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Appendix   A 
 
 
Strandhill: Record Of Monuments And Places 
 
The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a statutory inventory of sites and areas with accompanying 
maps on which sites and monuments are marked and numbered. The Record includes all known monuments, e.g. 
ringforts, megalithic tombs, castles dating to before 1700 AD, and some sites post-dating 1700 AD. A Zone of 
Archaeological Potential encircles each monument. The record also includes Zones of Archaeological Potential 
(ZAP). 

 
Monument 
reference number Townland Classification 

SL013 - 002 Killaspugbrone Ecclesiastical Remains 

SL013 - 00201 Killaspugbrone Church 

SL013 - 00202 Killaspugbrone Enclosure 

SL013 - 00203 Killaspugbrone Graveyard 

SL013 - 00204 Killaspugbrone Shrine 

SL013 - 00205 Killaspugbrone Burial(s) possible 

SL013 - 003 Killaspugbrone Court - tomb 

SL013 - 033 Carrowbunnaun Enclosure 

SL013 - 03401 Carrowbunnaun/Carrowdough Ringfort - raised 

SL013 - 03402 Carrowbunnaun Souterrain Tradition 

SL013 - 08801 Culleenamore Souterrain 

SL013 - 08802 Culleenamore Midden Site 

SL013 - 08901 Culleenamore Settlement Platform Site 

SL013 - 08902 Culleenamore Midden Site 

SL013 - 090 Culleenamore Barrow 

SL013 - 091 Culleenamore Midden 

SL013 - 109 Carrowbunnaun Settlement Hearth 

SL014 - 027 Killaspugbrone Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 029 Rinn (Car. By.) Ringfort - raised 

SL014 - 030 Larass or Strandhill Enclosure 

SL014 - 031 Tully (Car. By.) Knockaree ED Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 032 Tully (Car. By.) Knockaree ED Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 033 Tully (Car. By.) Knockaree ED Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 034 Scarden Beg Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 03501 Scarden Beg Moated site possible 

SL014 - 03502 Scarden Beg Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 068 Larass or Strandhill Enclosure 

SL014 - 069 Larass or Strandhill Enclosure 
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SL014 - 070 Carrowbunnaun Moated site possible 

SL014 - 071 Carrowbunnaun Enclosure 

SL014 - 07301 Tully (Car. By.) Knockaree ED Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 07302 Tully (Car. By.) Knockaree ED Souterrain possible 

SL014 - 074 Larass or Strandhill Cashel 

SL014 - 075 Larass or Strandhill - Knocknarea Nth. Enclosure 

SL014 - 077 Lecarrow (Car. By.) Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 078 Lecarrow (Car. By.) Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 079 Lecarrow (Car. By.) Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 080 Delisted (needs to be checked on the ground) 

SL014 - 082 Rathcarrick Enclosure 

SL014 - 083 Rathcarrick Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 084 Rathcarrick Ringfort (Rath/Cashel) 

SL014 - 088 Grange North Passage - tomb 

SL014 - 13501 Culleenamore Settlement Platform Site 

SL014 - 13502 Culleenamore Midden Site 

SL014 - 136 Culleenamore Standing Stone 

SL014 - 13701 Culleenamore Settlement Platform Site 

SL014 - 13702 Culleenamore Midden Site 

SL014 - 171 Grange North Enclosure(s) possible 

 
 
Zones of Archaeological Potential 
 

Monument 
reference number Townland Classification 

SL013 - 032 Carrowdough Midden(s) 

SL014 - 076 Knocknarea - North Archaeological complex 

SL014 - 076 Knocknarea - South  

SL014 - 07601 Knocknarea - South Passage Tomb 

SL014 - 07602 Knocknarea - South Enclosure 

SL014 - 07603 Knocknarea - South Cairn 

SL014 - 07604 Knocknarea - South Miscellaneous 

SL014 - 07605 Knocknarea - South Passage - tomb possible 

SL014 - 07606 Knocknarea - South Miscellaneous 

SL014 - 07607 Knocknarea - South Miscellaneous 

SL014 - 07608 Knocknarea - South Miscellaneous 

SL014 - 07609 Knocknarea - South Miscellaneous 

SL014 - 07610 Knocknarea - North Miscellaneous 

SL014 - 07611 Knocknarea - North Field Wall(s) 

SL014 - 07612 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 
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SL014 - 07613 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07614 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07615 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07616 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07617 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07618 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07619 Knocknarea - South Passage - Tomb      

SL014 - 07620 Knocknarea - South Enclosure possible 

SL014 - 07621 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07622 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07623 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 07624 Knocknarea - South Field Wall possible 

SL014 - 07625 Knocknarea - South  Hut Site 

SL014 - 07626 Knocknarea - South Hut Site 

SL014 - 081 Rathcarrick Enclosure      

 
 
 





Appendix   B 
 
 
 
Designated Natural Heritage Sites 
 
 

B.1   General information 
 
The three main types of designation are: 

- Natural Heritage Area, or NHA 

- Special Area of Conservation, or SAC 

- Special Protection Area, or SPA 

 
NHAs – Natural Heritage Areas 

This is the basic designation for wildlife. The process of formal designation of NHAs, from over 1100 areas 
proposed in 1995, has begun in 2002. Many NHAs have overlapping designations of SAC and/or SPA, as in the 
case of Cummeen Strand and Ballysadare Bay.  

It is possible for a landowner to object on scientific grounds to a proposed designation before the designation is 
confirmed. After allowing time for landowners to consider and, if necessary, appeal the proposed areas, the 
Minister will formally designate these sites.  

Prior to statutory designation, proposed NHAs are subject to limited protection, in the form of: 

- Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS) plans 

- ineligibility of NHA lands for certain grants, in particular for forestry grants 

- recognition of NHA values by planning and licensing authorities 

Under the Wildlife Amendment Act (2000), NHAs will be legally protected from damage from the date they are 
formally proposed. 

 
SACs – Special Areas of Conservation 

These prime wildlife conservation areas, considered to be important on a European, as well as Irish level, are 
chosen from the pNHAs, although a number of sites which are not yet NHAs have also been included. The legal 
basis for selection and designation of SACs is the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) transposed into Irish law 
in the European Union (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997. Sites that met criteria laid down by the EU 
Directive were identified by Duchas and proposed for designation. The Habitats Directive lists habitats (under 
Annex I) and species (under Annex II) that are required to be designated as cSACs within EU member states. 

 
SPAs – Special Protection Areas 

These sites are important to birds and often important for other types of wildlife. The EU Birds Directive 
(79/409/EEC) requires designation of SPAs for: 

- listed and vulnerable species 

- regularly occurring migratory species 
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- wetlands that attract large numbers of migratory birds each year. 

The Birds Directive lists birds (under Annex I) for which SPAs must be designated within EU member states.  

Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas collectively form part of Natura 2000, a network of 
protected areas throughout the European Union.  

 

The designation process  

The main steps of designating a site as a NHA, SAC or SPA are: 

1. Identification and mapping of the site. Designated area are chosen using previously existing knowledge 
(various publications and surveys); the NHA survey carried out in 1991-1994; continuing surveys by 
Duchas staff and contractors; inputs form NGOs, professional and amateur ecologists. 

2. Advertisement and notification of ‘European’ sites. Once a site has been identified, landowners are 
notified and it becomes a ‘proposed candidate SAC’ or a ‘proposed Special Protection Area’. Landowners 
are issued with maps that give details of the pcSAC or SPA boundary, on a scale where they can identify 
their own lands. A list of activities that might damage the wildlife interests of the site, and measures 
required to protect the site, is also provided. See below for ‘Notifiable Actions’.  Proposals for SACs and 
SPAs are also advertised in the local media. Relevant maps are also displayed for public viewing. Sites are 
legally protected once they are publicly advertised. 

3. Objections and appeals. Persons who have a legal interest in a site (owners or legal users) can make an 
objection or appeal against the inclusion of the respective site in a SAC, SPA or NHA. Objections or appeals 
must be made on scientific grounds. Appeals can also be made for the inclusion of lands. There are two 
stages in an appeal process: (a) to make an internal appeal, contact the Heritage and Planning Division – 
Nature Conservation Designations Appeals Section of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government (DoEHLG), 7 Ely Place, Dublin 2, or the local National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
Ranger, DoEHLG (b) where an internal appeal is unsuccessful, the appellant may have the case referred to 
an External Appeals Board, which is appointed and reports directly to the Minister of Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government. 

4. Designation. Three months is allowed by law for objections to the proposal to designate a site, but in 
practice objections are given full consideration even after the formal time limit has expired.  

Details on each proposed SAC are transmitted to the EU Commission, after which it is called a ‘candidate 
SAC’. All the European cSACs are examined by representatives of member states, independent scientists 
and NGO representatives. Once approved by the EU Commission, the sites will be formally designated by 
the Minister. 

SPAs are designated by the Minister without reference to the EU.  

NHAs are designated by the Minister without reference to Europe. 

 
The impact of designation on land use 

In most cases where lands are included in a SAC, SPA or NHA, farmers will not have to change their farming 
practices; it is more likely that they will be requested to carry on in the traditional way. Where necessary, the 
National Parks and Wildlife Section of the DoEHLG consults with landowners and advises them on appropriate 
changes that need to be made. Where a farmer is required to take particular action to protect the wildlife interest 
of the site, compensation may be payable, either through the Rural Environment Protection Scheme, or based on 
a National Parks and Wildlife (DoEHLG) farm plan. 
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Developments likely to cause significant damage to the wildlife importance of a designated site are not allowed. 
The only exception allowed in SACs and SPAs are for reasons of over-riding public interest, in the absence of 
any realistic alternative. 

 

‘Notifiable Actions’ 

Certain activities are restricted within SACs and can only be carried out with the permission of the Minister for 
ELG. These are called ‘Notifiable Actions’ and vary depending on the type of habitat that is present on the site. 
Landowners are sent copies of the notifiable actions that are relevant to their lands. 

For example, for a sand dune area, notifiable actions include: 

- removal of sand 

- dumping 

- ploughing, reseeding or fertilising 

- supplementary feeding of livestock 

Where a landowner has a current approved plan under the Rural Environmental Protection Scheme (REPS), or 
an equivalent scheme, the landowner need only notify the Minister of activities not covered in the plan. A 
landowner can appeal a refusal of consent for a notifiable action by contacting the National Parks and Wildlife 
Head Office – Site Protection Unit, 7 Ely Place, Dublin 2. 

 

Planning applications 

Planning authorities are required by law to ensure that developments in their area do not cause any significant 
damage to SACs and SPAs. Developments likely to cause significant damage to the wildlife importance of a 
designated site will not be allowed. 

Local authorities are provided with maps of conservation sites in their areas and are required by law to 
incorporate these into their development plans and local area plans. If a development is likely to have an adverse 
effect on the habitats or species on a site, the National Parks and Wildlife Section of the DoEHLG, through the 
Development Applications Section, may suggest alternative approaches, or can recommend that a planning 
application be rejected. 

 

B.2   Designated sites adjoining Strandhill Plan area 
Adjoining the Strandhill Plan area there are five areas each subject to at least one type of designation. The 
boundaries of different designations do not coincide, although there is considerable overlapping between cSAC 
and SPA in the cases of Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay and Ballysadare Bay. The designated areas are listed 
below and Table B.2 provides details referring to the main wildlife/bird species and habitats for which these sites 
are important. 

cSAC – Candidate Special Areas of Conservation adjoining Strandhill Plan area: 

♦ Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) 

♦ Ballysadare Bay 

SPA – Special Protection Areas adjoining Strandhill Plan area: 

♦ Ballysadare Bay 

♦ Cummeen Strand (Sligo Harbour) 
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pNHA – Proposed Natural Heritage Areas adjoining Strandhill Plan area: 

♦ Knocknarea Mountain and Glen 

♦ Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) 

♦ Ballysadare Bay 

 

 

Table B.2 

Designated Nature Conservation Sites in the Strandhill Plan area 

 

Relevant legislation 
Wildlife 

(Amendment) 
Act 2000 

EU Birds Directive EU Habitats Directive 

Site 
Code Description pNHA SPA Annex I         

bird species cSAC Annex I   
habitats 

Annex II   
species 

1670 Knocknarea 
Mountain and 
Glen 

 
  

4035 Cummeen Strand 
(Sligo Harbour)  

 Great Northern 
Diver, Whooper 
Swan, Golden 
Plover, Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Chough 

 
 

4129 Ballysadare Bay  
 

 Whooper Swan, 
Golden Plover, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Red-throated 
Diver, Great 
Northern Diver, 
Peregrine, Ruff,  
Kingfisher 

 
 

627 Cummeen Strand / 
Drumcliff Bay 
(Sligo Bay) 

    
Fixed Dunes  
(Grey Dunes) 
Marram Dunes 
(White Dunes) 
Estuaries 
Tidal Mudflats 
Embryonic 
Shifting Dunes 

Phoca vitulina
Vertigo 
angustior 

622 Ballysadare Bay  
    

Fixed Dunes  
(Grey Dunes) 
Marram Dunes 
(White Dunes) 
Estuaries 
Tidal Mudflats 
Embryonic 
Shifting Dunes 
Dune Slack 

Phoca vitulina
Vertigo 
angustior 
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