PEACE 111 PROGRAMME

Sligo Peace & Reconciliation Partnership Committee – a sub-committee of Sligo County Development Board

PEACE 111 Programme
‘To reinforce progress towards a peaceful and stable society and to promote reconciliation.’ 
Priority 1: Reconciling Communities 
Theme1.1 Building positive relations at the local level: Under this theme the programme will support projects and activities that will facilitate relationships on a cross- community and / or cross-border basis to assist in addressing issues of trust, prejudice and intolerance and in accepting commonalities and differences. 

The PEACE 111 Programme is a distinctive European Union Structural Funds Programme aimed at reinforcing progress towards a peaceful and stable society and promoting reconciliation. It will assist Northern Ireland and the Border Region and will specifically focus on reconciling communities and contributing towards a shared society. 
The Programme will carry forward key aspects of the previous Peace Programmes – (PEACE I and II) and will have a continued and renewed emphasis on reconciliation.

The eligible area for the PEACE 111 Programme 2007 – 2013 is Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland (the Border Region comprises counties Louth, Monaghan, Cavan, Leitrim, Sligo and Donegal). 
County Development Boards will deliver Priority 1 Theme 1.1 Building Positive Relations at the local level and through the Peace & Reconciliation Partnership Committee will develop the local Peace and Reconciliation Action Plan under this priority.
Projects must demonstrate the following cross cutting themes: Cross border co-operation, Equality, Sustainable development, Impact on poverty & Partnership.

The budget allocation for PEACE 111 is significantly reduced from the previous PEACE programmes. To ensure maximum impact from the reduced budget the SEUPB anticipates that the new programme will make larger grants to a smaller number of applicants. 
Development of Sligo Peace & Reconciliation Action Plan

To develop the Action Plan, public consultations were held from 1st – 3rd April, 2008 in a number of venues – Enniscrone, Tubbercurry and Sligo. The consultations sought to engage as wide a range of public, private and community & voluntary organisations as possible and elicit their views on issues in Sligo in relation to reconciliation, sectarianism, racism, conflict resolution and mediation. 

Written submissions were also encouraged by means of a Consultation Paper which was available on the Sligo County Council web site and from a dedicated e-mail address i.e. peaceactionplan@sligococo.ie


A number of consultations have also been held with members of the Partnership Committee. 

The Action Plan will become the framework for the implementation of activities that focus on reconciliation, cultural diversity and equality. The Action Plan aims to challenge attitudes towards sectarianism and racism and to support conflict resolution and mediation at the local level. 
The draft Action Plan was submitted to Border Action on 24th April, 2008 and will submitted to the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) on 12th May, 2008.
The Draft Peace & Reconciliation Action Plan as submitted to SEUPB is available to be downloaded from the following link:  
You can e-mail any comments on the plan to peaceactionplan@sligococo.ie or in writing to Rita McNulty, Community & Enterprise, Sligo County Council, Development Centre, Cleveragh Road, Sligo.
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