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Landscape Rationale 

 
The principal elements in the Proposals 

are :  

 

• The objective is to superimpose a low 

key footpath network with considered 

key nodes which allow for exploration 

and appreciation of the scenic landscape 

and the expanse of regenerating native 

and naturalized vegetation.  

 

• The intention is to form a considered 

network of defined circulation routes 

which harmonise with the existing re-

generating landscape and which offers 

the user a sequence of landscape experi-

ences as they progress through the site. 

 

• Educational aspects form a key part of 

the proposal. Based on the re-use of the 

landfill for amenity purposes interpre-

tive signage will highlight points of in-

terest based on local natural amenity, 

ecology and the scenic setting. 

 

• Key nodes form focal point resting and 

viewing areas. These have been strategi-

cally placed based on a considered  re-

view and analysis of the site (see analy-

sis insert attached) 

 

• The resting nodes act as key pivot 

points offset from the circulation path-

way within the natural open area, each 

offering a distinct focus and offering 

key views to the distant landscape and 

the bay. 

 

• The existing regenerating vegetation is 

retained throughout the site. The mid 

sized randomly distributed clusters of 

Ulex and juvenile Salix scrub provide 

partial spatial definition and aids in the 

creation of a sequence of exploratory 

experiences throughout the site.  

 

• Other educational proposals include de-

veloping habitat piles (hibernacular) to 

be built from the cleared Willow. The 

pond in the northern area will be en-

hanced with  the installation clay and a 

small berm, and will  be used to re-

house any fauna from other wet areas of 

the remainder of the site if developed. 

 

• Existing retained stands of Salix 

(Willow) provide vertical punctuation 

within the space. The irregular nature of 

the space creates interest coupled with 

the gradation in topography, gradually 

leads visitors to the north western cor-

ner of the site for key waterscape views.  

 

• A designated entrance space is proposed  

to link with a continuation of the south-

ern boundary roadside footpath. Budget 

depending, this recessed entrance zone 

is proposed to be framed by a circular 

stone wall and stone pier features. In-

corporated into the space is an interpre-

tive guide / sign together with a possible 

themed flagpole to highlight the en-

trance area.  

 

• Upon entering the site from the public 

road, the initial area which the proposed 

pathway passes through is currently 

overgrown with dense Willow. It is pro-

posed to clear of Willow / scrub in a 

meandering area offset 10 meters each 

side of the pathway to aid enticement, 

movement and direction into the open 

amenity area. Its is proposed that scrub 

establishment will be minimized in this 

are by future ongoing management re-

sulting in a lower level vegetated  ap-

proach.  

Node A 

Landscape Analysis 

Denotes viewing node or focal 

point location 

Denotes Primary Scenic Views 

Denotes Secondary intra-site 

Viewing sequence 

Denotes proposed Entry location 

Dense Willow Scrub 

Open  regenerating vegetation 

Location of previous com-

pacted machine track 

And associated compound 

Location of previous com-

pacted machine track 

Pond Area 

Early regenerating 

Willow scrub 

Mid level Gorse and 

shrubby vegetation 

Rock Armour Em-

bankments 

Low point  viewing 

area 

Mid level Gorse and 

shrubby vegetation 

Denotes Boundary Line of Public 

Amenity area 

Key :  

Public footpath and stone 

wall boundary 

• Area of Willow scrub allowed 

to regenerate and  progress in 

this area of un-level terrain 

Node B 

Node C 

Node D 

Node E 

Node F 

• Existing tree vegetation 

(primarily Willow) removed 

from 10 metre pathway offset 

• Entrance area consisting of 

stone wall reception space, 

associated signage and possi-

ble flagpole 

• Initial sequence through  

Willow scrub area 

Additional juvenile Willow 

planting to assist in screening 

of previous machine access 

track from proposed amenity 

area 

Existing clusters of develop-

ing scrub and Ulex vegetation 

managed over time to prevent 

excessive spreading in amen-

ity area 

Open views from amenity 

area to existing regenerative 

grassland / wildflower area 

Existing juvenile Willow scrub 

will provide visual buffering 

of industrial buildings over 

time. Optional supplement 

with occasional clusters of 

transplanted Willow. 

Gently curving pathway to 

provide a sequence of views 

and experiences through the 

amenity naturalised land-

scape 

Gently descending 

pathway to lower 

level viewing Node A 

Optional locations for 

future educational or 

contextual sculpture 

pieces 

Denotes Interpretive 

Signage locations  

with reference to 

vegetation, ecology 

and scenic views 

Interpretive sign at key 

junction 

Existing Pond area wetland effect 

enhanced by additional perimeter 

berming and incorporate adjacent 

interpretive ecological  panel 

Gaps cleared in scrub vege-

tation to allow for scenic 

views from proposed upper 

level viewing platforms 

Gaps cleared in scrub vege-

tation to allow for scenic 

views from proposed upper 

level viewing platforms 

Optimum views to Bay from 

Viewing node A 

Footpath extended to proposed 

entrance area 

Analysis map not to scale 

Area for proposed extension to existing public foot-

path to new entry point to amenity area 

Optional continuation of stone wall and pathway. 

Stone wall to form curved entrance / reception space 

Existing track way outside of amenity area boundary. 

Proposed buffering with transplanted Willows at up-

per end to minimise views 

View to industrial building swill be visually softened 

over time as juvenile Willow scrub matures 

Open view to establishing grassland / wildflower area 

and distant scenic views incorporated to best effect 

within amenity area layout 

Existing wildflower areas allowed to progress and 

develop unhindered.  

Key view to scenic bay from Node C.  Selected Ulex and Willow scrub cleared from upper 

level rock armour area to facilitate key views 

Key view to scenic bay from Node D. Selected Ulex 

Mid level Ulex scrub vegetation retained to create 

spatial definition through pathway network.  

Key scenic view from area on higher level ground in 

the vicinity of Node F 

Selected view to northwest captured from mid level  

Node B 

Existing pond / wetland area retained within the site 

and used as a focal point at pathway divide. Associ-

ated interpretive signage  to explain pond ecology 

View to existing track 

way minimized from 

proposed amenity area 

Previous compound 

area 

Previous works access 

point 

Suggested Styles for Viewing  / Resting Nodes.  Locally contextual natural stone finishes 

Budget Dependent 

Suggested Elements : 

Local stone informal wall 

seating area each Node 

Hoggin / 10mm to dust wa-

ter bound macadam path-

ways 

Low key interpretative sign-

age strategically placed at 

locations shown 

Denotes end point of existing 

footpath 

Note :  

 

Knotweed eradication programme to be implemented in advance 

and in tandem with proposed works.  

Precise footpath routes subject to on-site modification following 

on-site  verification of knotweed locations on the ground 

• Habitat piles (hibernacular) to 

be built from the cleared Wil-

low. 

• Interspersed 

Habitat piles 

(hibernacular) to 

be built from the 

cleared Willow. 

Habitat Piles created from 

cleared Willow 
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view and analysis of the site (see analy-

sis insert attached) 

 

• The resting nodes act as key pivot 

points offset from the circulation path-

way within the natural open area, each 
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key views to the distant landscape and 
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house any fauna from other wet areas of 

the remainder of the site if developed. 
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within the space. The irregular nature of 

the space creates interest coupled with 

the gradation in topography, gradually 
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ner of the site for key waterscape views.  

 

• A designated entrance space is proposed  

to link with a continuation of the south-

ern boundary roadside footpath. Budget 

depending, this recessed entrance zone 

is proposed to be framed by a circular 

stone wall and stone pier features. In-

corporated into the space is an interpre-

tive guide / sign together with a possible 

themed flagpole to highlight the en-

trance area.  

 

• Upon entering the site from the public 

road, the initial area which the proposed 

pathway passes through is currently 

overgrown with dense Willow. It is pro-

posed to clear of Willow / scrub in a 

meandering area offset 10 meters each 

side of the pathway to aid enticement, 

movement and direction into the open 

amenity area. Its is proposed that scrub 

establishment will be minimized in this 

are by future ongoing management re-

sulting in a lower level vegetated  ap-

proach.  
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Area for proposed extension to existing public foot-
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Optional continuation of stone wall and pathway. 

Stone wall to form curved entrance / reception space 
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within amenity area layout 
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Key view to scenic bay from Node C.  Selected Ulex and Willow scrub cleared from upper 

level rock armour area to facilitate key views 
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spatial definition through pathway network.  

Key scenic view from area on higher level ground in 
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Selected view to northwest captured from mid level  

Node B 

Existing pond / wetland area retained within the site 

and used as a focal point at pathway divide. Associ-

ated interpretive signage  to explain pond ecology 

View to existing track 

way minimized from 
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Previous works access 
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Suggested Styles for Viewing  / Resting Nodes.  Locally contextual natural stone finishes 

Budget Dependent 

Suggested Elements : 

Local stone informal wall 

seating area each Node 

Hoggin / 10mm to dust wa-

ter bound macadam path-

ways 

Low key interpretative sign-

age strategically placed at 

locations shown 

Denotes end point of existing 
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Note :  

 

Knotweed eradication programme to be implemented in advance 

and in tandem with proposed works.  

Precise footpath routes subject to on-site modification following 

on-site  verification of knotweed locations on the ground 

• Habitat piles (hibernacular) to 

be built from the cleared Wil-

low. 

• Interspersed 

Habitat piles 

(hibernacular) to 

be built from the 

cleared Willow. 

Habitat Piles created from 

cleared Willow 

Design Rationale : 

Please read in conjunction with attached Landscape Masterplan 
(Drawing 21/MOR/Scc/001)

The Proposed Development will consist of the remediation works 
and development of a new park located on the closed Finisklin 
Landfi ll site.  The total area of the Site will be 6.27ha, which the 
majority namely 4.8ha, will comprise of a new public park. The pro-
posed works will include the following:
• Remediation works including the installation of six (6No) biowin-
dows, one (1No) bioactive trench and increasing the thickness of the 
landfi ll capping layer within a localised portion of the Site, these re-
mediation works have been agreed with the EPA in accordance with 
requirements of CoA H0006-01; 
• Provision of a ca. 4.8 ha public park including 1,000m of a 3.5m 
wide walking track;
• Construction of an 18m2 viewing platform;
• Construction of a ca. 750 m2 car park, including 27No. of car 
parking spaces and 10No. of bicycle parking spaces;
• Demolition of a 4m2 single story concrete block hut;
• Modifi cations to the existing site entrance and provision of new 
gates;
• Provision of a new pedestrian entrance; and,
• Associated ancillary works including land grading, drainage 
works, landscaping, fencing and seating areas.

Objectives : 

The principal objectives of the landscape proposals are :  

• To create a layout which provides a visually and aesthetically 
pleasing context for exploration of the existing regenerating vegeta-
tion, which creates a distinct character and maximises views to the 
adjacent seascape and distant scenic landscape.  

• To provide a low key natural and contextual area which maxi-
mises the existing stands of rejuvenating Willow and Gorse scrub to 
best effect in conjunction with existing on-site features such as  ex-
tensive wildfl ower grassland  areas. 

• To optimise the subtle nature of the circulation route and resting 
nodes to emphasize pleasant views from the site and to ensure that 
negative views where possible are visually softened and integrated 
into pleasant surrounds. 

The aim is that the landscape layout will add to and positively rein-
force the naturalised character of the lands.

Design Ethos and Biodiversity Aspects

This design style is based on a sensitive enhancement of the site, 
using a controlled spatial arrangement, and a visual sequence of di-
recting focus and attention within the areas. This visually entices 
focus into the central wildfl ower grassland area and to the sea and 
mountain views after progressing through contrasting areas of semi 
enclosed Willow scrub upon entering the amenity area. Spatial dif-
ferentiation and view-point direction is achieved through the use of 
focal point seating and a viewing platform for punctuation within the 
design and the creation of clearly defi ned circulation routes offering 
a sequence of views to the best of the sites natural attributes.

The objective is to superimpose a low key walking track network 
with considered key nodes which allow for exploration and appreci-
ation of the scenic landscape and the expanse of regenerating native 
and naturalised vegetation. 

The intention is to form a considered network of defi ned circulation 
routes which harmonise with the existing regenerating landscape 
and which offers the user a sequence of landscape experiences as 
they progress through the site.  

Key nodes form focal point resting and viewing areas. These have 
been strategically placed based on a considered  review and analysis 
of the site and hinterland.

Landscape Design Rationale Landscape proposals in relation to proposed public park at Finisklin closed landfi ll Sligo. 

www.hayesryan.com www.hayesryan.com 

Kilmead, Athy, Co. Kildare. 
info@hayesryan.com

Tel 01- 6875095

Project :  Public Park at Finisklin closed Landfi llProject :  Public Park at Finisklin closed Landfi ll
Drawing No.  21/MOR/ SCC/ 002 Rev A
Date :  Occt 28th, 2021
Client : Malone O Regan Environmental / Sligo County Council
Notes :   Notes :   

The seating areas are located at key points offset from the circula-
tion pathway within the natural open areas, each offering a distinct 
focus and offering key views to the distant landscape and the bay.

The existing regenerating vegetation is primarily retained through-
out the site. The mid sized randomly distributed clusters of Ulex and 
juvenile Salix scrub provide partial spatial defi nition and aids in the 
creation of a sequence of exploratory experiences throughout the 
site.  

Existing retained stands of Salix (Willow) provide vertical punc-
tuation within the space. The irregular nature of the space creates 
interest coupled with the gradation in topography, gradually leads 
visitors along the footpath network to the north western corner of 
the site for key waterscape views. 

A designated entrance space is proposed to link with a continuation 
of the southern boundary roadside footpath. Car parking is provid-
ed as well as a separate pedestrian entry point from the public road 
area.

Upon entering the site from the public road, the initial area which 
the proposed pathway passes through is currently overgrown with 
dense Willow. It is proposed to clear of Willow / scrub  in this area 
where soil will be spread and to enhance with species rich grassland 
to aid in promoting biodiversity and in keeping with the all ireland 
Pollinator plan. 

It is proposed to surface the footpaths in a low key hoggin or water 
bound macadam surface or similar to future detail. Based on a mix-
tures of grit and fi nes, this self compacting surface will be unobtru-
sive on the landscape and will provide a suitable surface for pedes-
trians, children’s buggies etc.

The bio-window locations are strategically placed and lightly buff-
ered with a surround of low to mid sized regenerating planting so 
they integrate well into the setting.

A low key walking track network with consiered views is incor-
porated which allow for exploration and appreciation of the scenic 
landscape and the expanse of regenerating native and naturalised 
vegetation. The walking track is a generous width of 3.5m

Key seating areas form focal point resting and viewing areas. These 
have been strategically placed based on a considered review and 
analysis of the site.

On areas where soil is to be deposited (note no new soil will be im-
ported to the site), (see attached and also as outlined in engineers 
drawings), the existing scrub vegetation will be removed. It is pro-
posed to re-seed these areas with species rich grassland to aid in 
promoting biodiversity and in keeping with the all Ireland Pollinator 
plan. 

The resting nodes / seating areas act as key pivot points offset from 
the circulation pathway within the natural open areas, each offering 
a distinct focus and offering key views to the distant landscape and 
the bay.

A viewing platform is incorporated at a strategic point in the design. 
(Size 6 x 3 m). The intention is that this will be a feature area along 
the walking track route which harmonises with the existing regen-
erating landscape and which offers the user prime views to the sea 
together with a sequence of landscape experiences as they progress 
through the site.

In the future it is envisaged that other elements can be added to en-
hance the area over time budget permitting. These inlcude : 

• A central play zone ( designated 50 x 50m space). 

• Educational proposals include developing habitat piles (hibernac-
ular) to be built from the cleared Willow. 

• Signage may be added in the medium term.  Based on the re-use 
of the landfi ll for amenity purposes interpretive signage will high-
light points of interest based on local natural amenity, ecology 
and the scenic setting.
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The principal elements in the Proposals 

are :  

 

• The objective is to superimpose a low 

key footpath network with considered 

key nodes which allow for exploration 

and appreciation of the scenic landscape 

and the expanse of regenerating native 

and naturalized vegetation.  

 

• The intention is to form a considered 

network of defined circulation routes 

which harmonise with the existing re-

generating landscape and which offers 

the user a sequence of landscape experi-

ences as they progress through the site. 

 

• Educational aspects form a key part of 

the proposal. Based on the re-use of the 

landfill for amenity purposes interpre-

tive signage will highlight points of in-

terest based on local natural amenity, 

ecology and the scenic setting. 

 

• Key nodes form focal point resting and 

viewing areas. These have been strategi-

cally placed based on a considered  re-

view and analysis of the site (see analy-

sis insert attached) 

 

• The resting nodes act as key pivot 

points offset from the circulation path-

way within the natural open area, each 

offering a distinct focus and offering 

key views to the distant landscape and 

the bay. 

 

• The existing regenerating vegetation is 

retained throughout the site. The mid 

sized randomly distributed clusters of 

Ulex and juvenile Salix scrub provide 

partial spatial definition and aids in the 

creation of a sequence of exploratory 

experiences throughout the site.  

 

• Other educational proposals include de-

veloping habitat piles (hibernacular) to 

be built from the cleared Willow. The 

pond in the northern area will be en-

hanced with  the installation clay and a 

small berm, and will  be used to re-

house any fauna from other wet areas of 

the remainder of the site if developed. 

 

• Existing retained stands of Salix 

(Willow) provide vertical punctuation 

within the space. The irregular nature of 

the space creates interest coupled with 

the gradation in topography, gradually 

leads visitors to the north western cor-

ner of the site for key waterscape views.  

 

• A designated entrance space is proposed  

to link with a continuation of the south-

ern boundary roadside footpath. Budget 

depending, this recessed entrance zone 

is proposed to be framed by a circular 

stone wall and stone pier features. In-

corporated into the space is an interpre-

tive guide / sign together with a possible 

themed flagpole to highlight the en-

trance area.  

 

• Upon entering the site from the public 

road, the initial area which the proposed 

pathway passes through is currently 

overgrown with dense Willow. It is pro-

posed to clear of Willow / scrub in a 

meandering area offset 10 meters each 

side of the pathway to aid enticement, 

movement and direction into the open 

amenity area. Its is proposed that scrub 

establishment will be minimized in this 

are by future ongoing management re-
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Key view to scenic bay from Node C.  Selected Ulex and Willow scrub cleared from upper 

level rock armour area to facilitate key views 
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Mid level Ulex scrub vegetation retained to create 
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and used as a focal point at pathway divide. Associ-

ated interpretive signage  to explain pond ecology 
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Knotweed eradication programme to be implemented in advance 

and in tandem with proposed works.  

Precise footpath routes subject to on-site modification following 

on-site  verification of knotweed locations on the ground 

• Habitat piles (hibernacular) to 

be built from the cleared Wil-

low. 

• Interspersed 

Habitat piles 

(hibernacular) to 

be built from the 

cleared Willow. 

Habitat Piles created from 

cleared Willow 
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