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Investment in water services infrastructure has been primarily
driven by two factors, namely increased capacity required for
new developments and statutory regulations. The past decade
has seen increased demands in both these areas resulting in
substantial investment in new infrastructure. Some of the
main wastewater treatment projects which have been
completed over the last ten years are as follows:

- Sligo Wastewater Treatment Plant - €37m

- Enniscrone Wastewater Treatment Plant - €5m

- Ballysadare Wastewater Treatment Plant - €2.5m

- Coolaney Wastewater Treatment Plant - €1.6m

- Dromore West Wastewater Treatment Plant -

€1.7m

- Carney Wastewater Treatment Plant - €1.5m

- Gurteen Wastewater Treatment Plant - €1.5m

- Aclare Wastewater Treatment Plant - €2.5m

- Cloonacool Wastewater Treatment Plant - €2.5m

- Easkey Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade -

€0.5m

The future is equally demanding for Water Services in Sligo,
with an investment programme estimated in excess of €200M
required to deliver the necessary infrastructural
improvements.
New schemes
Contracts are ready to be signed for the bundled Tubbercurry,
Grange, Strandhill & Ballinafad Sewerage Scheme’s project.
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Sligo County Council is currently awaiting the granting of loan
approval from the Department (DEHLG) to meet the Councils
contribution to the cost of this DBO contract. Immediately on
receipt of loan approval Sligo County Council will be in a
position to sign the contract and proceed to the construction
phase.

Kilsellagh

Empounding
Resevoir

A further 17 schemes are currently in the planning phase,
including Lough Talt Water Supply Scheme and North Sligo
Water Supply Scheme’s as well as sewerage schemes at
Carraroe, Cummeen, Ballinacarrow, Cliffoney, Ballintogher,
Bunninadden and Ballymote amongst others.

At Sligo County Council’s monthly meeting on 6th July it was
confirmed that Sligo County Council considers the Tubbercurry
Scheme a priority, and the Council is in regular contact with
the Department of the Environment regarding loan approval for

the scheme.
(Continued on page 10)
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Challenges

This programme of investment in Water Services is much

needed, however it does pose significant challenges for Sligo

County Council, in particular the funding required for the non- 3

domestic marginal cost element of capital projects. Similarly, C0““Cll POC“S
the costs for operating and maintaining these modern new

facilities to the highest standards will increase their annual

budgetary requirements. For example the estimated Operation

and Maintenance costs for Sligo Main Drainage and the

Enniscrone bundle, in 2009, are almost €2M. Nonetheless, Sligo

County Council is committed to working with all stakeholders in
order to deliver this programme in a cost effective and

Recently Completed Sligo Main Drainage Wastewater Treatment Plant

A Back to Contents



August 2009

2. eContact

The volunteers who assisted the Junior
Achievement Programme have been honoured at
an Awards ceremony in County Hall. Junior
Achievement is a voluntary organisation which
works with public and private bodies throughout
Ireland, delivering a range of science and
enterprise programmes for students aged 5-18
years.

The Cathaoirleach of Sligo County Council Councillor
Gerry Murray welcomed the fact that 12 staff members
of Sligo County Council have taken an active role in the
current phase. ‘As well as learning about science and
enterprise, the programme is also very important in
terms of personal development. There is a welcome
focus on inter-action and team work throughout the
programme, and this helps build self-confidence and
develop social skills. When we talk about the role of the
local authority in the community, this is the sort of
project we should try and encourage, as it has very real
benefits for the students taking part. The Junior
achievement programme provides a great foundation for

the future, and the skills acquired by the students will
serve them well in the years ahead.’ Cathaoirleach also
commended the volunteers who serviced the
programme. ‘Our volunteers embraced the Junior
Achievement model with great enthusiasm, and their
contribution is greatly appreciated by the students.’

L/r Back row - Siobhan Kelly Junior Achievement Ireland, , Rita McNulty
Director of Services, Junior Achievement Volunteers Bernie Flynn,
Eamon Fox, Dolores McDonagh, Siobhan Gillen, Eimear O’Sullivan &
James Haugh. L/r F/R - Della Clancy, Junior Achievement Ireland,
Cathaoirleach ClIr Gerry Murray, Caroline Collery Sligo Local Authorities
& Patricia Friel

(Continued on page 12)
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The Mayor of Sligo Councillor Jim McGarry feels that ‘This
initiative has shown remarkable progress in recent years,
and great credit is due to the many volunteers working
tirelessly behind the scenes to deliver the programme in
schools around our county. In my view there was never a
greater need for initiatives such as Junior Achievement, as
it dovetails the class-room experience of teachers with
the practical work experience of participating staff
members. Today’s students face a number of challenges,
especially as they come to a stage where they have to
make important carer choices. Anything we can do to help
them in this process is to be welcomed, and given the
success of this year’s programme, it is fair to assume it
will be expanded in the year’s ahead. The economic
landscape means that the workplace is becoming an
increasingly challenging environment, and we should focus
our attention on providing any support, guidance and
encouragement we can.’

Junior
Achievement

Ireland

Sligo Local
Authorities’ staff
who took part in the
2009 Junior
Achievement

Ll Programme accept

their Certificates
from Cathaoirleach
Clir Murray.
Clockwsie from top
- Dolores McDonagh,
Siobhan Gillen,
James Haugh,
Caroline Collery,
Bernie Flynn,
Eamon Fox, &
Eimear O’Sullivan
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The 2008 Budget sought the
introduction of a €200
annual charge on secondary
residences. This charge will
be payable to the local
authority in whose area the
property concerned is
located. Below are a list of
questions and answers to
help explain the details of this new charge.

What types of properties are liable for the NPPR
charge?

The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 starts from a position
where it applies a charge to all owners of all residential property
but goes on to exclude certain property or buildings from the
definition of "residential property" and it also provides certain
exemptions from the concept of ownership.

The most significant exemption is for a property which is the
sole or main residence of the person who owns it. Residential
property that has never been either sold or used as a residence

is also exempt as is certain social housing. There are also limited
exemptions where a person is moving house and, in the process,
owns two houses for a relatively short period. Other exemptions
deal with local authority housing, shared ownership housing (with
a housing authority), some heritage buildings and, in certain
circumstances, joint ownership of a property after a divorce or
separation agreement. Residential property liable for commercial
rates is also exempt (although few instances of such properties are
anticipated).

The Act should be consulted about these exemptions. The main
types of residential property that are liable for the charge are
private rented property, vacant property (except new but unsold
residences) and holiday homes.

How much is the charge?

The charge is set at an annual level of €200 with a late penalty of
€20 per month applicable.

It is payable to the city or county council in which the residential
property liable for the charge is located or you can pay it
electronically at www.nppr.ie. or in person at your local
authority. You will need a credit or debit card to pay the charge
using the web-site but you can also pay by cheque.
Cash will not be accepted. You must also make a declaration of
ownership of the property in question.

(Continued on page 14)
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To pay your NPPR charge online you will need
@ Your PPS number

(%) The address of your NPPR property(s)
3) Your laser card or credit card details.

Can | pay for multiple properties?

Yes, you can pay for multiple properties in the online system.

to login to the NPPR online system

When does the charge apply? What is a
liability date?

Liability to pay the charge is determined on the basis of
ownership of the property in question on a single day each year.
This date is called the "liability date". 31st July has been set as
the liability date in 2009. The charge must be paid within two
months of the liability date -30th September in 2009.

I own a mobile home. Is this liable for the
charge?

A mobile home is not liable for the €200 charge.

I no longer own an NPPR - what should | do?

If you no longer own an NPPR that you previously registered in
the system then you may remove your association with the

particular NPPR. This may be done on the NPPR details page.

Please note that the requirement for a local authority to be able
to provide a certificate upon request means that your historical
association with that NPPR will be maintained but it will not
show up in your currently registered NPPRs.

I own an apartment/bedsit. Am | liable for
the charge?

Apartment and bedsits are liable for the charge. Unless one of
the exemptions apply in your case e.g its your principal private
residence, you will be liable for the charge.

I'm moving house and own two properties on
a temporary basis — do | still need to pay the
charge?

The exemption in respect of a principal, private residence
applies in respect of one property only but the Act does permit
the payment of a refund in certain circumstances where a
person owns two properties on a liability date. The refund may
apply where a person, in the course of moving house, owns two
properties for a temporary period.

As stated, only one property can be a person's principal private
residence at any given time, and a charge must be paid where a
person owns a second property on a liability date even where
this has been acquired as part of the process of moving house. A

(Continued on page 15)
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refund can be applied for where the second property was
acquired within the year previous to the liability date in
question and where the first property is disposed of with six
months of the liability date in question.

I'm divorced/separated - am I liable to pay the
charge?

If a person is divorced or separated, judicial separation
agreement having been granted they will not be liable to pay
the charge where they reside in what used to be the family
home as their existing principal private residence. Where the
other party to the divorce or separation agreement does not
reside in the original family home but retains an interest in the
ownership of the property on foot of the divorce or separation
agreement, the Act provides that this person will not be liable
for the charge in respect of the interest that they retain in what
used to be the family home.

What's a declaration and what information
must | provide?

You must also declare your liability for the charge when you are
making the €200 payment. This declaration can be made
through the web-site or in writing on the approved form, as part
of the payment process in either case. In summary, you must
provide the:

- name or names of the owners of the property.

- address of the property.

- address for correspondence of the owner or
owners of the property
- personal public service number of the owner or
- owners of the property in the case of an
individual/s
- tax reference of the owner where the owner is a
company.
A tax reference number for a company can be either a reference
number on any return of income form or notice of assessment
issued to the company by the Revenue Commissioners or the
registration of the company under the Companies Acts.

What is a "'late payment fee™?

The Act provides that that, if a charge is not paid within a
month after the last date for payment, a late payment fee will
apply for every month or part of month that the €200 charge
remains unpaid. For 2009, this means that the late payment fee
will apply to all payments made after 31 October 2009. The late
payment fee amounts to €20 per month or part of a month. The
late payment fee will continue to roll up as long as the charge
remains unpaid and the amount involved can be substantial.

What happens if | don't pay?

A person who does not pay a charge within the relevant two
month period leaves themselves open to prosecution by the
local authority to whom the payment is due. A late payment

(Continued on page 16)
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fee will also arise if payment is not made within the one month
grace period - see above.

Furthermore, both the €200 charge and any accumulated late Com petiti on
payment fee will be a charge against the property concerned. This -
is likely to lead to difficulties in selling the residential property as tl me

the person buying it would become liable for any charges and fess
outstanding in respect of the property concerned.

Who pays the charge where a property liable
for the charge is owned jointly?

® Design your own poster, logo or slogan in conjunction with
Sligo Gum Litter Campaign.
Age limit under 16 years.

Liability falls on all co-owners but payment by any one co-owner ® Please post all entries to the following address:
discharges the Ilab"lty of all co-owners. EnVIronmentaI Ser\/lces Sectlon
What if I'm selling my house - how do | prove Sligo County Council,

that | have paid the charge? Unit 9, Cleveragh Business Park,
You can request the local authority to give you a certificate to this Sligo.

effect. This will be evidence of payment, and will formally Closing date is Tuesday, 8th September 20009.

discharge any liability in law for payment of the charge.

Bin your gum,

If you require any more information please see full details in the b

news section of our websites - www.sligococo.ie and
www.sligoborough.ie

Binyour gum,
not£150
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2009 Local Tidy Towns

- CATEGORY 2:
Competition Result Best Kept School: National
School
CATEGORY 1
Best Kept Housing Overall Winner: Killavil National School
Estate 1st Runner Up: St. Patrick’s National

School, Calry

2nd Runner Up: Collooney Girls National School

Special Merit Award: Colaiste lascaigh

A 1-30 Houses in Estate
Overall Winner: Willow Wood, Ballisodare

Runner Up: Hillcrest Park, Strandhill
B 31-60 Houses in Estate

i CATEGORY 3:
Overall Winner: Fort Haven, Coolaney Best Kept Shop Front/
Runner Up: The Meadows, Enniscrone Business
C 61+ Houses in Estate
Overall Winner: Gort na Si, Coolaney .
Overall Winner: McDermott’s Bar &
Runner Up: Woodbrook Heights, Ballisodare Restaurant, Castlebaldwin

Runner Up: S. McDermott & Son, Riverstown
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9 CATEGORY 4:
Best Waste Management
Initiative

Recycling Bring Bank

Overall Winner: Enniscrone

Joint Runner-Up: Strandhill Bottle Banks and Banada
L Bottle Banks

CATEGORY 5:
w Best Kept Street

Overall Winner: Enniscrone

Special Merit Awards: Riverstown, Coolaney &
Ballintogher

CATEGORY 6:

Open Space/Green or
Riverside Area

Overall Winner: Michael Corcoran Monument, Ballymote
Runner Up: Riverstown (Wishing Well)

A Grant will be awarded to Committees who have entered
the National Tidy Towns Competition, in recognition of the
valuable contribution they have made to their Communities.

Further information is available from Community and
Enterprise Office, Sligo County Council Development Centre,
Cleveragh Road, Sligo. Telephone 071 - 9111800.
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SLIGO COUNTY COUNCIL < SLIGO BOROUGH COUNCIL

Diary of Events :: August 2009

Corporate
5th Aug Special meeting of Sligo County Council, County Hall, Riverside, Sligo @ 11.00 am.
31st Aug Closing date for receipt of application forms for the Higher Education Grants Scheme 2009

Environment

August Design your own poster, logo or slogan in conjunction with Sligo Gum Litter Campaign. Closing date for
competition is Tuesday 8th September.

Community & Enterprise
31st Aug & 1st Sept National judging in Sligo for the 2009 Pride of Place Awards. Details as follows:
31st Aug - 10-12.30pm - Ballintogher Community Enterprise
2-4.30pm - Cranmore Community Co-Operative Society
5-7.30pm - Foroige CRIB Youth & Health café
1st Sept - 9.45-12.15pm - Diversity Sligo, Globe House
2-4.00pm - Belt Torc Co. Ltd, Moylough

(Continued on page 20)
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Diary of Events :: February 2008

Roads

12th Aug Public Consultation Meeting regarding the proposed pedestrian crossing locations in Ballymote Town -
Ballymote Court House from 3- 4pm.

Planning

19th Aug - 16th Sept Copies of proposed amendments of the Sligo Environs Draft development Plan 2010-2016 can be
inspected at the following locations -
Planning Office—Sligo Borough Council, City Hall - Mon-Fri 10.00am-4.00pm
Planning Office—Sligo County Council, Riverside - Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.00pm
Sligo County Library, Stephen St., Sligo - Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat 9.30am-5.00pm & Thur 9.30am-8.00pm
Sligo reference Library, Bridge St., Sligo Mon-Fri 9.30am-12.45pm & 2.00pm-4.45pm

Arts

13th Aug Closing date for receipt of applications for the Mayo County Council Public Art panel 2009-2011
24th July - 15th Aug Yeats Festival Sligo

29th Aug Warriors Festival

Communications
9th & 12th Aug  Council Focus airs on Ocean Fm @ 9.00am @ 6.40 pm (repeat programme) respectively.
10th Aug Podcast of Council Focus available on both Sligo County & Borough websites.

For regular updates on roadworks and other news, visit the Sligo Local Authorities’ websites at
and
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