p

rove com
m

unications betw
een local

areas com
m

unity group
s and the m

anagem
ent group

 of
the C

ounty C
om

m
unity Forum

. 

From
 Sep

tem
ber to D

ecem
ber 2005 over 20 area Fora

m
eetings w

ere held in the five electoral areas of the C
ounty.

Funding w
as accessed under Peace II’s A

ctive C
itizenship

m
easure 

to 
b

uild
 

th
e 

cap
acity 

of 
th

e 
area 

foras 
to

p
articip

ate 
in

 
p

olicy- 
m

akin
g

 
locally, 

reg
ion

ally 
an

d
nationally. This w

ork w
as guided by a steering com

m
ittee

m
ade up

 of Forum
 rep

resentatives from
 each electoral area

and the O
ffice of C

om
m

unity and Enterp
rise. The p

riority
for 2006 is to develop

 these structures.
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After a year of intensive hard w
ork by its voluntary m

anagem
ent

com
m

ittee, Sligo C
ounty C

om
m

unity Forum
 is proud to confirm

 that
there are now

 alm
ost 500 com

m
unity and voluntary sector groups

affiliated, m
aking it the largest representative body for com

m
unity

and voluntary sector groups in the county.
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R
ecruitm

en
t o

f W
o

rker
The recruitm

ent p
rocess for the C

om
m

unity Forum
 Sup

p
ort

W
orker com

m
enced at the end of Sep

tem
ber 2005. The

w
orker w

ill be p
art-tim

e and is em
p

loyed by Sligo C
ounty

C
ouncil and m

anaged by a steering com
m

ittee m
ade up

 of
the C

om
m

unity Forum
 and Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil. 

C
o

m
m

un
ity an

d
 V

o
lun

tary Secto
r 

R
esearch

 Pro
ject

The findings of research into the com
m

unity and voluntary
g

roup
s 

in 
C

ounty 
Slig

o 
reveals 

a 
very 

vib
rant 

sector
engaged in a very broad range of activities ranging from
com

m
un

ity 
d

evelop
m

en
t, 

youth
 

w
ork, 

sp
orts 

an
d

recreation
, 

arts 
an

d
 

culture, 
h

eritag
e, 

en
terp

rise
develop

m
ent, sup

p
ort for the elderly, environm

ental and
num

erous other activities. The research, com
m

issioned by
the D

irectorate of C
om

m
unity and Enterp

rise, w
as aim

ed at
sup

p
orting 

the 
C

ounty 
C

om
m

unity 
Forum

 
to 

obtain 
a

current p
rofile of the sector w

ith a view
 to p

ublishing a
directory of active group

s in the C
ounty. M

eehan and Tully
and A

ssociates conducted an extensive survey of group
s in

the county from
 the m

onths of July 2005 to D
ecem

ber
2

0
0

5
 

un
d

er 
th

e 
d

irection
 

of 
a 

steerin
g

 
com

m
ittee.

Prelim
inary analysis of findings based on the returns of 493

eligible group
s revealed the follow

ing characteristics.

1.
The sector has generated job op

p
ortunities in the

C
ounty p

roviding em
p

loym
ent for 1391 p

eop
le or

alm
ost 6%

 of the current p
op

ulation at w
ork. This

figure obviously does not reflect the am
ount of

voluntary w
orkers engaged in com

m
unity and

voluntary sector activities.

2.
There are very few

 co-op
eratives or trusts in the sector.

The m
ajority of organisations are associations or

com
m

ittees (72%
) and only 24%

 are lim
ited

com
p

anies. 

3.
The m

ajority of group
s (77%

) hold an annual general
m

eeting and over half have a constitution.

4.
There are significant num

bers of p
eop

le in the C
ounty

involved in com
m

unity and voluntary activity. M
ost

group
s have over 16 m

em
bers w

ith 14%
 or 65 group

s

having over 100 m
em

bers p
lus. Som

e resp
ondents

w
ere unsure of the total m

em
bership

. Boards of
m

anagem
ent generally com

p
rised 1-10 m

em
bers.

5.
The age p

rofile of the sector and in p
articular the

Boards of M
anagem

ent is heavily w
eighted in favour of

the 41-64 age-group
 - only 5%

 of group
s rep

orted
having p

ersons under 21 involved in boards of
m

anagem
ent. 26%

 rep
orted having p

eop
le over 65

involved.

6.
W

hen asked to indicate w
hich electoral area the group

w
as located in the breakdow

n w
as as follow

s: D
rom

ore
48 group

s; Ballym
ote 114 group

s; Tubbercurry 52
group

s; Sligo/Strandhill 132 group
s; Sligo/D

rum
cliffe

119 group
s.

7.
Funding is sourced in the follow

ing w
ays: fund raising

(54%
); local state bodies (27%

); voluntary
contributions (27%

); m
em

bership
 fees (23%

).
Significantly only 5%

 or 24 group
s rep

orted accessing
EU

 funding.

8.
24%

 of group
s stated that they are /have been

involved in cross border activity.

9.
77%

 of group
s stated that they w

ould like to recruit
m

ore volunteers and w
ould utilise the services of a

volunteer centre to recruit volunteers and receive
training and sup

p
ort. C

urrently 15%
 of group

s have a
volunteer p

olicy.

A
 directory w

ith details of all of the group
s w

ill be p
ublished

in 
2006. 

Funding 
to 

com
p

lete 
this 

p
roject 

has 
been

received from
 the D

ep
artm

ent of C
om

m
unity Rural and

G
aeltach

t 
A

ffairs 
C

oh
esion

 
Fun

d
 

an
d

 
Slig

o 
Lead

er
Partnership

.

SLIG
O

 SO
C

IA
L IN

C
LU

SIO
N

 M
EA

SU
R

ES
G

R
O

U
P (SIM

)
The Sligo Social Inclusion M

easures (SIM
) group

 is a sub
com

m
ittee of the C

ounty D
evelop

m
ent Board set up

 to co-
ord

in
ate 

social 
in

clusion
 

activity 
in

 
th

e 
coun

ty. 
Th

is
C

om
m

ittee is facilitated by the O
ffice of C

om
m

unity and
Enterp

rise and aim
s to ensure that all local p

lans to address
ed

ucation
, 

em
p

loym
en

t, 
w

elfare, 
accom

m
od

ation
,

p
ersonal &

 com
m

unity develop
m

ent, crim
e and health are

co-ordinated in order to ensure p
ositive outcom

es for both
individuals and the com

m
unities they live in. The group

also develop
s integrated p

lans to resp
ond to the needs of

sp
ecific group

s in society w
ho are p

articularly vulnerable to
p

overty and social exclusion.

A
g

en
cies p

articip
atin

g
 in

 So
cial In

clusio
n

M
easure (SIM

)
FA

S, D
ep

artm
ent of Social and Fam

ily A
ffairs, Sligo Leader

Partn
ersh

ip
 

C
om

p
an

y, 
D

ep
artm

en
t 

of 
Ed

ucation
 

an
d

Scien
ce, 

H
ealth

 
Services 

Executive, 
C

oun
ty 

C
h

ild
care

C
om

m
ittee, VEC

, G
ardai, Sligo Education C

entre, RA
PID

p
rog

ram
m

e, 
Slig

o 
C

ounty 
C

ouncil, 
Teag

asc, 
Peace 

II,
Regional 

D
rugs 

Taskforce, 
C

om
hairle, 

Sligo 
C

om
m

unity
Forum

 and the Probation and W
elfare Service.
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 C
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�
 M

em
bers for Sligo C

ounty C
om

m
unity Forum

 and Staff from
 the O

ffice 
of C

om
m

unity and Enterp
rise (C

&
E) January 2005.

L-R Front Row
 -

Paddy Sexton, Roisin M
c G

lone, G
erry C

ream
er, Fiona

D
unleavy, Larry M

ullin.
L-R Back Row

- Siofra Kilcullen (C
om

m
unity &

 Enterp
rise), Rita A

nn Burke,
Tom

 M
cG

ettrick (C
hair) Sharon Boles, D

es C
araw

ay, C
liodhna C

arroll,
Sean G

allagher, N
easa C

otter (Policy W
orker), Brendan Q

ueenan

Directorate of Community, Enterprise & The Arts



A
ctivities 2005

D
uring 2005 the SIM

 group
 held five m

eeting, the focus of
w

hich w
as to ensure that service p

roviders are aw
are of

each other’s p
lans, p

olicies and p
rogram

m
es and that these

are 
co-ord

in
ated

 
to 

elim
in

ate 
d

up
lication

s 
in

 
service

p
rovision and m

axim
ise op

p
ortunities for synergy. Sp

ecific
activities include;

1.
D

eveloping and m
onitoring a three year Integrated Plan

targeting m
arginalised single m

en in rural C
ounty Sligo

(piloting W
est Sligo in 2005). Previously there w

as no
agency in the C

ounty w
ith a rem

it for this group
despite the high levels of ill health, poor
accom

m
odation, poverty, under em

ploym
ent, literacy

difficulties and isolation. In developing the plan the SIM
group identified clear roles for the various agencies in
relation to com

m
unity developm

ent, research,
consultation, inform

ation dissem
ination, em

ploym
ent,

accom
m

odation and education and health. 

2.
A

dvising the C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Board in relation to
the endorsem

ent of local and com
m

unity p
lans.

3.
M

onitoring the RA
PID

 p
rogram

m
e.

4.
M

onitoring and review
ing the C

ounty D
evelop

m
ent

Board Strategy 2002-2012.

5.
A

dvisory role to C
D

B on 2006-2008 A
ction Plan.

6.
A

dvising on subm
ission to the C

ohesion Fund.

7.
A

greeing on a tem
p

late for eq
uality p

roofing.

D
evelo

p
in

g
 O

p
p

o
rtun

ities fo
r Play an

d
R

ecreatio
n

 in
 2005

D
rom

ore W
est p

layground op
ened to the p

ublic in M
ay

2005. Its location adjacent to the com
m

unity centre in the
heart 

of 
the 

village 
m

akes 
it 

an 
attractive 

am
enity 

for
ch

ild
ren

 
an

d
 

p
aren

ts 
in

 
th

e 
surroun

d
in

g
 

area. 
Th

e
eq

uip
m

ent 
w

as 
chosen 

in 
line 

w
ith 

EU
 

best 
p

ractice
guidelines and the design w

as based on the outcom
e of a

consultation w
ith local children and the local Playground

C
om

m
ittee. This p

roject rep
resents a p

ositive exam
p

le of a
successful p

artnership
 betw

een Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil, the
D

rom
ore W

est C
om

m
unity C

ouncil, the local com
m

unity,
the 

N
ational 

C
hildren's 

O
ffice 

and 
the 

D
ep

artm
ent 

of
Environm

ent, H
eritage and Local G

overnm
ent. 

Funding w
as also secured under the N

ational D
isability

Strategy to develop
 and im

p
rove facilities for p

eop
le w

ith
m

obility 
difficulties 

at 
M

itchell 
C

urley 
Park 

and 
H

illside
A

dventure Park in Sligo C
ity.

Playg
ro

un
d

 G
ran

t Sch
em

e 2005
The Playground G

rant Schem
e in June 2005 organised by

the O
ffice of C

om
m

unity, Enterp
rise and A

rts highlighted a
significant 

dem
and 

for 
com

m
unity 

based 
p

lay 
facilities

around the C
ounty. This schem

e w
as develop

ed in resp
onse

to the D
O

EH
LG

's schem
e to p

rovide €
60,000 to each Local

A
uthority to encourage the develop

m
ent of com

m
unity

based 
p

lay 
facilities. 

This 
w

as 
m

atch 
funded 

by 
Sligo

C
ounty 

C
ouncil 

as 
p

art 
of 

an 
initiative 

to 
encourage

C
om

m
unity/Local 

A
uthority 

p
artnership

s 
as 

regards 
the

p
rovision of com

m
unity facilities.

Sub
m

issions 
w

ere 
received

 
from

 
Riverstow

n, 
C

oolaney,
Tu

b
b

ercu
rry, 

Skreen
-D

ro
m

ard
, 

G
eevag

h
, 

St 
C

ecelia’s
School and

 Enniscrone. A
 further seven g

roup
s w

ho are
p

lanning
 to d

evelop
 p

lay facilities over the com
ing

 years
w

ere also in contact. 

Projects 
w

ere 
assessed

 
accord

in
g

 
to 

certain
 

criteria
includ

ing
 

accessib
ility, 

safety, 
com

m
unity 

involvem
ent,

local contribution, p
roven dem

and and consultation w
ith

ch
ild

ren
. 

It 
w

as 
ag

reed
 

to 
sup

p
ort 

on
e 

m
ajor 

p
lay

develop
m

ent p
roject (Riverstow

n) and refurbish an existing
p

layground (Tubbercurry) in 2005. 

PLAY
 PO

LIC
Y

Sligo 
C

ounty 
C

ouncil 
and 

Sligo 
Borough 

C
ouncil 

have
recently com

e together to develop
 a p

lay p
olicy for the

C
ounty. 

A
 

p
lay 

p
olicy 

is 
considered 

necessary 
for 

the
follow

ing reasons:

●
To outline the Local A

uthorities role in relation to the
develop

m
ent of p

lay op
p

ortunities in the C
ounty

through a range of local authority services including
p

lanning, arts, com
m

unity, p
arks, environm

ent etc.

●
To ensure consistency and q

uality in the p
rovision of

p
lay facilities.

●
To engage local com

m
unities in the develop

m
ent of

p
lay op

p
ortunities.

●
To p

rovide clarity regarding joint m
anagem

ent
arrangem

ents betw
een com

m
unities and local

authorities, covering issues of safety, litigation,
insurance and funding.

The p
olicy is currently at draft stage and w

ill be p
resented

to both authorities in 2006.

Directorate of Community, Enterprise & The Arts
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G
R

O
U

PS SH
O

W
C

A
SE

LO
C

A
L A

R
EA

S FO
R

 
C

IV
IC

 PR
ID

E A
W

A
R

D
S

The C
o-op

eration Ireland
 Prid

e of
Place C

om
p

etition is a reg
ional /

area sp
ecific com

p
etition w

hich
celeb

rates 
an

d
 

sh
o

w
cases

com
m

unity g
roup

 activities and
contrib

utions to society.

It focuses on p
eop

le com
ing

together to shap
e, change and

enjoy all that is good about
th

eir 
local 

area. 
Th

e 
em

p
h

asis 
is 

th
erefore 

on
 

h
ow

com
m

un
ities 

in
teract 

tog
eth

er 
to 

im
p

rove 
local 

area
thereby creating and restoring p

ride in the area. Too often,
the 

trem
endous 

tim
e 

and 
effort 

that 
p

eop
le 

p
ut 

into
com

m
un

ity 
activities 

on
 

a 
p

urely 
volun

tary 
b

asis 
is

overlooked. This com
p

etition is uniq
ue in that it recognises

and rew
ards p

eop
le for their vital contributions to their

local com
m

unity. 

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil joined w
ith Sligo Borough C

ouncil for
the second year to select three group

s to rep
resent Sligo

tow
n and C

ounty in the C
o-op

eration A
ll-Ireland Pride of

Place C
om

p
etition, the group

s nom
inated for their civic

p
ride initiatives w

ere:

C
ateg

o
ry 

1 
(p

o
p

ulatio
n

 
up

 
to

 
1,000): 

M
aug

h
ero

w
In

terg
en

eratio
n

al Pro
ject

C
ateg

o
ry 

2 
(p

o
p

ulatio
n

 
b

etw
een

 
1,000 

an
d

 
2,000)

B
allym

o
te C

o
m

m
un

ity &
 En

terp
rise Ltd

C
ateg

o
ry 

3 
(p

o
p

ulatio
n

 
b

etw
een

 
2,000 

an
d

 
10,000)

C
ran

m
o

re C
o

m
m

un
ity Platfo

rm

Judging for the N
ational com

p
etition took p

lace in June
2005, 

each 
g

roup
 

p
rep

ared
 

a 
varied

 
itinerary 

w
hich

included p
resentations, group

 discussions, w
alking tours,

visual disp
lay of w

ork p
rojects etc. w

hich allow
ed group

s to

sh
ow

case 
th

e 
en

h
an

cem
en

t 
w

orks 
un

d
ertaken

 
an

d
highlight the level of com

m
itm

ent of the local com
m

unity
w

ho cam
e out in force to sup

p
ort the event.

The N
ational C

o-op
eration Ireland Pride of Place Aw

ards
took p

lace in Belfast C
ity H

all on 26 O
ctober 2005 and Sligo

ach
ieved

 
success 

ag
ain

 
th

is 
year 

w
ith

 
C

ran
m

ore
C

om
m

unity w
inning a sp

ecial aw
ard in recognition of its

outstanding w
ork in the area of estate m

anagem
ent.

TH
E O

M
A

G
H

-SLIG
O

 PA
R

TN
ER

SH
IP

The O
m

agh-Sligo Partnership
 w

as created in 1995, initially
as a p

artnership
 betw

een the Local A
uthorities in Sligo and

O
m

ag
h

. 
It 

h
as 

n
ow

 
d

evelop
ed

 
an

d
 

exp
an

d
ed

 
its

m
em

bership
 to include enterp

rise bodies both sides of the
border, 

com
m

unities 
(rural 

and 
urban) 

and 
education

sp
orting bodies.

The counties of O
m

agh and Sligo share m
any of the sam

e
econom

ic and social issues and the Partnership
 has adop

ted
a joint ap

p
roach to addressing com

m
on p

roblem
s. The

O
m

ag
h

/Slig
o 

Partn
ersh

ip
 

received
 

fun
d

in
g

 
from

 
C

o-
op

eration 
Ireland 

to 
oversee 

a 
p

roject 
to 

the 
value 

of
€

156,600 
under 

m
easure 

5.1 
(Increasing 

C
ross-Border

Econom
ic D

evelop
m

ent O
p

p
ortunities).

D
evelop

m
ents in the p

olitical and econom
ic clim

ate on the
Island of Ireland have created new

 op
p

ortunities for cross-
border co-op

eration. W
ithin this clim

ate the O
m

agh-Sligo
Partnership

 acts as a facilitator, deliverer and initiator of
cross-border develop

m
ent op

p
ortunities and initiatives.

Th
e 

O
m

ag
h

-Slig
o 

Partn
ersh

ip
 

is 
in

volved
 

in
 

th
e

im
p

lem
entation 

of 
p

rojects 
relating 

to 
several 

them
es

in
clud

in
g

 
en

terp
rise 

an
d

 
econ

om
ic 

d
evelop

m
en

t,
com

m
unity develop

m
ent and exchanges and innovation in

cross-border develop
m

ent.

Pro
jects fun

d
ed

 in
clud

e:

C
ro

ss B
o

rd
er D

rum
m

in
g

A
n exchange took p

lace betw
een M

U
C

AT (M
id U

lster A
rts

and C
om

m
unity Trust) and M

U
SA

IQ
. M

em
bers of both

group
s p

articip
ated in an 8 w

eek p
rogram

m
e in Sligo. A

ll
p

articip
ants learnt the sam

e m
usic and cam

e together w
ith

the Sam
ba Band from

 Sligo to p
articip

ate in the O
m

agh
m

id Sum
m

er carnival in June p
laying Sam

ba D
rum

m
ing.

C
ro

ss B
o

rd
er Exch

an
g

e Pro
ject

M
em

bers of O
m

agh C
om

m
unity Sup

p
ort Forum

 and Sligo
C

om
m

un
ity 

Forum
 

h
ave 

d
evelop

ed
 

a 
cross 

b
ord

er
exch

an
g

e 
to 

w
ork 

tog
eth

er 
to 

stren
g

th
en

 
local

com
m

unities. Their aim
 is to w

ork together and p
rom

ote
cap

acity 
b

uild
in

g
 

to 
com

m
un

ities 
in

 
b

oth
 

Slig
o 

an
d

O
m

agh.

O
m

ag
h

/Slig
o

 R
eg

en
eratio

n
 Pro

ject
A

 
very 

successful 
exch

an
g

e 
h

as 
d

evelop
ed

 
b

etw
een

C
ulm

ore 
an

d
 

O
 

K
an

e 
Park 

(O
m

ag
h

) 
an

d
 

C
ran

m
ore

C
om

m
unity A

ssociation (Sligo). These tw
o group

s together
have p

articip
ated in w

orkshop
s exp

loring com
m

on issues.
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�
 Belfast C

rystal Trop
hy

aw
arded to C

ranm
ore 

C
om

m
unity for O

utstanding
Estate M

anagem
ent

�
 Sr. Teresa Kilcourse, Phyllis Ridley, H

azel Flynn, Phyllis Barber from
C

ranm
ore receiving their p

rize w
ith M

aura H
egarty (Liaison O

fficer, Sligo
C

ounty C
ouncil).

�
 Phyllis Barber, Phyllis Ridley, Rom

ario
Flynn, H

azel Flynn, Jam
es Fox, M

arie
Brennan (D

evelopm
ent W

orker), O
isin

G
ethins and Sr. Teresa Kilcourse (RAPID

Representative) M
em

bers of C
ranm

ore
C

om
m

unity w
ho travelled to Belfast for the

Pride of Place Aw
ards in O

ctober, 2005.

Directorate of Community, Enterprise & The Arts
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The overall results of tow
ns and villages throughout Sligo w

ere:

C
ateg

o
ry

Po
p

ulatio
n

To
w

n
 / V

illag
e

2004
2005

%
 In

crease

A
200 or less

Ballintogher
Banada-Tourlestrane

C
arney

C
oolaney

M
ullaghm

ore

230
178
222
240
205

237
176
226
243
203

3.04
-1.13
1.80
1.25
-0.98

B
201-1000

C
ollooney

Enniscrone
G

range
Riverstow

n

173
195
213
229

171
198
218
234

-1.16
1.99
2.34
2.18

C
1001-2500

Ballym
ote

Ballisodare
196
215

197
218

0.51
1.39

F
10,001 and over

Sligo
205

199
-3.00

Directorate of Community, Enterprise & The Arts

C
ross B

ord
er Econ

om
ic Project

The Partnership w
as successful in securing funding for a

program
m

e aim
ed at looking at environm

ental and energy
efficiency in SM

Es located in O
m

agh and Sligo.

The 
learning 

program
m

e 
w

as 
supported 

by 
the 

Sligo
C

ounty Enterprise Board and Sustainable Energy Ireland.

U
nder the program

m
e tw

enty com
panies w

ere audited and
recom

m
endation m

ade to each of them
 on how

 to im
prove

their energy and general environm
ental efficiency. 

C
ross B

ord
er Eth

n
ic M

in
ority 

In
form

ation
 Even

in
g

 
The O

m
agh-Sligo Partnership in association w

ith O
m

agh
Ethnic C

om
m

unity Support G
roup, Sligo Ethnic Support

G
roup

 
an

d
 

th
e 

O
m

ag
h

 
D

istrict 
C

oun
cil 

C
om

m
un

ity
Relation

s 
D

ep
artm

en
t 

h
eld

 
th

e 
first 

of 
tw

o 
Eth

n
ic

Inform
ation 

Evening
s 

in 
N

ovem
b

er 
in 

O
m

ag
h 

Leisure
C

entre. The evening w
as w

ell represented by organisations
from

 the com
m

unity, voluntary and statutory sector w
ho

p
rovided 

inform
ation 

on 
p

ublic 
safety, 

health, 
council

services and leisure activities. The sem
inar attracted m

igrant
w

orkers from
 the Polish, Russian, Slovakian and Lithuanian

com
m

unities. The second inform
ation sem

inar is to be held
during M

arch in Sligo.

TELEC
O

M
M

U
N

IC
ATIO

N
S IN

FRA
STRU

C
TU

RE
The Sligo M

etropolitan A
rea N

etw
ork (M

A
N

) project w
as

com
pleted in late 2005. This project involved the placing of

ducting and fibre optic cabling w
ithin the m

etropolitan
area, 25 km

 of netw
ork w

as provided around Sligo and its
environs. This facility w

ill m
eet the business dem

ands into
the 

future 
and 

w
ill 

provide 
a 

platform
 

for 
the 

further
expansion of existing businesses w

hilst being a key elem
ent

in attracting new
 business to Sligo. The total cost of the

n
etw

ork 
w

as 
€

4.6m
 

w
ith

 
th

e 
D

ep
artm

en
t 

of
C

om
m

un
ication

s, 
M

arin
e 

an
d

 
N

atural 
Resources

(D
C

M
N

R)providing 
€

3.9m
 and the C

ouncil providing the
balance. The M

A
N

 netw
ork w

ill reduce the need for service
providers to install their ow

n ducting infrastructure, as they
w

ill operate on a process of open access. The Sligo M
A

N
 has

now
 been handed over to E-N

et, a com
pany w

ho w
ere

aw
ard

ed
 

the 
concession 

b
y 

the 
D

C
M

N
R 

to 
m

anag
e,

m
aintain and operate all the M

etropolitan A
rea N

etw
orks on

behalf of the state.

The C
ounty and G

roup Broadband Schem
e w

as launched by
the 

M
inister 

for 
C

om
m

unications, 
M

arine 
and 

N
atural

Resources in 2004. An inform
ation event w

as organised in
Sligo aim

ed at outlining the key elem
ents of the schem

e and
stim

ulating the interest of local com
m

unity groups and the
business sector in rolling out broadband in the C

ounty. The
roll out of Broadband in C

ounty Sligo is seen as a key elem
ent

to 
stim

ulating 
and 

sustaining 
econom

ic 
and 

enterprise
developm

ent in the C
ounty and is a priority in Sligo’s C

ounty
D

evelopm
ent 

Board’s 
Strategy 

2002-2012. 
In 

Septem
ber

2005, the Strandhill, Ransboro, Ballisodare and Rosses Point
areas w

ere connected to the service; w
ith C

ollooney and
Ballygaw

ley due to be connected in early 2006.

TID
Y

 TO
W

N
S 2005

The Tidy Tow
ns C

om
petition is run by the D

epartm
ent of

the Environm
ent, H

eritage and Local G
overnm

ent and has
been sponsored by SuperValu since 1992. In N

ovem
ber

2005, M
r Batt O

 Keeffe, T.D
., M

inister for State at the
D

ep
artm

en
t 

of 
th

e 
En

viron
m

en
t, 

H
eritag

e 
an

d
 

Local
G

overnm
ent presented prizes to N

orth W
est Aw

ard w
inners

at a special cerem
ony in Sligo. 

C
oun

ty A
w

ard
s

B
est Tow

n
/V

illag
e in

 th
e coun

ty

C
oolaney

once again has received the aw
ard for securing the

highest m
ark in the county. Ballintogher

and Riverstow
n

w
ere highly com

m
ended.

Sup
erValu En

d
eavour A

w
ard

Th
is 

aw
ard

 
h

as 
b

een
 

p
resen

ted
 

to
 

Ba
llin

tog
h

er
to

recog
nise the tow

n or villag
e in each C

ounty, w
hich has

m
ad

e the g
reatest im

p
rovem

ent on its p
erform

ance over
last year. The local g

roup
s w

ho carry out the w
ork in each

villag
e are extrem

ely com
m

itted
 to the b

etterm
ent of their

area and
 to assist them

 w
ith their efforts Slig

o C
ounty

C
ouncil have p

rovid
ed

 a fund
 und

er the C
om

m
unity &

Voluntary G
rants Schem

e.



U
rb

an
 &

 V
illag

e R
en

ew
al

This is p
art of a six year p

rogram
m

e; the overall allocation
of funds for the year 2005 w

as €
426,200. This m

oney w
as

divided eq
ually betw

een three chosen villages and a p
roject

in the Borough C
ouncil. The three C

ounty p
rojects w

ere at
Strandhill, Bunninadden and A

clare.

O
b

jectives:

●
Liaise w

ith the local com
m

unity regarding the
enhancem

ent of the village.

●
Im

p
rove existing facilities or p

rovide new
 facilities

w
here necessary i.e. p

aving under grounding of
lighting cables, car p

arking, p
icnic areas etc.

●
A

chieve an increase in the Tidy Tow
ns m

ark.

M
eetings w

ere arranged w
ith the local com

m
unities i.e.

Tid
y 

Tow
n

s 
C

om
m

ittees, 
C

om
m

un
ity 

D
evelop

m
en

t
A

ssociations and local p
ublic rep

resentatives to collaborate
in the p

roduction of a p
roject. The w

ork form
ed p

art of an
overall p

lan for each village.

2005 Pro
g

ram
m

e
Stran

d
h

ill

The 
op

en 
p

ublic 
ground 

op
p

osite 
the 

Strand 
Bar 

w
as

identified as a p
riority, together w

ith im
p

rovem
ents to the

p
rom

enade including low
 level lighting to the sea w

all.
Landscap

ing w
ork took p

lace at the Sligo Road entrance
and w

ithin the village.

B
un

n
in

ad
d

en

The local develop
m

ent com
m

ittee’s needs in the village
w

ere p
rioritised. Footp

aths in the area of G
orm

ley Villas to
the 

village 
together 

w
ith 

environm
ental 

im
p

rovem
ents

w
ere p

rioritised.

A
clare

A
 m

ajor issue identified by the A
clare C

om
m

unity C
ouncil

w
as 

th
e 

op
en

 
sp

ace 
area 

ad
join

in
g

 
th

e 
river. 

M
ajor

environm
ental 

w
orks 

w
ere 

carried 
out 

to 
this 

area 
of 

the village.

C
O

U
N

TY
 C

O
U

N
C

IL LED
 

PEA
C

E II TA
SK

 FO
R

C
E

M
EA

SU
R

E 3.3, 3.4 &
 4.2a

The 
fund 

is 
targeted 

p
rim

arily 
under 

three 
m

easures,
‘Building 

better 
C

om
m

unities’, 
‘Im

proving 
our 

Rural
C

om
m

unities’
and

 
‘M

arketing 
the 

A
rea 

as 
a 

Tourism
D

estination’. U
nder these m

easures funding is p
rovided for

a w
ide variety of p

rojects that enhance and regenerate rural
areas, encourage econom

ic grow
th and p

rotect the cultural
diversity and heritage of the rural areas involved and satisfy
the criteria for the C

ounty D
evelop

m
ent Board’s 10 year

Strategy. 

The p
rogram

m
e is of m

ajor benefit to com
m

unity group
s

throughout the C
ounty. O

n m
any of the Peace II p

rojects
there is m

ulti-agency involvem
ent such as FÁ

S, Leader,
C

ounty Enterp
rise Board, C

om
m

unity Forum
 etc. Effective

interaction w
ith these agencies negates dup

lication and
m

axim
ises funding p

otential for p
rojects. 

B
lue R

ain
co

at Pro
ject

Peace 
II 

Task 
Force 

sup
p

orts 
the 

cross-b
ord

er 
arts 

&
disability 

m
odule 

of 
C

airde
– 

an 
annual 

festival 
w

hich
celebrates diversity and aim

s to p
rom

ote social inclusion.
This funding assists to set up

 m
ulti-discip

linary w
orkshop

s
for p

erform
ance group

s w
ith sp

ecial needs from
 the border

regions. In the p
ast, w

orkshop
s have been facilitated by

H
eart’n’soul, U

K and A
rea 4art collective in Sligo. Future

p
otential group

s include G
raeae Theatre C

om
p

any &
 A

m
ici

D
ance, both based in the U

K and Ram
ba Z

am
ba Theatre

C
om

p
any; all of these group

s sp
ecialise in inclusive arts

The m
odule also facilitates p

erform
ance exchange betw

een
b

ord
er 

g
roup

s; 
in

 
p

articular 
Stag

e 
B

eyon
d

 
Th

eatre
C

om
p

any (D
erry) and Footstep

s Theatre C
om

p
any (Sligo)

PEA
C

E II Exten
sio

n
A

n extension to the p
rogram

m
e w

as announced during the
year, 

w
ith

 
ad

d
ition

al 
fun

d
in

g
 

of 
€

1
,0

3
3

,0
0

0
 

b
ein

g
p

rovided to the Sligo Task Force.

B
U

R
IA

L G
R

O
U

N
D

S
In 2004/2005 a review

 w
as undertaken by the O

ffice of
C

om
m

unity &
 Enterp

rise w
hich exam

ined the C
ouncil’s

current role in the p
rovision and m

aintenance of burial
grounds in C

ounty Sligo.

It w
as evident from

 this p
rocess that a m

ore structured
ap

p
roach w

as needed in the form
 of a policy

w
hich w

ould
form

 
th

e 
b

asis 
for 

an
y 

future 
b

urial 
g

roun
d

 
w

ork
p

rogram
m

es. D
uring 2005, this p

olicy w
as devised and

focused on a num
ber of key issues:

●
C

ondition of all C
ouncil controlled burial grounds

●
C

urrent level of p
lot sp

ace available

●
State of buildings/structures in burial grounds

The p
olicy identified the follow

ing 10 burial grounds w
hich

req
uire urgent action:

A
h

am
lish

 (G
ran

g
e)

K
eelo

g
ues (B

allin
trillick)

K
n

o
ckb

rack (C
ulfad

d
a)

C
arrig

an
s (M

aug
h

ero
w

)

K
illery (B

allin
to

g
h

er)
C

o
urt A

b
b

ey (A
ch

o
n

ry)

K
ilm

aco
w

en
 (D

ro
m

ard
)

M
o

un
t Irw

in
 (Easkey)

The 
Policy 

also 
m

akes 
recom

m
endations 

regarding 
the

future 
role 

for 
the 

C
ouncil 

and 
the 

com
m

unity 
in 

the
p

rovision of burial grounds. The Burial G
round Policy 2006-

2010 w
ill be p

resented to the C
ouncil in early 2006 for

adop
tion and it is hop

ed to com
m

ence a p
rogram

m
e of

w
orks in these locations on a p

hased basis throughout the
life of the p

olicy docum
ent.
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Th
e R

A
PID

 Pro
g

ram
m

e aim
s to

:
●

Increase the investm
ent m

ade by G
overnm

ent
D

ep
artm

ents and state agencies in the 45
com

m
unities; 

●
Im

p
rove the delivery of p

ublic services through
integration and coordination.

●
Enhance the op

p
ortunities for com

m
unities to

p
articip

ate in the strategic im
p

rovem
ent of their areas. 

The p
rogram

m
e is im

p
lem

ented locally by an A
IT (A

rea
Im

p
lem

entation Team
) consisting of rep

resentatives from
key agencies and co-ordinated by the RA

PID
 Program

m
e

C
o-ordinator. The Program

m
e is m

onitored by SIM
 (Social

Inclusion M
easure G

roup
) at a county level and at national

level the N
M

C
 (N

ational M
onitoring C

om
m

ittee) chaired
by M

inister Éam
on Ó

 C
úiv.

Slig
o

 R
A

PID
 Pro

g
ram

m
e – 2004

The RA
PID

 Program
m

e is in existence in Sligo tow
n since

2002 and once again 2005 p
roved to be another busy year

for the RA
PID

 A
rea Im

p
lem

entation Team
 in relation to

accessing additional funding and ensuring p
riority be given

to 
targeting 

investm
ent 

and 
resources 

that 
benefit 

the
RA

PID
 

designated 
com

m
unities 

and 
areas. 

The 
p

rim
ary

focus in 2005 w
as on the p

rovision of p
lay and recreation

facilities, 
ch

ild
care 

facilities, 
ren

ovation
 

of 
existin

g
com

m
un

ity 
cen

tres, 
services 

to 
th

e 
youth

, 
estate

regeneration, and initiatives targeted at reducing anti-social
b

eh
aviour. 

A
 

n
um

b
er 

of 
in

terestin
g

 
p

rojects 
w

ere
undertaken including a RA

PID
 video p

roject show
casing

best p
ractice in relation to different ap

p
roaches and focuses

taken around the country to the develop
m

ent of a range of
p

rojects addressing com
m

unity needs as identified by the
RA

PID
 Program

m
e areas. The Video Project w

as undertaken
in 

association 
w

ith 
the 

RA
PID

 
areas 

of 
Tuam

, 
G

alw
ay,

Ballin
asloe, 

C
avan

, 
N

avan
, 

Lon
g

ford
 

an
d

 
En

n
is. 

Th
e

C
ranm

ore 
Reg

eneration 
Project 

w
as 

selected
 

in 
Slig

o
featurin

g
 

th
e 

com
m

un
ity’s 

exp
erien

ce 
to 

d
ate 

in
p

articip
ating in the C

ranm
ore Regeneration Project and the

C
ranm

ore C
om

m
unity Platform

 structure and rem
it. The

vid
eo 

w
as 

show
n 

to 
the 

RA
PID

 
N

ational 
M

onitoring
C

om
m

ittee in June 2005.

Th
e 

RA
PID

 
A

IT’s 
role 

an
d

 
rem

it 
w

as 
on

ce 
ag

ain
strengthened in 2005 in relation to their endorsem

ent and
involvem

ent in the develop
m

ent of Sp
orts C

ap
ital funding,

C
C

TV
 

fun
d

in
g

, 
Estate 

En
h

an
cem

en
t 

fun
d

in
g

, 
Traffic

C
alm

ing m
easures, and Playground facilities. Their role in

D
orm

ant 
A

ccounts 
w

as 
further 

enhanced 
through 

the
D

orm
ant 

A
ccounts 

leg
islation. 

D
orm

ant 
A

ccounts 
has

p
roved to be a valuable source of funds for p

rojects that
im

p
act directly on the Sligo RA

PID
 areas w

ith an investm
ent

of over €
740,366 from

 D
orm

ant A
ccounts in 2004/2005. 

D
ream

 C
h

asers C
o

m
m

un
ity Playg

ro
up

 C
o

m
m

ittee
is a

com
m

unity led p
roject based in the M

erville, M
augheraboy

RA
PID

 area of Sligo Tow
n. Funding of €

743,000 has been
allocated to this p

roject by the D
ep

t of Justice Eq
uality &

Law
 

Reform
 

und
er 

the 
Eq

ual 
O

p
p

ortunities 
C

hild
care

Funding. The existing C
entre w

ill be fully renovated and w
ill

p
rovide a range of childcare services including afternoon

sessional 
service, 

full 
school 

ag
ed

 
curriculum

, 
and

 
2

m
orning 

sessional 
services 

for 
p

re 
school 

children. 
The

service w
hen com

p
leted w

ill p
rovide 87 p

art tim
e childcare39

Slig
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n
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o

u
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V
isio

n
 o

f Slig
o

 
R

A
PID

 Pro
g

ram
m

e
A

rea Im
p

lem
en

tatio
n

 Team

“To w
ork together w

ith a com
m

on
purpose to elim

inate disadvantage w
ithin

the five RAPID
 areas of Sligo Tow

n”

RA
PID

(Revitalising 
Areas 

Through
Planning Investm

ent &
 D

evelopm
ent)

is a G
overnm

ent initiative that targets
45 disadvantaged urban areas in the
country. Sligo tow

n has 5 designated
RAPID

 
Areas 

– 
C

ranm
ore, 

Forthill
Estate/C

artron 
Estate, 

G
aravogue

Villas/D
oorly Park, St Josephs Terrace,

St Bridget’s Place/Pilkington Terrace,
M

augheraboy/Jinks 
Avenue/Tracey

Avenue.

Directorate of Community, Enterprise & The Arts



p
laces and em

p
loy 5 full tim

e staff and 4 p
art tim

e staff. In
total 

€
1.45m

 w
as invested in C

hildcare facilities in RA
PID

areas in the p
ast year.

Th
e Eq

ual IT p
ro

ject
aim

s to develop
 and im

p
lem

ent an
am

bitious digital inclusion initiative at com
m

unity level in
five 

selected 
RA

PID
 

areas 
– 

Sligo, 
N

avan, 
C

londalkin,
Finglas, and D

ublin N
orthside. The objective is to enable

‘any 
w

om
an 

living 
in 

the 
five 

participating 
RAPID

 
areas‘

esp
ecially those m

ost m
arginalised to acq

uire the IT skills
necessary to p

articip
ate in the ever increasing inform

ation
society 

and 
to 

benefit 
from

 
the 

range 
of 

social 
and

econom
ic 

op
p

ortunities 
new

 
technology 

p
rovides. 

Each
p

articip
an

t 
is 

assisted
 

to 
ach

ieve 
an

 
e-citizen

aw
ard

.
A

p
p

roxim
ately 120 w

om
en are exp

ected to p
articip

ate in
the Sligo Program

m
e.

R
A

PID
 Leverag

e Fun
d

in
g

:
A

 num
ber of Leverage Funding

schem
es have been p

ut in p
lace by the D

ep
artm

ent of
C

om
m

unity Rural &
 G

aeltacht A
ffairs in p

artnership
 w

ith
both N

ational and local agencies for each of the designated
RA

PID
 

A
reas 

throug
hout 

the 
C

ountry 
in 

2005. 
Slig

o
benefitted from

 these schem
es in the follow

ing areas:

●
R

A
PID

 Lo
cal A

uth
o

rity Estate En
h

an
cem

en
t Sch

em
e:

Funding w
as p

rovided to sup
p

ort sm
all-scale cap

ital
w

orks to enhance the p
hysical environm

ent w
ithin

local authority housing estates and flat com
p

lexes in
RA

PID
 areas. O

ne allocation of this funding is being
sp

ent on the clearing and site p
rep

aration of the
p

rop
osed p

layground located on D
evins D

rive,
C

ranm
ore. The G

aravogue area has also benefited from
this fund w

ith the enhancem
ent of the green area

ap
p

roaching the estate including tree p
lanting,

lighting, benches and cycle track. 

●
Playg

ro
un

d
 Sch

em
e:

Funding w
as m

ade available to increase the range of p
ublic

p
lay op

p
ortunities available to children in RA

PID
 areas. The

funding is being used to develop
 the p

rop
osed p

layground
in C

ranm
ore w

ith m
atching funding from

 the Borough
C

ouncil and the com
m

unity.

●
Traffic C

alm
in

g
 Sch

em
e:

U
nder the RA

PID
 Traffic

M
easures Schem

e 2005, funding w
as p

rovided to
sup

p
ort sm

all-scale cap
ital w

orks to im
p

rove road

safety in RA
PID

 A
reas. Eligible w

orks included the
p

rovision of sp
eed ram

p
s, p

edestrian lights, dishing
and im

p
rovem

ent w
orks on roads and footp

aths. A
traffic calm

ing schem
e w

as p
rovided in C

artron Estate
area w

here a table top
 ram

p
 and associated signing

w
as installed.

●
G

ran
ts for C

om
m

un
ity C

C
TV

 System
s: The grants

schem
e for C

om
m

unity C
C

TV system
s w

as an initiative
announced under the D

ept of Justice Equality &
 Law

Reform
. Its purpose w

ill be to support local com
m

unities
w

ho w
ish to install and m

aintain C
C

TV security system
s

in their area, w
ith the aim

 of increasing public safety
and reducing the risk of anti-social and crim

inal activity.
U

nder the schem
e tw

o successful applications w
ere

subm
itted and the C

ranm
ore &

 Forthill areas received
approxim

ately €
200,000.

●
Sp

o
rts C

ap
ital Fun

d
in

g
:

The M
ercy C

ollege received a
total of €

325,00 to p
rogress the on going

develop
m

ent of their m
ulti p

urp
ose sp

orts facility. This
brings the total am

ount of funding received by the
M

ercy C
ollege to date to €

975,000 a com
bination of

Sp
orts C

ap
ital Funding and the RA

PID
 A

rea Top
 U

p
G

rant adm
inistered through the D

ep
t of C

om
m

unity
Rural &

 G
aeltacht A

ffairs.

PLA
N

S A
N

N
O

U
N

C
ED

 TO
 O

PEN
 SLIG

O
V

O
LU

N
TEER

 B
U

R
EA

U
 IN

 SPR
IN

G
 2006

W
hat 

w
ould 

life 
in 

C
ounty 

Sligo 
be 

like 
w

ithout 
the

contribution 
of 

volunteers? 
W

ho 
w

ould 
deliver 

M
eals 

on
W

heels? W
ho w

ould perform
 in the C

hristm
as panto? W

ould
there be a C

ounty team
 to cheer for? The landscape of

C
ounty Sligo w

ould, indeed, be very different if it w
ere not for

the m
any hundreds of people w

ho give their tim
e generously

in order to m
ake our com

m
unity a better place to live. 

International Volunteer D
ay on D

ecem
ber 5th w

as m
arked

for the first tim
e in C

ounty Sligo in 2005 w
ith a celebration

to m
ark the im

m
easurable w

ork of local volunteers. A
t a

special 
inform

ation 
evening 

in 
the 

Factory 
Perform

ance
Sp

ace, 
volunteer-involving

 
org

anisations 
g

athered
 

to
celebrate International Volunteer D

ay and learn of plans to
establish Sligo Volunteer Bureau. This is a new

 and im
portant

local resource for volunteers and voluntary organisations. 

SLIG
O

 C
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 D
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O

G
R

A
M

M
E

The evening w
as organised by the Sligo Volunteer A

dvisory
C

om
m

ittee w
hich w

as set up
 in July 2005 under Sligo’s

Volunteer 
D

evelop
m

ent 
Prog

ram
m

e. 
This 

Prog
ram

m
e,

initiated under an EU
 Peace II Task Force M

easure by the
O

ffice of C
om

m
unity &

 Enterp
rise, com

m
enced w

ith the
ap

p
ointm

ent 
of 

a 
Volunteer 

Prog
ram

m
e 

D
evelop

m
ent

O
fficer in A

p
ril 2005. The 14 m

onth p
rogram

m
e aim

s to
develop

 a volunteer netw
ork for the p

urp
ose of harnessing

the p
otential and enthusiasm

 for volunteering in Sligo and
assisting organisations to adop

t p
olicies and best p

ractice
that w

ill sup
p

ort volunteers in their w
ork. The role of the

Sligo Volunteer A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee is to advise on the
direction of the Volunteer Program

m
e and the set up

 of the
Sligo Volunteer Bureau.
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The Plan articulated the strategic role of the Sligo Local
A

uth
orities 

b
oth

 
in

 
term

s 
of 

th
e 

A
rts 

D
ep

artm
en

t’s
p

rogram
m

e, and the broader role p
layed by the C

ounty
C

ouncil in sup
p

orting artists, arts organisations and arts
develop

m
ent generally both directly and indirectly. 

2005 saw
 the final stages of the three-year A

rtists in C
ontext

(Theory Into Practice) and the A
rts in N

ew
 Technologies

projects, 
creating 

new
 

op
p

ortunities 
for 

artists 
in 

their
p

rofessional develop
m

ent. Since 2003, the learning and
exp

erien
ce 

g
ain

ed
 

from
 

key-n
ote 

p
resen

tation
s 

an
d

w
orkshop

s delivered by sp
ecialists in the fields of A

rts and
H

ealth
, 

M
ulticulturalism

, 
Ed

ucation
 

an
d

 
D

isab
ility,

highlighted good p
ractice nationally and internationally.

The p
artnership

 betw
een the Sligo A

rts D
ep

artm
ent and

Sligo Leader Partnership
 C

om
p

any facilitated artists on the
p

rog
ram

m
e 

to 
carry 

out 
th

eir 
ow

n
 

arts 
p

rojects 
in

com
m

unities throughout the C
ounty. A

 brochure for the
A

rtists in C
ontext III w

as p
ublished docum

enting each of
the p

rojects and a show
case exhibition, entitled H

ands O
n

w
as held in the Sligo A

rt G
allery during D

ecem
ber.

Each 
year 

the 
A

rts 
D

ep
artm

ent 
invests 

in 
g

ran
ts 

an
d

b
ursaries

for arts p
rogram

s and p
rojects in the C

ounty. The
call for ap

p
lications w

as advertised through the local m
edia

in February and the num
ber of ap

p
lications w

as up
 on the

p
revious year. Through the C

om
m

unity A
rts A

ct G
rants, the

A
rts 

D
ep

artm
ent 

assisted
 

26 
artists, 

arts 
g

roup
s 

and
organisations in both rural and urban areas to use the arts
to build their com

m
unities. The A

rts Project Fund ran for
the second tim

e in 2005 and of the 23 very high q
uality

subm
issions, six w

ere aw
arded the op

p
ortunity to develop

and p
roduce a new

 w
ork or p

roject. A
 tw

o w
eek residency

at the Tyrone G
uthrie C

entre w
hich is an artist’s retreat and

w
orkp

lace w
as aw

arded to three local artists to w
ork on

their sp
ecific p

rojects in the artform
s of m

usic, literature and
the visual arts. 

In N
ovem

ber 2005 the Sligo A
rts D

epartm
ent launched the

com
p

rehensive 
w

eb
site 

w
w

w
.slig

o
arts.ie. 

The 
w

eb
site

provides inform
ation on all artform

s in Sligo, to prom
ote and

support the ongoing developm
ent of arts projects and those

w
ho w

ork in the arts. Im
portant features of the w

ebsite
include a guide to w

hat’s on in the region, a directory
profiling 

local 
artists 

in 
all 

artform
s 

and 
opportunities

available to them
 and a features section w

hich profiles those
w

ho w
ork in the arts, and case-studies of projects.

Sligo hosted the Irish p
art of the International Visual A

rt
Project, Site-atio

n
s, w

hich involved ten artist led group
s

from
 across Europ

e resp
onding to the them

e of Sense of
Place. A

fter initial visits to Sligo in the sp
ring, the eight

selected artists returned in A
ugust for three w

eeks and
w

orked on their p
rojects and chosen sites. There w

as a
series of lunchtim

e talks and education p
rojects that took

p
lace in conjunction w

ith an exhibition of w
ork in the

M
odel A

rts and N
iland G

allery. The Site-A
tions International

2005/06 cycle of events w
ill be com

p
leted in June 2006

w
ith a colloq

uia taking p
lace in Sligo. 

Through the A
rts A

d
viso

ry/M
en

to
rin

g
 Sch

em
e

the A
rts

D
ep

artm
ent sup

p
orted the develop

m
ent of voluntary and

com
m

unity w
riting, am

ateur dram
a and the visual arts. The

w
ork carried out through the M

entoring Schem
e in 2005

p
roduced 

valuable 
findings 

that 
w

ill 
be 

very 
useful 

in
contributing to the next A

rts Plan 2007-2010. 

In
 

2
0

0
5

, 
th

e 
C

o
u

n
ty 

Slig
o

 
Yo

u
th

 
T

h
eatre 

(C
SY

T
)

m
em

bers visited both the G
alw

ay and M
ayo Youth Theatres

and develop
ed links and friendship

s betw
een the group

s,
sharing

 
id

eas 
as 

w
ell 

as 
w

orking
 

tog
ether 

on 
g

roup
p

resentations. 
C

SYT 
w

ere 
esp

ecially 
p

roud 
to 

host 
O

ur
Stories / Their Stories in schools and theatre venues as w

ell
as a re-run later in the year. M

em
bers of the youth theatre

w
orked together w

ith the Sligo A
ctive A

ge G
roup

, and
d

irected
 

b
y 

m
em

b
ers 

of 
th

e 
B

lue 
Rain

coat 
Th

eatre
C

om
p

any, p
erform

ed in the sum
m

er C
airde Festival in the

Factory Perform
ance Sp

ace. O
ngoing w

orkshop
s continued
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In 2005 the C
ounty Sligo A

rts Plan 2002-2005 The Brightening
A

ir
w

as successfully concluded.

Directorate of Community, Enterprise & The Arts

w
w

w
.sligoarts.ie - the new

 �
w

ebsite for Sligo A
rts

D
ep

artm
ent.

�
 The G

leniff H
orseshoe A

rt Project “Tw
igs and Earth” w

as facilitated by
artist D

iane Roem
er w

ith the aim
 of heightening young p

eop
le’s aw

areness
and ap

p
reciation of their environm

ent.



w
ith 

p
rofessional 

p
ractitioners 

from
 

a 
w

ide 
variety 

of
p

erform
an

ce 
b

ackg
roun

d
s, 

an
d

 
th

e 
O

p
en

 
D

ay 
in

Sep
tem

ber resulted in an intake of new
 m

em
bers in both

the junior and senior youth theatre group
s. 

The A
rts D

epartm
ent continued to produce and advance the

Slig
o

 
Even

ts 
Q

u
arterly, 

an 
arts 

and
 

cultural 
listing

s
brochure throughout 2005. This brochure includes events of
all cultural venues in the C

ounty, a prom
otion service free of

charge to the venues. The Slig
o A

rts E-B
ulletin

inform
ed a

w
ide and interested audience on a m

onthly basis of regional
arts and cultural new

s, events and funding opportunities. 

In 2005 the A
rts &

 H
ealth W

orking G
roup use them

ed
program

m
es to dem

onstrate the potential and benefits of a
m

ore strategic approach to arts and health w
ork w

ithin the
H

ealth Services Executive and Local A
uthorities. Initiated w

ith
St. A

nne’s Youth &
 C

om
m

unity C
entre, the program

m
e

expanded to include new
 groups in Ballym

ote, C
alry, Easkey

and C
liffoney. M

ay is the m
onth to celebrate creativity in

old
er 

ag
e 

throug
h 

the
national 

Bealtaine 
Festival

and this festival provides an
opportunity for all groups
involved

 
to 

show
case

artw
ork created as part of

the annual program
m

e.

Th
e 

In
terg

en
eratio

n
al

A
rts Pro

jects
continued in

A
b

b
eyq

uarter 
an

d
M

augherow
 and a team

 of
artists 

usin
g

 
various 

art
form

s 
d

elivered
 

creative
w

orkshop
s to older p

eop
le

from
 

the 
areas 

tog
ether

w
ith

 
th

e 
teach

ers 
an

d
p

rim
ary 

sch
ool 

ch
ild

ren
.

The aim
 w

as to im
p

rove the q
uality of p

eop
le’s exp

erience
of arts in these contexts and the p

roject budgets w
ere

exp
ended on A

rtists W
orkshop

 Fees, A
rt M

aterials, O
utings

to local galleries, m
ounting annual com

m
unity exhibition

of art w
ork and transp

ort costs. 

In m
usic, the M

ay Bank H
oliday w

eekend w
elcom

ed the
Vog

ler Sp
rin

g
 Festival 2005. The focus w

as on Brahm
s and

Schubert 
alongside 

lesser 
know

n 
repertoire 

by 
Russian

com
posers and included a w

ide-ranging m
ixture of the best

of Irish and international cham
ber m

usicians and singers. A
s

a local partner in the Vogler Q
uartet in Sligo Residency

Program
m

e, C
on Brio produced a very successful annual

Slig
o 

M
usic 

Series, 
including, 

for 
exam

ple 
H

om
age 

to
H

ayden concert in January perform
ed by very special guests

from
 A

ustria. There w
as also a look at m

usic from
 Irish

com
posers Elaine A

gnew
, D

eirdre M
cKay and Ian W

ilson and
an opportunity to hear the up and com

ing Young C
on Brio.

The program
m

e of w
ork in 2005 for appointed researcher of

Th
e Vog

ler Partn
ers

Steering G
roup involved the analysis of

the Vogler prim
ary curriculum

 support program
m

e. The
org

anising
 

p
artners 

intend
 

to 
channel 

their 
enhanced

understandings of education and local m
usic developm

ent
into policy and provision at both local and national level.
The m

usic developm
ent findings produced by this process

w
ill be published in a report in 2006.

PU
B

LIC
 A

RT
The 

current 
series 

of 
public 

art 
com

m
issions, 

entitled,
U

nravelling D
evelopm

ents
w

as launched in M
ay by M

ayor
D

eclan Bree in C
ity H

all. The ten com
m

issions in the series
running from

 2004 to 2006 highlight the unprecedented level
of 

capital 
investm

ent 
in 

the 
infrastructure 

and 
housing

provision of the Borough and C
ounty.

The Per C
ent for Art Schem

e funded by the D
epartm

ent of
Environm

ent, 
H

eritage 
and 

Local 
G

overnm
ent 

allow
s 

the
Local 

A
uthorities 

to 
com

m
ission 

orig
inal 

w
ork 

from
contem

porary artists, adding to the im
pressive collection of

art held by the Local Authorities for the public to enjoy.

2005 saw
 the launch of a C

D
 of Sligo Stories and Songs by

com
m

issioned author, Jack H
arte in D

rom
ore W

est. A new
m

usic com
m

ission by com
poser, Ian W

ilson w
as launched and

aired in public locations in the city in N
ovem

ber and over the
sum

m
er a series of large scale photographs appeared on a

billboard in Enniscrone by the artist D
ara M

cG
rath. A bronze

sculp
ture 

b
y 

the 
artist, 

Elizab
eth 

C
affrey 

w
as 

jointly
com

m
issioned w

ith the G
range and D

istrict D
evelopm

ent
C

om
pany and w

as installed in the park in G
range.
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D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T

C
O

N
TR

O
L

D
uring 2005, a total num

ber of 1193 planning applications
w

ere received by Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil w
hich represents a

23%
 decrease on the num

ber received in 2004, w
hen the

31st D
ecem

ber 2004 deadline for the Tax Incentive Schem
es

prom
oted an unprecedented level of new

 applications being
sub

m
itted

. 
Th

e 
m

ajority 
of 

th
ese 

ap
p

lication
s 

w
ere

determ
ined by the C

ouncil w
ithin 8 w

eeks of receipt of the
application and the refusal rate w

as 14%
.

The Planning &
 D

evelopm
ent (D

raft) Regulations 2004,
provides for the introduction of e-planning w

hich w
ill enable

Planning A
uthorities to m

ake planning services available on-
lin

e, 
via 

e-m
ail 

or 
th

e 
Local 

A
uth

ority 
w

eb
site. 

Th
is

innovation is a custom
er focused initiative stem

m
ing from

the G
overnm

ent’s com
m

itm
ent to e-enable Local A

uthority
services. D

uring 2005, Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil participated in
an E-Planning Pilot Schem

e sponsored by the D
epartm

ent of
the Environm

ent, H
eritage &

 Local G
overnm

ent. The pilot
schem

e 
op

erated 
from

 
June-A

ugust, 
w

hen 
p

rosp
ective

applicants w
ere invited to subm

it an electronic version of
their planning application. A

 report on the outcom
e of this

pilot schem
e has been subm

itted to the D
epartm

ent of the
Environm

ent, H
eritage and Local G

overnm
ent.

In 
anticip

ation 
of 

the 
introduction 

of 
e-p

lanning, 
Sligo

C
ounty C

ouncil has com
m

enced the p
ractice of scanning

p
lanning files and storing the inform

ation electronically. It is
intended to p

rovide a facility on the Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil
w

ebsite 
w

hereby 
it 

w
ill 

be 
p

ossible 
to 

view
 

p
lanning

ap
p

lications and carry out p
lanning searches. D

uring 2005
a 

further 
tw

o 
sem

inars 
w

ere 
hosted 

by 
Sligo 

C
ounty

C
ouncil 

for 
local 

p
lanning

 
ag

ents. 
The 

first 
of 

these
introduced the E-Planning Pilot Schem

e and the second
p

rovid
ed

 
in

form
ation

 
on

 
d

esig
n

, 
en

g
in

eerin
g

 
an

d
environm

ental issues.

The establishm
ent of a Panel of A

p
p

roved C
onsultants to

carry out site suitability assessm
ents for O

n-Site W
astew

ater
Treatm

ent System
s should result in a reduction in refusal

and further inform
ation req

uests in the future relating to
this issue. 

Planning & Environment Directorate
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D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T PLA

N
N

IN
G

 U
N

IT (D
PU

)
Th

e 
D

PU
 

is 
resp

on
sib

le 
for 

d
raftin

g
, 

p
ub

lish
in

g
 

an
d

review
ing p

lanning and develop
m

ent p
olicy for C

ounty
Sligo as a w

hole and for individual settlem
ents w

ithin the
C

ounty. This w
ork is done in consultation w

ith the p
ublic,

elected m
em

bers, officials, p
rescribed bodies and relevant

interests. The U
nit also m

akes an inp
ut to key develop

m
ent

p
rop

osals and facilitates p
lan im

p
lem

entation through staff
involvem

ent in follow
-up

 m
eetings w

ith stakeholders and
p

articip
ation in a range of initiatives, at both local and

regional level.

Slig
o

 C
o

un
ty D

evelo
p

m
en

t Plan
 2005 - 2011

The year w
as largely devoted to the com

p
letion of the

C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Plan, w
hich w

as brought through the
final am

endm
ent stage to adop

tion by the M
em

bers on 18
A

p
ril. 

The 
Plan 

cam
e 

into 
force 

on 
16 

M
ay 

and 
w

as
p

ublished in O
ctober. Sligo C

ounty D
evelopm

ent Plan 2005
– 2011

com
p

rises three sep
arate p

arts: 

1.
The m

ain docum
ent

- including an overall strategy,
detailed develop

m
ent objectives, develop

m
ent control

standards/guidance and M
ini-Plans for Ballysadare,

C
ollooney and G

range (also available as individual
p

ublications);

2.
The Record of Protected Structures

(RPS) – p
roviding

p
hotograp

hs and location details of 253 no.
buildings/structures throughout Sligo C

ounty;

3.
The H

ousing Strategy
– a joint C

ounty C
ouncil/Borough

C
ouncil strategy for the entire C

ounty.

The C
ounty D

evelop
m

ent Plan is the core docum
ent for

d
irecting

 
p

hysical 
d

evelop
m

ent 
and

 
facilitating

 
socio-

econ
om

ic 
p

rog
ress 

in
 

C
oun

ty 
Slig

o. 
Its 

p
olicies 

an
d

objectives are designed to boost com
p

etitiveness, resp
ect

resources and enhance q
uality of life. G

iven the im
p

ortance
and anticip

ated usage of the Plan, it w
as a p

articular p
riority

to ensure that the p
ublications are inform

ative, attractive
and user-friendly.

Plan
s fo

r R
eg

en
eratio

n
 

Tw
o p

rom
inent areas in Sligo city area have been identified

as 
needing 

m
ajor 

regeneration 
due 

to 
their 

p
otential

environm
ental 

b
lig

hting
 

effects 
(vacant 

and
 

rund
ow

n
b

uild
ing

s, 
unkem

p
t 

ad
jacent 

op
en 

sp
aces 

and
 

land
s,

contrasts betw
een up

graded buildings and neighbouring
buildings in p

oor rep
air, etc.). These areas are as follow

s:

a)
C

ourthouse Block – the area is bounded by H
igh

Street, C
astle Street, Teeling Street and O

ld M
arket

Street. A
n urban design fram

ew
ork p

lan w
as adop

ted
for the area and this fram

ew
ork p

lan set out clear
p

rincip
les for the future develop

m
ent of the

C
ourthouse Block, including design guidelines on

vehicular and p
edestrian access, p

lot am
algam

ation,
heights and frontages of buildings, p

rotection of
p

rotected structures, etc. The p
rop

osals are consistent
w

ith the p
revious C

entre Block M
asterp

lan.

b)
Sligo D

ocklands – the p
ort and surrounding area w

as
identified in the Sligo and Environs D

evelop
m

ent Plan
as needing urgent attention in order to up

grade the
area environm

entally and p
rovide develop

m
ent

op
p

ortunities in line w
ith the req

uirem
ents of the

G
atew

ay C
ity. A

 rep
ort w

as p
rep

ared on the status of
the p

ort and key considerations in any transfer of the
functions of the H

arbour Board to the C
ounty C

ouncil,
as had been m

ooted by the D
ep

artm
ent. W

ith the
intended transfer due to take p

lace in A
p

ril 2006, a
m

asterp
lan of the docklands area w

ill be p
rep

ared. This
p

lan w
ill outline p

ossible develop
m

ent blocks, design
criteria, access arrangem

ents and future op
en sp

ace,
recreation and reclam

ation lands, etc. W
hilst such a

m
asterp

lan cannot be finalised until longer term
p

rojects, such as the w
estern byp

ass road, are
confirm

ed the m
asterp

lan w
ill p

rove valuable from
 an

indicative view
p

oint and continue to build confidence
in Sligo as a p

rogressive centre. 
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Lo
cal A

rea Plan
s

W
ith

 
th

e 
h

elp
 

of 
our

con
sultan

ts, 
th

e 
N

ation
al

Building A
gency, a local area

p
lan 

w
as 

p
rep

ared 
for 

the
tow

n of Ballym
ote, follow

ing
a 

very 
w

ell-atten
d

ed
 

p
re-

d
raft 

p
ub

lic 
con

sultation
m

eetin
g

 
in

 
Feb

ruary. 
Th

e
D

raft Plan w
as p

ut on p
ublic

d
isp

lay 
in

 
M

ay 
an

d
 

th
e

Prop
osed

 
A

m
en

d
m

en
ts 

in
Sep

tem
b

er. 
Th

e 
Plan

 
w

as
ad

op
ted

 
b

y 
th

e 
elected

m
em

b
ers 

on 
5 

D
ecem

b
er

2
0

0
5

 
an

d
 

cam
e 

in
to

im
m

ediate effect. 

Tobercurry is the last of the three Key Sup
p

ort Tow
ns for

w
hich a local area p

lan w
ill be p

ut in p
lace and the D

PU
 has

alread
y 

b
roug

ht 
the 

survey 
and

 
analysis 

w
ork 

to 
an

ad
van

ced
 

stag
e. 

In
 

N
ovem

b
er, 

a 
p

re-d
raft 

p
ub

lic
consultation 

event 
w

as 
held 

in 
the 

tow
n 

and 
w

ritten
subm

issions w
ere invited from

 the p
ublic. To raise local

aw
areness and facilitate com

m
unity feedback, a disp

lay of
survey 

m
aterial 

w
as 

m
ounted

 
in 

Teach 
Laig

hne. 
The

statutory p
rocess w

ill com
m

ence in 2006 w
ith a view

 to
having the p

lan adop
ted w

ithin the year.

M
in

i-Plan
s

D
uring 

the 
life 

of 
the 

C
ounty 

D
evelop

m
ent 

Plan, 
it 

is
p

rop
osed to p

rep
are m

ini-p
lans for villages exp

eriencing
develop

m
ent p

ressure throughout the C
ounty. A

 m
ini-p

lan
is relatively q

uick to p
rep

are, consisting of a sim
p

lified
zoning m

ap
 and a set of general objectives. These p

lans w
ill

generally be tackled in group
s of three and incorp

orated
into 

the 
C

ounty 
D

evelop
m

ent 
Plan 

by 
m

eans 
of 

the
statutory variation p

rocedure. 

O
nce Ballysadare, C

ollooney and G
range M

ini-Plans w
ere

com
p

lete, the D
PU

’s attention turned to C
arney, C

oolaney
an

d
 

D
rom

ore 
W

est, 
w

h
ich

 
h

ave 
b

een
 

th
e 

focus 
of

considerable residential develop
m

ent in recent years. By the
end of 2005, the survey/analysis w

ork for these next three
m

ini-p
lans w

as com
p

lete and p
re-draft p

ublic consultation
events had taken p

lace in all three villages. 

From
 now

 on, all p
lans and variations of p

lans are subject
to Strategic Environm

ental A
ssessm

ent (SEA
) in accordance

w
ith EU

 req
uirem

ents. 

B
réifn

e To
urism

The Bréifne Tourism
 Project is an EU

-funded, cross-border
initiative that has benefited from

 a D
PU

 tim
e-investm

ent
over the p

ast few
 years. The p

roject is a joint venture
involving C

avan, Leitrim
, Roscom

m
on and Sligo C

ounty
C

ouncils, 
Ferm

anagh 
D

istrict 
C

ouncil, 
the 

U
niversity 

of
U

lster and the G
eological Surveys of Ireland and N

orthern
Ireland. The aim

 is to develop
 the tourism

 p
otential of the

reg
ion

 
un

d
er 

th
e 

b
ran

d
 

n
am

e 
of 

Bréifne. 
Ph

ase 
1

achievem
ents are nearing com

p
letion and include a top

-
class w

ebsite, a 200-p
age travel guide and high-q

uality
docum

entary film
 show

casing the region. 

EN
FO

R
C

EM
EN

T

Plan
n

in
g

 En
fo

rcem
en

t an
d

 B
uild

in
g

 C
o

n
tro

l
The m

ain focuses of the Enforcem
ent Section are as follow

s: 

1.
En

fo
rcem

en
t o

f p
lan

n
in

g
 co

n
tro

l

2.
M

o
n

ito
rin

g
 o

f h
o

usin
g

 estates to
 en

sure th
eir

satisfacto
ry co

m
p

letio
n

 / takin
g

 in
 ch

arg
e

3.
C

o
llectio

n
 o

f fin
an

cial co
n

trib
utio

n
s

4.
B

o
n

d
s &

 Security

5.
B

uild
in

g
 C

o
n

tro
l

6.
D

an
g

ero
us Structures

7.
D

erelict Sites

1. En
fo

rcem
en

t o
f Plan

n
in

g
 C

o
n

tro
l

O
ur 

role 
in 

this 
area 

involved 
random

 
insp

ections 
of

d
evelop

m
en

ts 
in

 
p

rog
ress, 

follow
-up

 
on

 
p

lan
n

in
g

cond
itions 

w
hich 

have 
not 

b
een 

com
p

lied
 

w
ith, 

and
investigating 

com
p

laints 
by 

the 
p

ublic 
w

ith 
regard 

to
unauthorised develop

m
ent.

In 
the 

m
ain, 

m
ost 

develop
ers 

are 
com

p
liant 

w
ith 

the
p

lanning law
s and regulations.  In areas w

here difficulties
arise, the C

ouncil try and resolve them
 by discussion.  This

is in line w
ith the C

ouncil’s agreed p
olicy for securing

com
p

lian
ce. 

W
h

ere 
issues 

can
n

ot 
b

e 
resolved

 
b

y
discussions, ap

p
rop

riate enforcem
ent action is taken.

In 2005 the C
ouncil investigated 135 com

p
laints; 15 of

w
hich w

ere dism
issed, w

ith 17 being resolved through
negotiations. 

147 
W

arning 
Letters 

and 
22 

Enforcem
ent

N
otices w

ere served.  2 cases w
ere p

rosecuted.

Th
e 

success 
of 

th
e 

En
forcem

en
t 

Section
 

can
 

b
e

dem
onstrated by the p

aym
ent of 

€
61,633 in resp

ect of
ap

p
lication

 
fees 

for 
p

lan
n

in
g

 
p

erm
ission

 
to 

retain
unauthorised develop

m
ent during the year.

Planning & Environment Directorate

45

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil A
n

n
u

al R
ep

o
rt 2

0
0

5

PLA
N

N
IN

G

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil C
u

sto
m

er Services   �
071 9111 111   

cu
sto

m
erservices@

slig
o

co
co

.ie

�
Ballym

ote

�
Tubbercurry



Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil A
n

n
u

al R
ep

o
rt 2

0
0

5

PLA
N

N
IN

G

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil C
u

sto
m

er Services   �
071 9111 111   

cu
sto

m
erservices@

slig
o

co
co

.ie

Planning & Environment Directorate

46

2. M
o

n
ito

rin
g

 o
f H

o
usin

g
 Estates / 

Takin
g

 in
 C

h
arg

e
The p

olicy &
 p

rocedure for taking in charge of housing
estates, adop

ted by the C
ouncil in 2004, is currently being

im
p

lem
ented. 

M
any 

new
 

housing 
estates 

are 
p

resently
under construction and as a result the w

orkload in this area
has increased considerably during the year. The activities of
the Enforcem

ent Section are geared tow
ards ensuring that

these estates are satisfactorily com
p

leted and to allow
 the

C
ouncil (w

here the develop
er or residents desire) to take

them
 in charge.

This w
ill have financial im

p
lications for the C

ouncil in term
s

of ongoing m
aintenance costs in the future. H

ow
ever, the

arrangem
ents p

resently in p
lace should ensure that these

estates are com
p

leted to a high standard p
rior to becom

ing
the resp

onsibility of the C
ouncil.

3. C
o

llectio
n

 o
f Fin

an
cial C

o
n

trib
utio

n
s

The 
D

evelop
m

ent 
C

ontrib
utions 

Schem
e 

in 
p

lace 
w

ill
p

rovide 
the 

req
uired 

funding 
to 

im
p

rove 
infrastructure

throughout the C
ounty. In addition, Sp

ecial C
ontributions

have been levied in resp
ect of som

e areas w
here sp

ecific
excep

tional costs not covered by the Schem
e are incurred

i.e. C
oolaney, D

rom
ore W

est &
 C

arney. The C
ouncil w

orks
closely w

ith develop
ers to p

rovide this infrastructure w
ith

the cost being borne by them
.

A
 system

 has been p
ut in p

lace to ensure that financial
contributions w

hich are levied are p
aid in accordance w

ith
the req

uirem
ents of p

lanning p
erm

issions granted.  W
here

the 
contribution 

is 
not 

p
aid, 

ap
p

rop
riate 

enforcem
ent

action is taken.

4. B
o

n
d

s &
 Security

The am
ount of security req

uired by the C
ouncil in order to

ensure that estates are com
p

leted to a satisfactory standard
has recently been increased.  This increase w

as ap
p

lied on
the 

basis 
of 

exp
erience 

to 
date 

in 
relation 

to 
existing

develop
m

ents and in order to ensure that sufficient m
onies

are 
available 

in 
the 

event 
of 

the 
develop

er 
failing 

to
com

p
lete an estate to the req

uired standard.  The C
ouncil

req
uires that adeq

uate security is in p
lace p

rior to the
com

m
encem

ent of develop
m

ent.

5. B
uild

in
g

 C
o

n
tro

l
Th

e 
ob

jective 
of 

th
e 

Build
in

g
 

C
on

trol 
Section

 
is 

to
encourage good building p

ractice, to ensure that buildings
are constructed correctly and that access for the disabled
and elderly is p

rovided for in building p
lans. Insp

ection
rates of 15%

 w
ere achieved in this area during the year. The

C
ouncil continues to p

ay p
articular attention to com

p
liance

w
ith Part M

 of the Building Regulations (w
hich deals w

ith
access 

for 
p

eop
le 

w
ith

 
d

isab
ilities). 

A
 

h
ig

h
 

level 
of

com
p

liance has been achieved in this area.

6. D
an

g
ero

us Strcutures
Tw

o structures w
ere identified by the C

ouncil as being
dangerous during the p

ast year.

7. D
erelict Sites

The Enforcem
ent Section has taken over resp

onsibility for
derelict sites.    The focus w

ill be on the develop
m

ent of
d

erelict 
sites 

rath
er 

th
an

 
sim

p
ly 

im
p

rovin
g

 
th

eir
ap

p
earance.

Aerial View
 of Sligo Bay and C

ity



O
bjectives 

in 
the 

C
ouncil’s 

C
orp

orate 
Plan 

include 
the

p
rotection and im

p
rovem

ent of w
ater and air q

uality in
Sligo, and to reduce the am

ount of w
aste going to landfill.

The focus in 2006 w
ill be to introduce and im

p
lem

ent
m

easures to achieve these corp
orate objectives.

Pro
g

ram
m

e G
ro

up
 5: En

viro
n

m
en

tal Pro
tectio

n

●
W

aste M
anagem

ent 

●
Pollution C

ontrol 

●
Blue Flag Beaches 

●
W

ater Safety 

●
C

asual Trading 

●
Environm

ental Aw
areness 

●
Environm

ental Enforcem
ent 

●
Litter

Pro
g

ram
m

e G
ro

up
 7: A

g
riculture &

 Ed
ucatio

n

●
Food Safety

Pro
g

ram
m

e G
ro

up
 8: M

iscellan
eo

us

●
C

ontrol of D
ogs 

●
C

ontrol of H
orses

W
A

STE M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T

In
 

N
ovem

b
er 

2
0

0
5

, 
th

e 
d

raft 
C

on
n

aug
h

t 
W

aste
M

anagem
ent Plan w

as p
ublished and p

ut on p
ublic disp

lay.
This p

lan re-em
p

hasises the targets to be achieved by 2013
in order to com

p
ly w

ith N
ational and EU

 targets, nam
ely:

Recycle 
48%

, 
Therm

ally 
Treat 

33%
 

and 
Landfill 

19%
.

A
lthough Sligo’s recycling rate for household w

aste has
increased 

from
 

4%
 

in 
2001 

to 
18%

 
in 

2005, 
further

p
rogress is necessary in this area in order to achieve the

req
uired targets. A

s w
ell as household w

aste, 2005 saw
 a

p
articular focus on com

m
ercial w

aste and construction and
dem

olition (C
&

D
) w

aste. These areas w
ere tackled through

the p
rovision of infrastructure, environm

ental aw
areness

and enforcem
ent m

easures.

In
frastructure

D
ry recyclable w

astes are catered for at the tw
o recycling

centres in Sligo – Tubbercurry, w
hich op

ened in 2005 and
G

reenstar (form
erly W

D
S), based at Finisklin in Sligo tow

n.
The range of m

aterials accep
ted at the Recycling C

entre in
Tubbercurry 

caters 
for 

as 
large 

a 
range 

of 
recyclable

m
aterials as p

ossible. Sm
all com

m
ercial op

erators are also
encouraged to use the site. A

 sep
arate kerbside collection of

dry recyclable m
aterials is available in Sligo tow

n and a
large p

art of the C
ounty. It is hop

ed that early 2006 w
ill see

the extension of the dry recyclable collection throughout
C

ounty Sligo.

Sligo continues to enjoy a high glass-recycling rate w
ith

alm
ost 1,100 tonnes of glass recycled in 2005. This eq

uates
to the recycling of ap

p
roxim

ately 3.7 m
illion glass bottles.

This glass is recycled via a netw
ork of bottle banks in Sligo

tow
n and alm

ost all villages in the C
ounty. The up

grade of
these banks continued to be a p

riority in 2005. C
reating a

p
ositive 

im
age 

at 
all 

bring 
bank 

sites 
is 

im
p

erative 
in

encouraging their use but this is p
roving difficult at som

e
sites due to incidences of illegal dum

p
ing. The p

urchase of
m

obile surveillance cam
eras is now

 being actively p
ursued

for use at these sites w
ith a view

 to taking legal action
against offenders.

A
lthough there are over 20 p

erm
itted sites in the C

ounty for
the recovery of C

onstruction &
 D

em
olition (C

&
D

) m
aterial,

there is no site in op
eration for the actual recycling of this

m
aterial. W

ith the current rate of develop
m

ent in Sligo, the
need for a C

&
D

 recycling facility in the Sligo area is urgent.
A

s w
ell as being the best op

tion environm
entally, a C

&
D

recycling 
facility 

should 
reduce 

the 
w

aste 
m

anagem
ent

costs for the construction industry. 

O
rganic kitchen w

aste m
akes up

 ap
p

roxim
ately 30%

 of all
household w

aste generated. H
om

e com
p

osting is a p
ositive

and sim
p

le op
tion to deal w

ith this w
aste. In 2005, the

Environm
ent 

Section 
continued 

to 
p

rom
ote 

the 
use 

of47
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The Environm
ent Section is responsible for a w

ide range of services
spanning three program

m
e groups as outlined below

.
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hom
e com

p
osters and offer them

for 
sale 

at 
a 

subsidised 
rate. 

In
urban areas that are not suitable for
hom

e 
com

p
osting

, 
the 

ultim
ate

solution is to introduce a third bin
for 

the 
collection 

of 
sep

arated
kitchen w

aste only. In order to do
this, a com

p
osting or biological

treatm
ent facility should be p

ut
in p

lace to p
rocess this w

aste. 

G
reen garden w

aste is a bulky
w

aste fraction that should be diverted
from

 landfill. In 2005 Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil secured the
n

ecessary 
statutory 

p
erm

ission
s 

for 
a 

g
reen

 
w

aste
com

p
osting facility at Ballisodare, C

o Sligo. The p
rovision of

this facility shall be advanced w
ith a view

 to having the
facility op

erational in autum
n 2006.

Landfill is the least p
referred op

tion in dealing w
ith w

aste,
and is at the bottom

 of the EU
 w

aste hierarchy.

H
ow

ever, landfill is req
uired to deal w

ith the w
aste that

cannot be recycled, com
p

osted or therm
ally treated, w

hich
is 

estim
ated

 
to 

b
e 

1
9

%
 

of 
all 

w
aste 

g
en

erated
 

in
C

onnaught. A
 greater p

ercentage of landfill cap
acity is

req
uired until the necessary infrastructure is p

ut in p
lace to

recycle, com
p

ost and in p
articular therm

ally treat w
aste.

D
uring 2005 Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil, in conjunction w

ith the
other C

onnacht Local A
uthorities, continued to encourage

the develop
m

ent of a N
orth C

onnaught Landfill to deal
w

ith this interim
 w

aste, and to ultim
ately deal w

ith the 19%
of residual w

aste by 2013.

En
viro

n
m

en
tal A

w
aren

ess
It has been w

idely p
roven in Europ

e that education and
aw

aren
ess 

in
 

w
aste 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 

b
est 

p
ractice 

is 
a

continuous p
rocess. Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil continued its

p
rogram

m
es in this area, w

hich has received significant
results to date. Em

p
hasis w

as p
laced on w

aste p
revention

and 
m

inim
isation 

cam
p

aigns, 
along 

w
ith 

cam
p

aigns 
to

encourage source sep
aration of w

aste. Encouraging greater
use of the tw

o Recycling C
entres, Bring Banks, the sep

arate
kerbside collection of dry recyclable w

astes and the use of
hom

e com
p

osting w
as a p

riority in 2005. Focus w
as also

p
laced on p

rom
oting the W

EEE D
irective, w

hich cam
e into

force on 13th A
ugust 2005, and allow

s householders to
bring 

all 
w

aste 
electrical 

and 
electronic 

goods 
to 

the
Recycling C

entres free of charge.

The Environm
ental Aw

areness O
fficer organised a num

ber
of initiatives w

ith com
m

unity group
s and organisations but

one of the m
ost successful in 2005 w

as the G
reen Schools

C
am

p
aign. A

p
p

roxim
ately 100 school visits took p

lace in
2005 focusing on dealing w

ith good w
aste m

anagem
ent

p
ractices, the p

roblem
 of littering along w

ith w
ater and

energy conservation them
es. The visits are designed to

enab
le 

schools 
to 

link 
into 

local 
w

aste 
m

anag
em

ent
services, to inform

 students of the difficulties w
ith land-

filling 
and 

of 
the 

need 
to 

adop
t 

a 
m

ore 
sustainable

ap
p

roach to w
aste. The second p

rim
ary objective of visits is

to eq
uip

 students w
ith inform

ation that w
ill help

 affect the
w

aste habits of their fam
ilies. The litter section of the visits

includes a p
resentation on the litter law

s, p
roject w

ork
(litter p

ledges, litter audits, school litter p
atrols, creative

activities such as p
oem

 w
riting, p

oster m
aking) interclass

com
p

etitions, the litter free challenge etc.
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D
uring 2005, over 40 schools w

ere involved in the G
reen

Schools Program
m

e. To date Sligo has 18 green flags w
ith

another 24 schools currently registered w
ith A

n Taisce. 

O
ther initiatives w

hich continued in 2005 included: G
reen

C
hristm

as C
am

p
aign, anti-litter aw

areness com
p

etitions for
com

m
unity group

s and schools and the Local A
genda 21

Environm
ental Partnership

 Fund w
hich help

s fund a variety
of 

com
m

unity 
based 

p
rojects 

on 
the 

them
e 

of 
w

aste
aw

areness and reduction. The m
onth of A

p
ril w

as dedicated
to p

rom
oting the N

ational A
nti-litter C

am
p

aign – N
ational

Sp
ring C

lean in w
hich over 120 group

s took p
art. Tidy

Tow
ns 

C
om

m
ittees 

shall 
continue 

to 
receive 

sup
p

ort
through the p

rovision of bags, litter p
ickers and gloves.

The Environm
ental Aw

areness O
fficer uses the local m

edia
in the form

 of radio and new
sp

ap
er advertisem

ents, p
ress

releases, interview
s and the C

ouncil’s w
ebsite, to p

rom
ote

the cam
p

aigns as they arise in all areas of the environm
ent

including w
ater q

uality and p
ollution control.

W
aste En

fo
rcem

en
t

Since the W
aste M

anagem
ent A

ct cam
e into being in 1996,

a 
larg

e 
num

b
er 

of 
W

aste 
Reg

ulations 
have 

follow
ed

,
covering a w

ide range of w
aste m

anagem
ent activities. The

p
riorities for Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil are to ensure that w

aste
is collected by a collector holding a valid w

aste collection
p

erm
it for the typ

e of w
aste they are collecting, and that all

w
aste 

is 
tran

sp
orted

 
to 

an
 

ap
p

rop
riately 

licen
sed

 
or

p
erm

itted facility. There are 152 w
aste collectors p

erm
itted

to 
collect 

w
astes 

in
 

Slig
o 

ran
g

in
g

 
from

 
h

ouseh
old

recyclab
les 

to 
in

d
ustrial 

h
azard

ous 
w

astes, 
an

d
 

2
8

p
erm

itted sites, m
ostly for the recovery of C

&
D

 m
aterial.

D
uring 2005 the W

aste Enforcem
ent O

fficer carried out
regular insp

ections of these facilities and activities as w
ell as

any unauthorised facilities or activities that cam
e to the

attention of the council. W
aste enforcem

ent w
as a p

riority
in 2005 and this w

as reflected in the achievem
ents m

ade in
the 

area 
of 

illeg
al 

w
aste 

activity. 
A

p
p

roxim
ately 

300
insp

ections w
ere m

ade and over 30 legal notices w
ere

served for unauthorised activities.

O
ther target areas in the w

aste enforcem
ent area included

the illegal burning of w
aste, the farm

 p
lastics levy, and the

Packaging Regulations. A
 p

articular focus w
ill be p

laced on
the 

Packaging 
Regulations 

in 
2006, 

w
hich 

req
uire 

all
p

roducers of p
ackaging, from

 corner shop
s and p

ubs to
m

ajor 
sup

erm
arkets 

and 
retail 

outlets 
to 

sep
arate 

the
p

ackaging w
aste p

roduced on the p
rem

ises and m
ake it

available for sep
arate collection by a recovery op

erator. The
Enforcem

ent team
 along w

ith the Aw
areness O

fficer w
ill

w
ork 

closely 
w

ith 
the 

com
m

ercial 
sector 

to 
im

p
lem

ent
these regulations thus diverting further recyclable w

aste
from

 landfill.

W
aste Presen

tatio
n

 B
y-Law

s
In 2005, Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil adopted W

aste Presentation
By-Law

s w
hich w

ill com
e into effect on January 01 2006.

The purpose of these by-law
s is to ensure that w

aste is
p

resented
 

for 
collection 

b
y 

the 
household

er 
w

here 
a

collection service is available, and to ensure that all w
aste

that is presented for collection is segregated appropriately
and

 
d

oes 
not 

cause 
an 

environm
ental 

nuisance. 
The

enforcem
ent of these by-law

s in 2006 should reduce the
incidences of illegal dum

ping and burning of w
aste and also

elim
inate litter generated by w

aste presented for collection.

LITTER
The 

issue 
of 

litter 
continues 

to 
be 

a 
m

ajor 
challenge. 

In 2005 activity w
as increased and p

articular em
p

hasis w
as

p
ut on the issue of illegal roadside signage, w

hich not only
detracts from

 the am
enity of an area, but also p

oses a risk
to road users. The Environm

ent Strategic Policy C
om

m
ittee

com
m

enced w
ork on the develop

m
ent of a signage p

olicy,
w

hich 
w

ill 
outline 

the 
dos 

and 
don 

ts 
for 

tem
p

orary
roadside signage under the Litter Pollution A

ct 1997-2003.
The 

relevant 
Roads 

&
 

Planning 
legislation 

w
ill 

also 
be

included in this p
olicy, w

hich, w
ill be adop

ted by the full
C

ouncil in 2006.

161 on-the-sp
ot fines w

ere issued for offences ranging from
sw

eet w
rap

p
ers and illegal signage to 2 or less bags of

refuse 
illeg

ally 
d

um
p

ed
 

on
 

p
ub

lic 
p

rop
erty. 

Larg
er

q
uantities of refuse dum

p
ed are dealt w

ith under litter &
w

aste m
anagem

ent legislation. N
on p

aym
ent of fines result

in legal action being taken by the C
ouncil and by the end

of 2005 the C
ouncil had secured 8 p

rosecutions (7 D
istrict

&
 1 C

ircuit C
ourt sitting) w

ith court fines ranging from
 €

50
to 

€
1,900. It is exp

ected that any outstanding cases for
2005 w

ill be p
rosecuted in early 2006. In addition to this,

tw
o Section 9 notices w

ere sent to p
rivate p

rop
erty ow

ners
directing them

 to clear their lands of litter (w
here it is visible

from
 a p

ublic p
lace). This is a very p

ow
erful tool in the fight

against litter, and it is envisioned that it w
ill be used m

ore
freq

uently in future. A
 zero tolerance ap

p
roach is being

taken to littering at bring bank sites. 

U
nder section 6 of the Litter Pollution A

ct 1997, occup
iers

of p
rem

ises fronting onto the footw
ay w

ithin the tow
n

lim
its are obliged to keep

 the area in front of their p
rem

ises
free of litter. N

ot to do so is an offence and can attract an
on-the-sp

ot fine of €
125. O

peration C
lean Sw

eep
involves49
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a p
artnership

 ap
p

roach betw
een Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil’s

Environm
ental Aw

areness O
fficer, Litter W

arden and the
b

usin
ess 

com
m

un
ity. 

Th
e 

C
oun

cil 
h

as 
in

trod
uced

O
p

eration
 

C
lean

 
Sw

eep
 

to 
th

e 
tow

n
s 

of 
Ballym

ote,
Tubbercurry and Enniscrone and w

ill continue to introduce
it into other tow

ns and villages throughout 2006.

2005 saw
 the introduction of an inter tow

n/village Litter
Leag

ue. 
A

 
larg

e 
num

b
er 

of 
p

articip
ants 

entered
 

this
knockout com

p
etition w

hich w
as judged by Sligo C

ounty
C

ouncil staff based on the am
ount of litter observed on

insp
ection day. The com

p
etition p

roved very successful and
the judges w

ere very im
p

ressed w
ith the high standard of

cleanliness in m
ost of the tow

ns/villages. 

In 2005 a review
 of the Litter M

anagem
ent Plan took p

lace
in conjunction w

ith Sligo Borough C
ouncil. This Plan is

p
rep

ared p
ursuant to Section 10 of the Litter Pollution A

ct
1997-2003 and it aim

s to identify and q
uantify the litter

p
roblem

, establish C
ouncil and C

om
m

unity resp
onsibility

and develop
 w

ays of tackling and elim
inating the p

roblem
.

It is hop
ed that the D

raft Litter M
anagem

ent Plan w
ill be

p
ut before the full C

ouncil in early 2006 for adop
tion.

Finally, the Environm
ental Aw

areness O
fficer continued to

highlight the p
roblem

 of litter through various p
rogram

s of
w

ork and m
ethods of advertising including com

p
etitions,

new
sp

ap
er 

and 
radio 

advertisem
ents, 

p
osters, 

disp
lays,

signage and the p
ublication of leaflets. Through the G

reen
School’s p

rogram
m

e a huge am
ount of aw

areness activity
took p

lace w
ith litter com

p
etitions, discussions and debate.

W
A

TER
 Q

U
A

LITY
In

 
2005, 

th
e 

En
viron

m
en

tal 
Protection

 
A

g
en

cy 
(EPA

)
p

ublished the docum
ent W

ater Q
uality in Ireland 2001 –

2003 , w
hich review

s the w
ater q

uality in Ireland for that
p

eriod and includes rivers, lakes, estuarine, coastal and
groundw

aters. The rep
ort is based on m

onitoring carried
out by both the EPA

 and Local A
uthorities. Results of Sligo

C
ounty C

ouncils extensive annual m
onitoring p

rogram
m

e
are forw

arded to the EPA
 for use in this review

.

This latest w
ater q

uality rep
ort confirm

s that Sligo’s w
ater

q
uality rem

ains above the national average w
ith 95%

 of
Sligo’s 

river 
channel 

length 
categorised 

as 
unp

olluted.
H

ow
ever 

5%
 

of 
Slig

o’s 
river 

channel 
leng

th 
rem

ains
p

olluted
 

ran
g

in
g

 
from

 
slig

h
tly 

p
olluted

 
to 

seriously
p

olluted.

A
ll 13 of the Sligo lakes, including w

ater abstraction lakes,
m

onitored 
over 

the 
rep

orting 
p

eriod, 
have 

satisfactory
w

ater q
uality. H

ow
ever, som

e dow
nw

ard trends have been
observed. The w

ater q
uality in Lough Talt, a m

ajor w
ater

abstraction lake, has deteriorated slightly over the rep
orting

p
eriod, thus req

uiring close m
onitoring and control by our

staff. 
H

eavy 
shoreline 

algae 
observed 

on 
Lough 

A
rrow

indicates over enrichm
ent by p

hosp
horus. This highlights

the need to reduce p
hosp

horous inp
uts to this im

p
ortant

b
row

n
 

trout 
fish

ery 
lake. 

Z
eb

ra 
m

ussels 
h

ave 
b

een
identified 

in 
both 

Lough 
A

rrow
 

and 
Lough 

G
ill. 

Z
ebra

m
ussels, although not of a health significance, are exp

ected
to have an influence on the long-term

 q
uality of these lakes.

A
 cam

p
aign is underw

ay w
hich aim

s to reduce the risk of
the sp

read of Z
ebra m

ussels to unaffected w
aters. The

cam
p

aign called W
estern Z

ebra M
ussel C

ontrol Initiative
h

op
es 

to 
ach

ieve 
th

is 
th

roug
h

 
exten

sive 
m

ed
ia 

an
d

aw
areness 

cam
p

aigns, 
w

hich 
began 

in 
2005 

and 
w

ill
continue in 2006.
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The challenge for Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil and all stakeholders
in Sligo’s w

aters is to continue to im
p

rove the q
uality of

un
satisfactory 

w
aters 

an
d

 
m

ain
tain

 
th

e 
q

uality 
of

satisfactory w
aters throughout the C

ounty. Sligo C
ounty

C
ouncil 

carry 
out 

a 
range 

of 
m

easures 
to 

achieve 
this

including enforcem
ent m

easures under the W
ater Pollution

A
cts, and develop

ing best p
ractice guidance docum

ents for
sectors 

th
at 

im
p

act 
on

 
w

ater 
q

uality. 
A

ll 
in

d
ustrial

discharges 
to 

w
aters 

req
uire 

a 
licence 

from
 

the 
Local

A
uth

ority. 
Exten

sive 
w

ater 
q

uality 
m

on
itorin

g
 

an
d

catchm
ent survey w

ork w
as carried out in 2005. 

W
estern

 R
iver B

asin
 M

an
ag

em
en

t Pro
ject

Th
e 

ap
p

roach
 

to 
w

ater 
q

uality 
m

on
itorin

g
 

an
d

m
anagem

ent over the com
ing years w

ill be influenced
g

reatly 
b

y 
the 

EU
 

W
ater 

Fram
ew

ork 
D

irective 
w

hich
rationalises 

and 
up

dates 
existing 

w
ater 

legislations 
and

p
rovides for w

ater m
anagem

ent on the basis of River Basin
districts. 

M
ost 

of 
C

ounty 
Sligo 

is 
contained 

w
ithin 

the
W

estern River Basin D
istrict, along w

ith m
ost of counties

M
ayo and G

alw
ay, and p

arts of Leitrim
, Roscom

m
on and

C
lare. D

uring 2005 Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil has been actively
en

g
ag

ed
 

w
ith

 
th

e 
oth

er 
Local 

A
uth

orities 
in

 
th

e
develop

m
ent 

of 
this 

p
roject, 

and 
in 

gathering 
all 

the
req

uired background inform
ation.

The overall objective of river basin projects is to establish an
integrated m

onitoring and m
anagem

ent system
 for all w

aters
w

ithin a River Basin D
istrict, to develop a dynam

ic program
m

e
of 

m
anagem

ent 
m

easures 
and 

to 
produce 

a 
River 

Basin
M

anagem
ent Plan, w

hich w
ill be continuously updated.

The 
m

ain 
responsibility 

for 
the 

im
plem

entation 
of 

this
D

irective lies w
ith the EPA

 and Local A
uthorities, to be

supported by a num
ber of other public bodies. In 2005, a

characterisation 
report 

w
as 

prepared 
by 

consultants 
on

behalf of the Local A
uthorities, w

ith input at all stages from
Local A

uthority staff. This involved gathering all existing data
on all w

aters w
ithin the W

estern River Basin D
istrict and

characterising
 

each 
w

ater 
b

od
y 

into 
one 

of 
four 

risk
categories: at risk; probably at risk; probably not at risk; not
at 

risk. 
O

ver 
th

e 
n

ext 
few

 
years, 

a 
com

p
reh

en
sive

m
onitoring program

m
e w

ill be put in place to determ
ine the

definite risk category of the tw
o current probably categories.

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncils current w
ater m

onitoring program
m

e
m

ay be tailored to m
eet som

e of the requirem
ents of the

W
estern River Basin D

istrict’s m
onitoring program

m
e, but

this shall be determ
ined in 2006.

D
R

IN
K

IN
G

 W
A

TER
 M

O
N

ITO
R

IN
G

 
A

N
D

 LA
B

O
R

A
TO

RY
Sligo continues to enjoy a very high standard of drinking
w

ater 
throug

hout 
the 

C
ounty. 

Slig
o 

C
ounty 

C
ouncils

laboratory staff carry out testing of all p
ublic sup

p
lies on a

regular basis in accordance w
ith the EC

 (D
rinking W

ater)
Regulations, 2000. These regulations cam

e into effect on 01
January 2004 and to q

uote the EPA
: “This set of drinking

w
ater regulations is radically different from

 its predecessor and
w

ill entail very significant changes in virtually all aspects of
im

plem
entation, 

including 
sam

ple 
num

ber, 
param

eters,
param

eter classes, extent of coverage, and so on.”
Laboratory

staff 
have 

em
braced 

these 
new

 
regulations 

and 
have

im
p

lem
ented new

 p
rocedures to deal w

ith the significant
changes. 

D
uring 

2005 
the 

full 
p

rogram
 

of 
m

onitoring
req

uired for the C
ounty under the regulations, w

as carried
out by our staff. M

ost of the analysis w
as carried out in the

C
ouncil’s w

ell eq
uip

p
ed environm

ental science laboratory. 

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil’s laboratory staff also m
onitored the

effluent discharges from
 all the Local A

uthority’s W
aste

W
ater Treatm

ent Plants in accordance w
ith the 1994 U

rban
W

astew
ater Treatm

ent Regulations, as w
ell as all discharges

from
 licensed p

rem
ises in accordance w

ith the conditions of
the discharge licence issued.

B
LU

E FLA
G

 B
EA

C
H

ES
In 2005 Sligo w

as again aw
arded 3 Blue Flags for Rosses

Point, M
ullaghm

ore and Enniscrone. The EPA
 carry out

regular 
m

onitoring 
of 

these 
bathing 

w
aters 

during 
the

sum
m

er 
season 

on 
behalf 

of 
Sligo 

C
ounty 

C
ouncil, 

in
accordance w

ith the blue flag criteria and the Bathing
W

ater 
Reg

ulations. 
The 

req
uired

 
w

ater 
q

uality 
testing

p
rogram

m
es w

ere carried out in full in 2005, and the w
ater

q
uality m

et the blue flag criteria at all three beaches. Sligo
C

ounty C
ouncil are op

tim
istic of retaining all three Blue

Flags in 2006. To receive a Blue Flag, a bathing site, in
addition to m

aintaining a high standard of w
ater q

uality,
m

ust m
eet sp

ecified objectives w
ith regard to the p

rovision
of safety services and facilities, environm

ental m
anagem

ent
of the beach area and environm

ental education. 

W
A

TER
 SA

FETY
D

uring June, July and A
ugust 2005, Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil

p
rovided a beach-guard service on five beaches in the

C
ounty. The beach-guards w

orked on a full-tim
e basis at

Enniscrone, M
ullaghm

ore and Rosses Point beaches and
w

eekends only on D
unm

oran and Streedagh beaches. A
beach-w

arden service for Strandhill is also op
erated under

this budget throughout the sum
m

er m
onths. Pending the

p
rovision 

of 
additional 

resources, 
Sligo 

C
ounty 

C
ouncil

intend to p
rovide full-tim

e beach guards at all 5 beaches in
2006, as w

ell as full-tim
e w

ardens at Strandhill for the51
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sum
m

er season.

A
IR

 PO
LLU

TIO
N

Sligo enjoys excellent air q
uality and is fortunate in not

having heavy industry discharging to the atm
osp

here. The
Environm

ent 
Section 

continue 
to 

enforce 
legislation 

in
relation to backyard burning of w

aste, and the use of
sm

okeless fuels in Sligo C
ity. 

FO
O

D
 SA

FETY
The C

ouncil, under a service contract w
ith the Food Safety

A
uthority of Ireland, sup

ervises the op
eration of m

eat p
lants

in 
the 

C
ounty. 

There 
are 

currently 
three 

abattoirs 
in

op
eration, 

and 
these 

req
uire 

p
re- 

and 
p

ost- 
slaughter

checks on all anim
als along w

ith continuous m
onitoring of

h
yg

ien
e 

an
d

 
w

elfare 
stan

d
ard

s 
an

d
 

BSE 
con

trols. 
In

p
rep

aration for the up
com

ing changes in Food Safety rules,
tw

o of these p
rem

ises have undertaken training in H
A

C
C

P
w

hich 
is 

a 
food 

safety 
m

anagem
ent 

system
 

and 
have

introd
uced

 
H

A
C

C
P 

p
lans 

in 
their 

p
rem

ises. 
The 

third
abattoir is currently review

ing its future p
lans. O

f the tw
o

Sm
all M

eat M
anufacturing Plants, one is registered and the

second is in the p
rocess of being registered.

The 
insp

ection 
of 

liq
uid 

m
ilk 

p
roducers 

has 
continued

throughout the year. A
ll p

roducers have been visited during
2005. The num

ber of p
roducers is falling as the sector is

currently undergoing a p
eriod of consolidation. 

A
N

IM
A

L W
ELFA

R
E

The C
ontrol of D

ogs A
ct, The C

ontrol of H
orses A

ct and the
Sheep

 Scab orders (D
iseases of A

nim
als A

ct) are the m
ain

p
ieces 

of 
w

elfare 
legislation 

for 
w

hich 
the 

C
ouncil 

has
resp

onsibility.

Follow
ing a review

 in 2004 the D
og W

arden Service is now
being op

erated by the w
arden under contract to Sligo

C
ounty C

ouncil. This arrangem
ent has resulted in savings

to the C
ouncil and w

ill be review
ed each year. The benefits

of a full tim
e w

arden can be seen in an increase of 24%
 in

the num
ber of licences taken out in 2004 and again in

2
0

0
5

. 
Th

ere 
h

as 
also 

b
een

 
an

 
in

creased
 

level 
of

en
forcem

en
t 

in
 

p
rob

lem
 

areas 
w

h
ich

 
h

as 
lead

 
to 

a
reduction in com

p
laints. Follow

ing discussions w
ith the

H
ousing Sections in the Borough and C

ounty during the
year, changes have been m

ade to the Tenancy agreem
ent

w
hich lim

it the num
ber and typ

e of dogs w
hich can be kep

t
in 

new
 

tenancies 
in 

Local 
A

uthority 
houses. 

This 
is 

to
counteract an increase in the num

ber of p
it bulls and other

unsuitable and p
otentially dangerous breeds w

hich have
becom

e m
ore com

m
on in recent years. 

The issue of stray horses continues to be m
onitored. The

introduction 
of 

new
 

Bye-Law
s 

in 
2004 

has 
given 

the
C

ouncil increased p
ow

ers to deal w
ith the p

roblem
 and

w
hile no seizures w

ere m
ade in 2005 the op

tion is available
if necessary.
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The H
eritage O

ffice is resp
onsible for develop

ing p
olicies

and p
riorities for the identification, p

rotection, p
reservation

and enhancem
ent of Sligo’s heritage. It also seeks to assist

the develop
m

ent of the Local A
uthorities heritage strategy

and p
olicy, advising on heritage im

p
acts and conseq

uences.
C

entral to the services p
rovided by the H

eritage O
ffice, is

the p
rom

otion of interest, education, know
ledge and p

ride
in the heritage of C

ounty Sligo, and in so doing, increasing
aw

areness, ap
p

reciation and enjoym
ent of the C

ounty’s
heritage for all.

The delivery of a co-ordinated heritage strategy at county
level is being achieved through the C

ounty Sligo H
eritage

Forum
 and the co-ordination and im

p
lem

entation of the
C

ounty Sligo H
eritage Plan 2002-2006 w

hich focuses on:

1.
C

o
llectio

n
 o

f h
eritag

e d
ata 

To advise on, and contribute to, the develop
m

ent of a
com

p
rehensive heritage database for Sligo, and to

ensure the effective use of heritage data in p
olicy

form
ulation and decision-m

aking.

2.
Lo

cal A
uth

o
rity h

eritag
e m

an
ag

em
en

t

To p
rop

ose high q
uality advice to Sligo Local

A
uthorities on p

olicies and p
riorities relating to Sligo’s

heritage and to sup
p

ort them
 in the integration of

heritage conservation into their activities.

3.
R

aisin
g

 h
eritag

e aw
aren

ess

To facilitate aw
areness, understanding and enjoym

ent
of Sligo’s heritage am

ong the com
m

unity.

4.
Pro

m
o

tin
g

 b
est p

ractice

To p
rom

ote, and advise on, best p
ractice standards for

heritage conservation and m
anagem

ent.

The C
ounty Sligo H

eritage Plan, launched in 2002, w
as one

of the first of its kind in Ireland. It is a concerted effort to
estab

lish
 

ob
jectives 

an
d

 
set 

p
riorities 

for 
our 

sh
ared

heritage. The em
p

hasis is on shared resp
onsibility for the

p
rotection and conservation of Sligo’s heritage resource.

C
op

ies of the C
ounty Sligo H

eritage Plan 2002-2006 are
available from

 the C
ounty Sligo H

eritage O
ffice or can be

dow
nloaded from

 the council’s w
ebsite.

C
O

LLEC
TIO

N
 O

F H
ER

ITA
G

E D
A

TA
- A

chievem
ents in 2005

●
D

atabase of industrial archaeological sites - The
construction of a database w

hich describes and collates
all data available on over 1000 industrial archaeological
sites in C

ounty Sligo. 

LO
C

A
L A

U
TH

O
R

ITY
 

H
ER

ITA
G

E M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T

- A
chievem

ents in 2005
●

Provision of high quality advice to the Sligo Local
A

uthorities on policies and priorities relating to heritage
and to support them

 in the integration of heritage
conservation into their activities. This is achieved
through heritage appraisal of developm

ent plans and
local area plans, and the developm

ent of heritage
training and the structured input of heritage advice.

R
A

ISIN
G

 A
W

A
R

EN
ESS

- A
chievem

ents in 2005
●

H
osted heritage exhibitions

●
A

rticles in local p
ress

●
Prom

otion of the H
eritage in Schools Schem

e 

The aim
 of the C

ounty Sligo H
eritage Forum

:

‘To secure benefits for the heritage of C
ounty Sligo and to 

increase aw
areness, appreciation and enjoym

ent of it for all.’
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PR
O

M
O

TIN
G

 B
EST PR

A
C

TIC
E

- A
chievem

ents in 2005
●

Th
e Field

 M
o

n
um

en
t A

d
viso

ry Sch
em

e
w

as increased
to a 3-day w

eek at the end of 2005. The schem
e

advises landow
ners and farm

ers on best p
ractice w

ith
regard to national m

onum
ents on their land. This on-

going schem
e has been very w

ell received and is a
long-term

 p
riority action for the Sligo H

eritage Forum
. 

●
O

n
g

o
in

g
 p

ro
visio

n
 o

f ad
vice

to
com

m
unities/individuals develop

ing heritage initiatives
and facilities such as heritage group

s, tidy-tow
n

com
m

ittees, graveyard m
anagem

ent group
s. 

●
C

o
n

servatio
n

 Plan
 fo

r C
arro

w
keel– In recognising

the conservation im
p

ortance of the archaeological
landscap

e of C
arrow

keel and the need for consensus
on how

 best to m
anage the site, a conservation p

lan
w

as drafted in 2005 to p
rovide a fram

ew
ork for the

future sustainable m
anagem

ent of C
arrow

keel. This
draft w

ill be p
ut to p

ublic consultation in 2006 before
adop

tion.

●
B

io
d

iversity G
uid

elin
es fo

r Lo
cal A

uth
o

rities
– 

In recognising the resp
onsibility local authorities have

to help
 achieve biodiversity targets at local level,

Biodiversity Advice notes w
ere p

roduced for all council
staff. The guidance w

ill ensure Sligo local authorities
w

ill enhance and conserve biodiversity in all asp
ects of

its w
ork. A

 training p
rogram

m
e w

ill be carried out in
2006 to dissem

inate this inform
ation and raise

aw
areness of biodiversity issues am

ong council staff. 

●
C

o
m

m
un

ity H
eritag

e G
ran

t Sch
em

e – O
n behalf of

Sligo Local A
uthorities, the Sligo H

eritage O
ffice

adm
inisters an annual com

m
unity heritage grant

schem
e to sup

p
ort local com

m
unities and individuals

to p
articip

ate in heritage activity in the county. In
2005, €

13,000 w
as distributed by the H

eritage O
ffice

in resp
ect of 12 grants. 

LO
C

A
L A

U
TH

O
R

ITY
 PH

Y
SIC

A
L 

H
ER

ITA
G

E PR
O

JEC
TS 

- A
chievem

ents in 2005
A

 grant of €
40,000 w

as secured from
 the U

rban &
 Village

Renew
al Regional O

p
erational Program

m
e 2000-2006 for

the Sligo C
em

etery G
ate Lodge to carry out conservation

w
orks during 2006.

A
lm

ost 
€

340,000 has been allocated for the conservation
of 

p
rotected

 
structures 

in
 

C
oun

ty 
Slig

o 
sin

ce 
1999.

Buildings included in the Sligo Local A
uthorities Record of

Protected 
Structures 

are 
eligible 

for 
funding 

from
 

the
Protected Structures G

rant schem
e adm

inistered by the
H

eritage O
ffice of Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil. This year €

89,000
w

as 
allocated

 
to 

Slig
o 

from
 

th
e 

D
ep

artm
en

t 
of 

th
e

Environm
ent, H

eritage and Local G
overnm

ent. W
orks w

ere
funded on 9 buildings across the county in 2005 including
structural roof rep

airs to C
alry Parish C

hurch, The M
all and

em
erg

ency 
rep

airs 
to 

p
arap

et 
g

uttering
 

on 
St 

John’s
cathedral.
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Conferences and Seminars Attended by Councillors
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 C
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U
C

C
 B

usin
ess C

o
n

feren
ce, C

o
rk

20th January 2005

A
g

rivisio
n

 2015, C
o

rk
20th – 22nd January 2005

M
errim

an
 W

in
ter Sch

o
o

l, B
un

ratty
28th – 30th January 2005

M
ed

ia Skills fo
r C

o
un

cillo
rs, C

astleb
ar

29th January 2005

M
id

 W
est R

eg
io

n
al A

uth
o

rity C
o

n
feren

ce, En
n

is
3rd – 4th February 2005

N
atio

n
al En

erg
y C

o
n

feren
ce, M

allo
w

10th – 11th February 2005

A
M

A
I Sp

rin
g

 Sem
in

ar, Letterken
n

y
11th - 12th February 2005

Sto
p

 Suicid
e C

o
n

feren
ce, D

ro
m

ah
air

18th – 19th February 2005

C
arlo

w
 To

urism
 C

o
n

feren
ce, C

arlo
w

24th - 25th February 2005

C
o

lm
cille W

in
ter Sch

o
o

l, Letterken
n

y
25th – 27th February 2005

G
C

C
C

 A
n

n
ual C

o
n

feren
ce, M

eath
3rd – 5th M

arch 2005

Lib
rary C

o
n

feren
ce, C

o
rk

10th – 11th M
arch 2005

W
exfo

rd
 H

isto
rical So

ciety C
o

n
feren

ce, W
exfo

rd
411th

 – 13th
 M

arch
 2005

G
alw

ay C
o

 In
tern

atio
n

al G
en

ealo
g

ical C
o

n
feren

ce, G
alw

ay
19th – 20th M

arch 2005

LA
M

A
 A

n
n

ual C
o

n
feren

ce, C
o

rk
31st M

arch – 1st April 2005

R
o

screa H
isto

rical Sp
rin

g
 C

o
n

feren
ce, R

o
screa

1st – 3rd April 2005

C
o

rk C
o

un
ty C

o
un

cil’s A
n

n
ual M

ayo
r’s C

o
n

feren
ce, B

an
try, 

14th – 15th April 2005

C
o

m
m

o
n

 A
g

ricultural Po
licy C

o
n

feren
ce, K

ilkee
14th – 15th April 2005

A
ir Po

llutio
n

 C
o

n
feren

ce, C
o

rk
21st – 22nd April 2005

D
uh

allo
w

 C
o

n
feren

ce, C
o

rk
21st – 24th April 2005

Trad
e U

n
io

n
ism

 – N
o

rth
/So

uth
 Exp

erien
ce, D

ro
g

h
ed

a
28th – 30th April 05

K
erry En

viro
n

m
en

tal R
eco

g
n

itio
n

 C
o

n
feren

ce, K
erry

4th – 7th M
ay 05

W
estern

 R
ail C

o
rrid

o
r C

o
n

feren
ce, C

astleb
ar

13th M
ay 2005

Euro
p

ean
 C

o
n

stitutio
n

 C
o

n
feren

ce, G
alw

ay
19th M

ay 2005

SEI W
o

o
d

 En
erg

y C
o

n
feren

ce, W
icklo

w
19th – 20th M

ay 2005

W
estp

o
rt To

w
n

 C
o

un
cil A

n
n

ual C
o

n
feren

ce, W
estp

o
rt

19th – 20th M
ay 2005

Lo
cal Partn

ersh
ip

s C
o

n
feren

ce, M
allo

w
19th - 21st M

ay 2005

M
ed

ia Skills fo
r C

o
un

cillo
rs, W

icklo
w

21st M
ay 2005

C
o

m
b

at Po
verty A

g
en

cy C
o

n
feren

ce, Po
rtlao

ise
23rd – 24th M

ay 2005

IPA
 Train

in
g

 Sem
in

ar fo
r C

h
airs o

f SPC
's, M

eath
26th M

ay 2005

Irish
 Pub

lic B
o

d
ies A

G
M

, D
ub

lin
26th M

ay 2005

Im
p

lem
en

tin
g

 th
e A

g
reem

en
t, D

ub
lin

27th M
ay 2005

Leitrim
 C

D
B

 C
o

n
feren

ce, C
arrick-o

n
-Sh

an
n

o
n

16th June 2005

H
IV

 C
o

n
feren

ce, D
ub

lin
17th June 2005

C
o

n
fed

eratio
n

 o
f EU

 C
o

un
cillo

rs – Sum
m

er Sem
in

ar, M
ullin

g
ar

23rd – 24th June 2005

B
yrn

e / Perry Sum
m

er Sch
o

o
l, G

o
rey

24th - 26th June 2005

C
o

n
feren

ce - Future o
f R

ural To
urism

, Tulsk
23rd – 25th June 2005

SIC
C

D
A

 R
ealisin

g
 R

ig
h

ts C
o

n
feren

ce, D
ub

lin
30th June 2005

C
h

ild
care Sem

in
ar, D

ub
lin

1st July 2005

D
o

ug
las H

yd
e Sum

m
er Sch

o
o

l, Stro
kesto

w
n

15th – 17th July 2005

Parn
ell Sum

m
er Sch

o
o

l, W
icklo

w
14th – 19th August 2005

M
errim

an
 Sum

m
er Sch

o
o

l, Lisd
o

o
n

varn
a

20th – 27th August 2005

H
um

b
ert Sum

m
er Sch

o
o

l, B
allin

a
23rd – 28th August 2005

Irish
 R

ural D
w

ellers A
sso

ciatio
n

 C
o

n
feren

ce, K
ilkee

31st August – 1st Septem
ber 2005

EPA
 En

viro
n

m
en

t C
o

n
feren

ce, D
ub

lin
7th Septem

ber 2005

To
m

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 Sch

o
o

l, K
ells

9th – 11th Septem
ber 2005

Irelan
d

s N
atio

n
al M

o
n

um
en

t to
 th

e Fig
h

tin
g

 69th
, N

ew
 Yo

rk
13th Septem

ber 2005

Laun
ch

 o
f W

D
C

 A
n

n
ual R

ep
o

rt 2004, D
o

n
eg

al
16th Septem

ber 2005

La To
uch

È Leg
acy Sem

in
ar, W

icklo
w

30th Septem
ber – 2nd O

ctober 2005

Plan
n

in
g

 C
o

n
feren

ce - U
rb

an
 vs R

ural, K
illyb

eg
s

5th – 7th O
ctober 2005

Sub
stan

ce A
b

use C
o

n
feren

ce, K
illarn

ey
6th – 7th O

ctober 2005

Feile Fran
k M

c G
an

n
, R

o
sco

m
m

o
n

6th – 9th O
ctober 2005

A
sso

ciatio
n

 o
f Irish

 R
eg

io
n

s A
n

n
ual C

o
n

feren
ce, C

arlo
w

7th O
ctober 2005

C
o

n
fed

eratio
n

 o
f EU

 C
o

un
cillo

rs O
verseas C

o
n

feren
ce, B

erlin
12th – 14th O

ctober 2005

M
ig

ran
t W

o
rkers &

 H
um

an
 R

ig
h

ts Law
 C

o
n

feren
ce, D

ub
lin

 
15th O

ctober 2005

R
efo

rm
 o

f Lo
cal G

o
vt Fin

an
ce C

o
n

feren
ce, C

arlo
w

21st O
ctober 2005

R
o

g
er C

asem
en

t A
n

n
ual Sym

p
o

sium
, D

ub
lin

22nd O
ctober 2005

R
ep

o
rt o

f th
e D

em
o

cracy C
o

m
m

issio
n

, D
ub

lin
26th O

ctober 2005

Lo
cal Traveller A

cco
m

m
o

d
atio

n
 C

o
n

sultative C
o

m
m

ittees
C

o
n

feren
ce, B

un
d

o
ran

27th O
ctober 2005

R
o

screa A
utum

n
 C

o
n

feren
ce, R

o
screa

28th – 30th O
ctober 2005

LA
M

A
 W

in
ter Sem

in
ar, Letterken

n
y

4th – 5th N
ovem

ber 2005

B
ro

th
er W

alfrid
 M

em
o

rial U
n

veilin
g

, C
eltic Fo

o
tb

all C
lub

,
G

lasg
o

w
, 

5th N
ovem

ber 2005

SPC
2 V

isit to
 En

viro
n

m
en

tal Facilities, C
o

p
en

h
ag

en
, D

en
m

ark
20th – 23rd N

ovem
ber 2005

C
lare To

urism
 C

o
n

feren
ce, En

n
istym

o
n

24th – 26th N
ovem

ber 2005

Lo
cal G

o
vern

m
en

t B
ud

g
et C

o
n

feren
ce, W

exfo
rd

10th D
ecem

ber 2005
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�
C

athaoirleach honours Ballym
ote U

14 Tag Rugby Team
�

C
athaoirleach w

elcom
es D

rum
cliffe U

13 G
irls Soccer Team

 at 
C

ounty H
all

56

�
C

liffoney G
range Soccer Team

 U
15 G

irls, C
om

m
unity G

am
es C

ham
pions

�
C

athaoirleach w
ith D

rom
ore W

est Tem
pleboy U

nder 10 D
raughts Team

�
C

athaoirleach w
ith guests and elected m

em
bers at C

athaoirleach’s Aw
ards C

erem
ony

Cathaoirleach’s Year Photo Diary
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�
Shane O

'Boyle, Rathcorm
ac N

S
�

C
athaoirleach w

ith A
nne H

ealy, 
St M

arys N
S Kilrusheighter

�
C

athaoirleach m
aking a presentation to

O
isin Staunton, Ransboro

�
M

ichael G
ilm

artin, Scoil N
aom

h M
olaise

visits C
ounty H

all
�

C
athaoirleach m

aking a presentation to
Kathleen M

cN
am

ee, H
igh Park N

S

�
C

athaoirleach aw
ards cerem

ony 2006
�

C
athaoirleach w

ith M
artin M

cG
loin (C

athaoirleach Aw
ards 2006)

�
Sinead H

allinan, D
rom

ore W
est C

N
S

being honoured at C
ounty H

all

Cathaoirleach’s Year Photo Diary



PA
D

R
A

IG
 FLA

N
A

G
A

N
Padraig Flanagan had the distinction of being one of the longest serving m

em
bers of staff of

Sligo C
ounty C

ouncil; H
e joined the C

ouncil in 1959 at the age of 15, and w
ould serve the

next 45 years as a loyal and dedicated m
em

ber of the Roads D
ep

artm
ent.

Padraig took enorm
ous p

ride in his w
ork, and his exp

ertise and attention to detail can be seen
in the m

any road p
rojects he w

as associated w
ith throughout the county. For the last num

ber
of years he w

orked as C
hief Technician, and his w

ork in the Roads D
esign D

ep
artm

ent
brought him

 into regular contact w
ith m

em
bers of the p

ublic. They invariably found him
 a

m
an of honesty and integrity.

Padraig’s colleagues recall that one of his great characteristics w
as his desire and ability to see

a p
roject through to the end. H

e w
as good at his job, m

aking decisions, com
ing up

 w
ith new

ideas and p
rop

osals, keep
ing others interested in their w

ork. W
hen w

orking outdoor on
schem

es he p
referred to start very early, w

hich w
as his w

ay of leading by exam
p

le. N
ot only

did he sup
ervise the w

ork, but he built the blocks, laid the p
ip

es and m
ixed the concrete. 

Senior Engineer Jim
m

y H
arney (retired), recalls that ‘he w

as a m
ost kindly m

an as all of us
w

ho knew
 him

 w
ill alw

ays rem
em

ber the m
any things w

e learned from
 him

, w
e w

ill
rem

em
ber w

ith great affection and it w
as a p

leasure to have know
n him

 and a p
rivilege to

have been his friend for over 40 years’.

A
N

G
ELA

 H
EN

RY
A

ngela H
enry w

as born in Sligo and lived there all her life, ap
art from

 a short tim
e sp

ent in
D

ublin. She attended Ballintogher N
.S. and then M

ercy C
ollege Sligo. O

n leaving there she
took up

 a p
ost w

ith D
ublin H

ealth A
uthority based at Jam

es’ Street, D
ublin. She w

as offered
a p

osition in the H
ealth Section of Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil. Sligo had m

ore than good scenery
to attract A

ngela as her husband to be, D
anny, w

ould have been the p
rincip

al reason for
A

ngela’s return to Sligo. She sp
ent m

any hap
p

y years w
ith Sligo C

ounty C
ouncil in the offices

at the C
ourthouse. A

ngela and D
anny m

arried in 1973 and A
ngela gave up

 w
ork to care for

her tw
o sons, D

onagh and Enda. 

She enjoyed this career break but m
issed the interaction and social side of w

ork outside the
hom

e. A
s D

onagh and Enda grew
 up

 she joined a ‘Back to W
ork FÁ

S course and w
ent back

to full tim
e em

p
loym

ent in 1995. A
ngela w

as a lively p
erson w

ho loved to chat and debate.
She did things thoroughly. If she held an op

inion it w
as difficult to convince her otherw

ise –
she had com

p
lete confidence in her ow

n ability. She loved her job, enjoyed her career in the
Roads Section. She m

ade m
any good and loyal friends, and is rem

em
bered fondly by her

colleagues in G
overnor’s H

ouse. A
ngela bore her illness w

ith im
m

ense courage and dignity.
The A

ngela w
e all rem

em
ber shone through esp

ecially at that tim
e.

PA
D

D
Y

 C
A

LLA
G

H
A

N
O

ne of Sligo’s best know
n and loved fire-fighters Paddy C

allaghan p
assed aw

ay in 2005.
Paddy fought bravely against illness before p

assing aw
ay on 16th July at his hom

e sup
p

orted
by his w

ife Betty, sons M
ark, Patrick and D

arren and his fam
ily and friends. 

Paddy’s untim
ely p

assing is an inconsolable loss to his fam
ily and he w

ill be sadly m
issed by

his friends and colleagues in the fire service. Paddy w
as w

ell know
n to all living locally, his

love for football and sup
p

ort for Sligo Rovers w
as w

ell com
bined w

ith his enthusiasm
 for life

m
aking him

 one of the hap
p

iest p
eop

le greeting all he m
et w

ith a sm
ile and chat. H

e
continued so to the day he p

assed aw
ay. H

e w
orked very hard throughout his life, both for

his fam
ily and the com

m
unity. D

uring his service in Sligo Fire Brigade he w
orked at som

e of
the m

ost difficult incidents the brigade has had to deal w
ith. The p

rofessional m
anner both

he and his colleagues w
orked has saved m

any lives and num
erous p

rop
erties. H

e did so
selflessly and beyond the call of duty.

Paddy befriended all he m
et and it as a friend w

e shall all rem
em

ber him
. M

ay our good
friend rest in p

eace.
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Sligo County Council rem
em

bers Padraig Flanagan, Angela H
enry and Paddy Callaghan

w
ho passed aw

ay in 2005
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Paddy C
allaghan, RIP 

w
ith his grandson Keanan

Padraig Flanagan, RIP

A
ngela H

enry, RIP

In Memory
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G
ro

ss Exp
en

d
iture

N
et In

co
m

e
N

et Exp
en

d
iture 

Exp
en

d
iture

Exp
en

d
iture b

y Pro
g

ram
m

e G
ro

up
2005 (

€
)

2005 (
€

)
2005 (

€
)

2004 (
€

)

H
ousing

2,772,758
2,414,011

358,747
212,193

Road Transp
ortation

22,652,710
17,704,304

4,948,406
3,754,393

W
ater Sup

p
ly and Sew

erage
5,941,611

1,894,808
4,046,803

3,892,485

D
evelop

m
ent Incentives and C

ontrols
2,979,922

1,170,176
1,809,746

1,680,000

Environm
ental Protection

4,727,636
991,944

3,735,692
3,390,387

Recreation and A
m

enity
2,811,562

390,268
2,421,294

2,219,247

A
griculture, Education, H

ealth and W
elfare

4,015,745
3,659,566

356,179
660,228

M
iscellaneous Services

5,326,061
3,158,407

2,167,654
2,073,972

To
tal Exp

en
d

iture / In
co

m
e

51,228,005
31,383,484

N
et co

st o
f Pro

g
ram

m
es to

 b
e fun

d
ed

 fro
m

Rates and Local G
overnm

ent Fund
19,844,523

17,882,905

Local G
overnm

ent Fund
15,161,087

13,910,355

C
ounty Rates

3,473,854
3,140,510

C
ounty D

em
and

2,469,600
2,352,000

Surp
lus / (D

eficit) fo
r Year b

efo
re Tran

sfers
1,260,018

1,519,960

Tran
sfers fro

m
 / (to

) R
eserves

(1,120,477)
(1,409,362)

O
verall Surp

lus / (D
eficit) fo

r Year
139,541

110,598

G
en

eral R
eserve at 1st Jan

uary
(1,826,077)

(1,936,677)

G
en

eral R
eserve at 31st D

ecem
b

er
(1,686,536)

(1,826,079)

IN
C

O
M

E A
N

D
 EX

PEN
D

ITU
R

E A
C

C
O

U
N

T STA
TEM

EN
T FO

R
 Y

EA
R

 EN
D

ED
 31st D

EC
EM

B
ER

 2004
The Incom

e and Expenditure A
ccount Statem

ent brings together all the revenue related incom
e and expenditure. It show

s the
surplus/ (deficit) for the year.
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Finance Department

FIN
A

N
C

E D
EPA

R
TM

EN
T

2005
2004

€
€

Fixed
 A

ssets 

O
p

erational
191,418,910

183,539,876

Infrastructural
1,400,552,301

1,285,276,361

C
om

m
unity 

8,890,420
8,890,420

N
on O

p
erational

- 
- 

1,600,861,631
1,477,706,657

W
o

rk - in
 - Pro

g
ress an

d
 Prelim

in
ary Exp

en
ses

90,472,149
129,474,890

Lo
n

g
 Term

 D
eb

to
rs

19,802,020
19,623,892

C
urren

t A
ssets

Stock
228,774

184,150

Trade D
ebtors and Prep

aym
ents

4,735,571
6,549,925

Bank Investm
ents

1,804,376
1,141,299

C
ash at Bank 

2,432,897
2,785,854

C
ash on H

and
466

467

U
rban A

ccount
1,190,318

1,256,446

10,392,402
11,918,141

C
urren

t Liab
ilities

Bank O
verdraft

- 
- 

C
reditors &

 A
ccruals

6,635,594 
6,409,671

Finance Leases
- 

- 

6,635,594
6,409,671

N
et C

urren
t A

ssets / (Liab
ilities)

3,756,808
5,508,470

C
red

ito
rs (A

m
o

un
ts g

reater th
an

 o
n

e year)

Loans Payable
49,995,443 

49,156,588

Finance Leases
- 

- 

Refundable D
ep

osits
1,390,672 

996,896

O
ther

- 
- 

51,386,115 
50,153,484 

N
et A

ssets / (Liab
ilities)

1,663,506,493
1,582,160,425

Fin
an

ced
 B

y

C
ap

italisation A
ccount

1,600,861,631
1,477,706,657

Incom
e W

IP
65,927,844

132,110,758

Sp
ecific Revenue Reserve

1,103,774
1,707,152

G
eneral Revenue Reserve

1,686,537
1,826,079

O
ther Balances

2,700,219
27,538,063

To
tal R

eserves
1,663,506,493

1,582,160,425

B
A

LA
N

C
E SH

EET A
S A

T 31ST D
EC

EM
B

ER
 2005
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Finance Department

FIN
A

N
C

E D
EPA

R
TM

EN
T

M
O

TO
R

 TA
X

A
TIO

N
 O

FFIC
E

The M
otor Taxation O

ffices at the D
evelop

m
ent C

entre, C
leveragh Road, and Teach Laighne, Tubbercurry, continue its

efforts in p
roviding a q

uality and im
p

roved service to the p
ublic. The latest figures indicate that 85%

 of our custom
ers call

to the offices and carry out counter transactions, w
ith the rem

aining 15%
 availing of p

ostal transactions. In 2005, 89%
 of

p
ostal ap

p
lications for disc licences w

ere dealt w
ith on the sam

e day.

The Vehicle Registration U
nit in Shannon, C

o. C
lare is directly linked w

ith M
otor Taxation O

ffices nationw
ide, in p

roviding
up

 to date inform
ation on vehicle and driving licences through the N

VD
F System

. The VRU
 also p

rovide on line for the
renew

al of m
otor tax for p

rivate vehicles.

O
ur M

otor Taxation office in Tubbercurry continues to increase its share in business in 2005, taking over 
€

1.63 m
illion –

w
hich rep

resents a steady increase to 17%
 of the C

ounty.

N
um

b
er o

f Tran
sactio

n
s

2005
2004

Road Taxes 
52,310

47,741

Roadw
orthiness C

erts 
3,711

2,765

D
riving Licences 

7,275
8,313

M
iscellaneous 

1,380
5,945

To
tal

64,676
64,764

To
tal R

eceip
ts 

€
9,887,736

€
9,467,354
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SER
V

IC
E IN

D
IC

A
TO

R
S – SLIG

O
LO

C
A

L
A

U
TH

O
R

ITIES
2005

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

C
1

Percen
tag

e o
f w

o
rkin

g
 d

ays lo
st to

 sickn
ess th

ro
ug

h
:

- certified leave
3.34%

3.71%

- uncertified leave
0.48%

0.52%

C
2

Exp
en

d
iture o

n
 Train

in
g

 an
d

 D
evelo

p
m

en
t as a p

ercen
tag

e o
f to

tal p
ayro

ll co
sts

6.4
6.5

C
O

R
PO

R
A

TE ISSU
ES

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TA

L
SERV

IC
ES

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

A &
 C1

A
rts G

ran
ts

- N
um

ber of arts grants p
aid

109
96

- Total value of arts grants p
aid p

er 1,000 p
op

ulation
11,718

9,228.47

A
R

TS &
 C

U
LTU

R
A

L SERV
IC

ES

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

C
P 1

Percen
tag

e o
f lo

cal sch
o

o
ls in

vo
lved

 in
 th

e lo
cal Yo

uth
 C

o
un

cil/ C
o

m
h

airle n
a n

-Ó
g

 sch
em

e 
40%

88%

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 PA

R
TIC

IPA
TIO

N
 &

 C
O

-O
PER

A
TIO

N

In
d

icato
r

2004
To

tal

W
A

TER

E1
Percen

tag
e o

f river ch
an

n
el w

h
ich

 is:

a) U
np

olluted
92%

95%

b) Slightly p
olluted

4%
4%

c) M
oderately p

olluted
4%

4%

d) Seriously p
olluted

0%
0%

E2
Percen

tag
e o

f d
rin

kin
g

 w
ater an

alyses results in
 co

m
p

lian
ce w

ith
 statuto

ry req
uirem

en
ts w

ith
 reg

ard
s to

:

- p
ublic schem

es
96.1%

97.05%

- p
rivate schem

es (w
here ap

p
rop

riate)
89.4%

88.52%

FIR
E SERV

IC
E

E3
A

verag
e tim

e, in
 m

in
utes to

 m
o

b
ilise fire b

rig
ad

es in
:

- full tim
e stations

N
/A

N
/A

- p
art tim

e stations (retained fire service)
4.8

4.3

E4
Percen

tag
e o

f atten
d

an
ces at scen

es w
h

ere:

- first attendance is at scene w
ith 10 m

inutes
65%

57.6%

- first attendance is at scene after 10 m
inutes but w

ithin 20 m
inutes

26%
28.45%

- first attendance is at scene after 20 m
inutes

9%
13.95%

E5
Fire p

reven
tio

n
 to

tal n
um

b
er o

f fire safety certificate ap
p

licatio
n

s:

- received
131

212

- p
rocessed

116
183

W
A

STE M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T

E6 
Percen

tag
e o

f h
o

useh
o

ld
s p

ro
vid

ed
 w

ith
 seg

reg
ated

 w
aste co

llectio
n

N
/A

N
/A

E7
H

o
useh

o
ld

 w
aste co

llected
 w

h
ich

 is sen
t fo

r recyclin
g

- Tonnage
N

/A
2,742

- Percentage of household w
aste collected

16.6
18.5

E8
H

o
useh

o
ld

 w
aste co

llected
 w

h
ich

 is sen
t to

 lan
d

fill

- Tonnage
N

/A
12,135

- Percentage of household w
aste collected

83.4%
81.5%
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Service Indicators – Sligo Local Authorities 2005

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TA

L
SERV

IC
ES (co

n
tin

ued
)

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

E9
R

ecyclin
g

 facilities

G
LA

SS

N
um

ber of Bring Sites
49

49

N
um

ber of C
ivic A

m
enity Sites

1
2

Total N
um

ber of Facilities
50

51

N
um

ber of locations p
er 5000 of p

op
ulation

4.3
4.4

Tonnage of w
aste collected for recycling p

er 5000 of p
op

ulation
67.99

94.32

C
A

N
S

N
um

ber of Bring Sites
49

49

N
um

ber of C
ivic A

m
enity Sites

1
2

Total N
um

ber of Facilities
50

51

N
um

ber of locations p
er 5000 of p

op
ulation

4.3
4.4

Tonnage of w
aste collected for recycling p

er 5000 of p
op

ulation
2.92

5.95

TEX
TILES

N
um

ber of Bring Sites
4

4

N
um

ber of C
ivic A

m
enity Sites

1
1

Total N
um

ber of Facilities
5

5

N
um

ber of locations p
er 5000 of p

op
ulation

4.3
0.43

Tonnage of w
aste collected for recycling p

er 5000 of p
op

ulation
2.3

3.14

B
A

TTER
IES

N
um

ber of Bring Sites
4

4

N
um

ber of C
ivic A

m
enity Sites

1
2

Total N
um

ber of Facilities
5

6

N
um

ber of locations p
er 5000 of p

op
ulation

0.43
0.48

Tonnage of w
aste collected for recycling p

er 5000 of p
op

ulation
0.9

0.368

O
ILS

N
um

ber of Bring Sites
0

0

N
um

ber of C
ivic A

m
enity Sites

0
0

Total N
um

ber of Facilities
0

0

N
um

ber of locations p
er 5000 of p

op
ulation

0
0

Tonnage of w
aste collected for recycling p

er 5000 of p
op

ulation
78

0

O
TH

ER
S

N
um

ber of Bring Sites
27

0

N
um

ber of C
ivic A

m
enity Sites

1
2

Total N
um

ber of Facilities
28

2

N
um

ber of locations p
er 5000 of p

op
ulation

2.4
0.17

Tonnage of w
aste collected for recycling p

er 5000 of p
op

ulation
42.6

32.02

63
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H
O

U
SIN

G
In

d
icato

r
2004

2005

H
1

To
tal n

u
m

b
er o

f d
w

ellin
g

s in
 lo

cal au
th

o
rity sto

ck
1,701

1780

O
verall %

 of dw
ellings that are let

96.18%
94.78%

O
verall %

 of dw
ellings that are em

p
ty

3.82%
5.22%

%
 of em

p
ty dw

ellings subject to m
ajor refurbishm

ent schem
es

29.23%
20.35%

%
 of em

p
ty dw

ellings unavailable for letting
80.43%

73.45%

%
 of em

p
ty dw

ellings available for letting
19.57%

26.55%

H
2

A
verag

e tim
e tak

en
 to

 relet d
w

ellin
g

s availab
le fo

r lettin
g

3.5 w
eeks

3 w
eeks

H
3

N
u
m

b
er of rep

airs com
p
leted

 as a p
ercen

tag
e of th

e n
u
m

b
er of valid

 rep
air req

u
ests received

95.56%
63.75%

H
4

A
verag

e tim
e tak

en
 to

 in
fo

rm
 ap

p
lican

ts o
f lo

cal au
th

o
rity’s d

ecisio
n

 o
n

 ap
p

licatio
n

s fo
r:

– the shared ow
nership

 housing schem
e

12.5 days
9.25 days

–  housing loans schem
es

15 days
14.5 days

– local authority housing
13.75 days

9.5 days

H
5

Traveller A
cco

m
m

o
d

atio
n

To
tal n

u
m

b
er o

f traveller fam
ilies acco

m
m

o
d

atio
n

 as a p
ercen

tag
e o

f th
e targ

ets set in
 th

e lo
cal

traveller acco
m

m
o

d
atio

n
 p

ro
g

ram
m

e
66.67%

23.07%

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

E10
Litter

N
um

ber of full-tim
e litter w

ardens
2

2

Total num
ber of p

art-tim
e litter w

ardens
0

0

N
um

ber of litter w
ardens (both full and p

art-tim
e) p

er 5,000 p
op

ulation
0.68

0.17

N
um

ber of on-the sp
ot fines

305
225

N
um

ber of p
rosecution cases taken because of non-p

aym
ent of on-the-sp

ot fines
20

12

N
um

ber of p
rosecutions secured

0
4

Percen
tag

e o
f areas w

ith
in

 th
e lo

cal auth
o

rity th
at are:

- unp
olluted (i.e. litter free)

15%
15%

- slightly p
olluted w

ith litter
41%

41%

- m
oderately p

olluted w
ith litter

33%
33%

- significantly p
olluted w

ith litter
6%

6%

- grossly p
olluted w

ith litter
5%

5%

Litter A
n

alysis o
f Situatio

n

- Percentage litter free and slightly p
olluted

56%

- Percentage significantly and grossly p
olluted

11%

E11
En

viro
n

m
en

tal C
o

m
p

lain
ts an

d
 En

fo
rcem

en
t

- total num
ber of cases subject to com

p
laints concerning environm

ental p
ollution (relating to w

aste, litter, w
ater

p
ollution, noise p

ollution, air p
ollution)

1181
1239

num
ber of com

p
laints investigated

1030
1138

num
ber of enforcem

ent p
rocedures taken

284
306

E12
Percen

tag
e o

f Sch
o

o
ls p

articip
atin

g
 in

 en
viro

n
m

en
tal cam

p
aig

n
s

- p
rim

ary schools
40%

59%

- secondary schools
70%

82%



Service Indicators – Sligo Local Authorities 2005

65

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil A
n

n
u

al R
ep

o
rt 2

0
0

5

SER
V

IC
E IN

D
IC

A
TO

R
S – SLIG

O
LO

C
A

L
A

U
TH

O
R

ITIES
2005

Slig
o

 C
o

u
n

ty C
o

u
n

cil C
u

sto
m

er Services   �
071 9111 111   

cu
sto

m
erservices@

slig
o

co
co

.ie

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

L1
Pub

lic O
p

en
in

g
 H

o
urs

- average num
ber of op

ening hours p
er w

eek for full-tim
e libraries

39
39

- average num
ber of op

ening hours p
er w

eek for p
art-tim

e libraries (w
here ap

p
licable)

15
15

L2
N

um
b

er o
f reg

istered
 lib

rary m
em

b
ers as a p

ercen
tag

e o
f th

e lo
cal p

o
p

ulatio
n

28%
24%

L3 
N

um
b

er o
f item

s issued
 p

er h
ead

 o
f p

o
p

ulatio
n

 (co
un

ty/city w
id

e) fo
r

(a) Books
2.63

3.23

(b) O
ther item

s
0.43

0.09

L4
Percen

tag
e o

f Lib
raries th

at o
ffer In

tern
et access to

 th
e p

ub
lic

100%
100%

L5
N

um
b

er o
f in

tern
et sessio

n
s p

ro
vid

ed
 p

er 1,000 p
o

p
ulatio

n
448.32 

1232.00

LIB
R

A
RY

 SERV
IC

E

M
O

TO
R

 TA
X

A
TIO

N
In

d
icato

r
2004

2005

M
1

N
um

b
er o

f m
o

to
r tax tran

sactio
n

s w
h

ich

- are dealt w
ith over the counter

42,851

- are dealt w
ith by p

ost
7,562

- are dealt w
ith in other w

ays (e.g. online, by telep
hone)

7,372

M
1

Percen
tag

e o
f m

o
to

r tax tran
sactio

n
s w

h
ich

- are dealt w
ith over the counter

82%
74%

- are dealt w
ith by p

ost
18%

13%

- are dealt w
ith in other w

ays (e.g. online, by telep
hone)

0%
13%

M
2

N
um

b
er o

f p
o

stal ap
p

licatio
n

s w
h

ich
 are d

ealt w
ith

 (i.e. d
isc/d

river licen
ce issued

) fro
m

 receip
t o

f th
e ap

p
licatio

n

(a) O
n the sam

e day
8118

6651

(b) O
n the third day or less

2518
686

(c) O
n the fifth day or less

479
200

(d) O
ver 5 days

390
125

M
2

Percen
tag

e o
f o

verall p
o

stal ap
p

licatio
n

s w
h

ich
 are d

ealt w
ith

 (i.e. d
isc/d

river licen
ce issued

) fro
m

 receip
t o

f th
e ap

p
licatio

n

(a) O
n the sam

e day
71%

89%

(b) O
n the third day or less

22%
8%

(c) O
n the fifth day or less

4%
2%

(d) O
ver 5 days

3%
1%

M
3

Pub
lic o

p
en

in
g

 h
o

urs:

- average num
ber of op

ening hours p
er w

eek
33

32.5

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

P1
Plan

n
in

g
 A

p
p

licatio
n

s - D
ecisio

n
 M

akin
g

IN
D

IV
ID

U
A

L H
O

U
SES

56
251

N
o. of ap

p
lications decided

769
935

N
o. of decisions w

hich w
ere decided w

ithin 8 w
eeks

79%
719

N
o. of decisions w

hich req
uired the subm

ission of further inform
ation

152

N
o. of decisions w

here an extension of tim
e w

as agreed to by the ap
p

licant, under section 34(9) of the Planning and
D

evelop
m

ent A
ct 2000

71

Average length of tim
e taken (in days) to decide a case w

here further inform
ation w

as sought
66

91

%
 of grants

81
84

%
 of refusals

19
16

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as confirm

ed, w
ith or w

ithout variations, by A
n Bord Pleanala

87
81

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as reversed by A

n Bord Pleanala
13

19
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N

N
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G
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D
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U
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N
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O
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In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

P1
N

EW
 H

O
U

SIN
G

 D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T

N
o. of ap

p
lications decided

102
118

N
o. of decisions w

hich w
ere decided w

ithin 8 w
eeks

71%
48

N
o. of decisions w

hich req
uired the subm

ission of further inform
ation

82
58

N
o. of decisions w

here an extension of tim
e w

as agreed to by the ap
p

licant, under section 34(9) of the Planning and
D

evelop
m

ent A
ct 2000

15

Average length of tim
e taken (in days) to decide a case w

here further inform
ation w

as sought
95

%
 of grants

80
82

%
 of refusals

20
18

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as confirm

ed, w
ith or w

ithout variations, by A
n Bord Pleanala

37
50

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as reversed by A

n Bord Pleanala
75

50

O
th

er: N
O

T R
EQ

U
IR

IN
G

 EIA

N
o. of ap

p
lications decided

457
288

N
o. of decisions w

hich w
ere decided w

ithin 8 w
eeks

78%
230

N
o. of decisions w

hich req
uired the subm

ission of further inform
ation

55

N
o. of decisions w

here an extension of tim
e w

as agreed to by the ap
p

licant, under section 34(9) of the Planning and
D

evelop
m

ent A
ct 2000

7

Average length of tim
e taken (in days) to decide a case w

here further inform
ation w

as sought
76

86

%
 of grants

95
93

%
 of refusals

5
7

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as confirm

ed, w
ith or w

ithout variations, by A
n Bord Pleanala

46
86

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as reversed by A

n Bord Pleanala
54

14

O
th

er: R
EQ

U
IR

IN
G

 EIA

N
o. of ap

p
lications decided

1
5

N
o. of decisions w

hich w
ere decided w

ithin 8 w
eeks

25%
3

N
o. of decisions w

hich req
uired the subm

ission of further inform
ation

2

N
o. of decisions w

here an extension of tim
e w

as agreed to by the ap
p

licant, under section 34(9) of the Planning and
D

evelop
m

ent A
ct 2000

0

Average length of tim
e taken (in days) to decide a case w

here further inform
ation w

as sought
20

70

%
 of grants

25
80

%
 of refusals

0
20

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as confirm

ed, w
ith or w

ithout variations, by A
n Bord Pleanala

0
0

%
 of cases w

here the decision w
as reversed by A

n Bord Pleanala
25

100

P2
Plan

n
in

g
 En

fo
rcem

en
t

- total num
ber of cases subject to com

p
laints that are investigated

251
152

- total num
ber of cases subject to com

p
laints that are dism

issed
0

19

- total num
ber of cases subject to com

p
laints that w

ere resolved through negotiations
20

- num
ber of enforcem

ent p
rocedures taken through w

arning letters
374

158

- num
ber of enforcem

ent p
rocedures taken through enforcem

ent notices
34

24

- num
ber of p

rosecutions
17

2

P3
Pub

lic O
p

en
in

g
 h

o
urs

- average num
ber of op

ening hours p
er w

eek
35

35

P4
C

o
n

sultatio
n

s

- N
um

ber of p
re-p

lanning consultation m
eetings held

1524

Average length of tim
e from

 req
uest for consultation w

ith local authority p
lanner to actual form

al m
eeting for p

re-
p

lanning consultation
10

10

P5
B

uild
in

g
s in

sp
ected

 as a p
ercen

tag
e o

f n
ew

 b
uild

in
g

s n
o

tified
 to

 th
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cal auth
o

rity
18%

15%
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TR
O
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In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

R
ec 1

N
um

b
er o

f ch
ild

ren
’s p

layg
ro

un
d

s p
er 1,000 p

o
p

ulatio
n

:

- directly p
rovided by the local authority

0.034
0.034

- facilitated by the local authority
0.034

0.51546

R
ec 2

N
um

ber of visitors to local authority facilitated
 sw

im
m

ing
 facilities p

er 1,000 p
op

ulation
3892 

4181.6494

R
EC

R
EA

TIO
N

A
L SERV

IC
ES

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

R
ev1

H
o

use R
en

t

(a) A
m

ount collected at year end as a p
ercentage of am

ount due
84%

88%

(b) Percentage of arrears:

(i) 4-6 w
eeks old

1%
1%

(ii) 6-12 w
eeks old

3%
3%

(iii) M
ore than 12 w

eeks old
94%

92%

R
ev 2

H
o

usin
g

 lo
an

s

(a) A
m

ounts collected at year end as a p
ercentage of am

ount due
90%

89%

(b) Percentage of arrears:

(i) 1 m
onth old

3%
3%

(ii) 2-3 m
onths old

3%
3%

(ii) m
ore than 3 m

onths old
93%

93%

R
ev 3

C
o

m
m

ercial R
ates

A
m

ounts collected at year end as a p
ercentage of am

ount due
93%

90%

R
ev 4

R
efuse C

h
arg

es

A
m

ounts collected at year end as a p
ercentage of am

ount due
N

/A
N

/A

R
ev 5

N
o

n
-D

o
m

estic W
ater C

h
arg

es

A
m

ounts collected at year end as a p
ercentage of am

ount due
52%

61%

R
EV

EN
U

E

R
O

A
D

S

In
d

icato
r

2004
2005

R
1

Local and regional roads surface dressed p
er annum

 (sq
uare m

eter)
273,607

381,00

Percentage of local and regional roads surface dressed p
er annum

2.72%
3.3%


