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ARCHAEOLOGY – ARCHITECTURE – BIODIVERISTY - LANDSCAPES - SEASCAPES - GEOLOGY, HERITAGE 
GARDENS AND PARKS – PLACENAMES – FOLKLORE - TRADITIONAL CRAFTS & SKILLS, MUSEUMS & 
ARCHIVES - LOCAL HISTORY - TRADITIONS. 
 

 
Welcome to the Sligo Heritage eZine, which has been compiled by the Heritage Office of 
Sligo County Council.  The objective of the Heritage eZine is to encourage heritage activity 
and provide support for heritage initiatives in County Sligo.  It is hoped that the monthly 
Heritage eZine will facilitate greater access to heritage news, events and information across 
the county. 
 
If you are an organisation, community group or individual with an interest in Sligo’s heritage, 
the Sligo Heritage Office is keen to hear about forthcoming heritage projects, news and 
events to include in the monthly Sligo Heritage eZine. 
 
To have your event/news listed in the July 2008 Sligo Heritage eZine please forward your 
information, before the end of June, to heritageezine@sligococo.ie for inclusion. 
 
Please forward to anyone you feel may be interested in the Sligo Heritage eZine . 
 
If you wish to be removed f rom this monthly eZine please email to 
heritageezine@sligococo.ie  with ‘Remove’ in the subject box.   
 
Best Wishes 
The Heritage Office, Sligo County Council 
 
Heritage Office, Sligo County Council, Riverside, Sligo, Ireland 
T:  071 9111 255   E: heritage@sligococo.ie 
F : 071 9141 119   W : http://www.sligococo.ie/Services/Heritage/ 
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1. EVENTS 
 
 BIRD WATCH IRELAND (SLIGO BRANCH) 
HTTP://WWW.SLIGOBIRDING.COM/ 
 
……………………………… ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
SLIGO FIELD CLUB 

JULY OUTING: THE HIDDEN STORIES & PLACES OF STREEDAGH BEACH 

Leader: Mark Keane 
Sunday, 6th 2.15pm 
Meet at: Near the Spanish Armada memorial 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

The Bird Atlas 2007-11 
The mapping of Ireland's and Britain’s Birds continues 

Click here to download information [PDF 224K] 

……………………………… ………………………………………………………………….. 

Nature Surveys 

Make sure the nature you see doesn't go unnoticed! Take part in one of the many nature 
surveys happening around Ireland. Click here 

……………………………… ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Whale Watch Ireland 2008 
Sunday August 24th  
 
Why not take part in national whale watch day on Sunday 24 August by j oining the Irish 
Whale and Dolphin Group on one of 16 land based whale watches from headlands around 
the Irish coast between 2 and 5pm. 
This annual, all-island event, organised by the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group (IWDG) in 
association with Inís Cologne is free and for all. All the watches will be led by experienced 
IWDG personnel, who will show you how to identify some of the 24 cetacean species (whales, 
dolphins and porpoises) that can be seen in Irish waters. 
Please contact your local organiser for further details (Miriam Crowley 087-6171377) or visit 
www.iwdg.ie 
 
 
 

………………………………… ………………… ………………………………………… ………………… ……………. 
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EVENTS AT THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND 
 
The National Museum of Ireland (NMI) has extensive collections, exhibitions, outreach and 
Education programmes. It is a resource for people of all ages providing a wide range of 
opportunities for life long learning and for the discovery and enjoyment of Ireland’s rich 
heritage. The National Museum is located on four sites, three in Dublin and one in Co. Mayo. 
For further information on current events and ac tivities check out the following websites: 
 
NMI– Archaeology & History, Kildare Street, Dublin   www.museum.ie/archaeology 
NMI – Decorative Arts & History, Collins Barracks, Dublin   www.museum.ie/decorative/ 
NMI – Country Life, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.  www.museum.ie/countrylife 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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2. HERITAGE NEWS 
 

HERITAGE WEEK 2008 – 24TH to 31ST AUGUST. 

REGISTER YOUR EVENT!  

This year the theme for Heritage Week is ‘Yesterday’s Tomorrow Today’. It aims to promote 
and celebrate the idea that to have a vision for the future we need to understand and 
appreciate the past.  Indeed, everything we do today impacts on how we will live tomorrow. 
With this in mind, any events that celebrate the great work that is ongoing around the country 
which aims to conserve and develop our natural, built and cultural environment, for a positive 
sustainable future, will fit the theme. 

Note; the theme is intended as a guide only and any events which celebrate our Heritage will 
be welcomed for inclusion in the Heritage Week programme of events. 

Events can be registered quickly and easily on the web at www.heritageweek.ie, or contact the 
County Sligo Heritage Office at 071 91 11255, e-mail heritage@sligococo.ie to request a 
registration form. Closing date for registration is 27th June, 2008. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
COUNTY SLIGO COMMUNITY HERITAGE GRANT AWARDS 2008 
 
The annual Community Heritage Grant Awards 2008 took place on May 21st, 2008 at 7.00 
pm. For full details visit: www.sligococo.ie/Services/Heritage/NewsandEvents/  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
NEW ARCHAEOLOGY WEBSITE  

The National Monuments Service website (www.archaeology.ie) of the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government has been recently updated with detail from the 
Archaeological Survey of Ireland records. The descriptions of monuments contained in a 
number of published archaeological inventories have been uploaded to the website, including 
those for the Archaeological inventory of County Sligo. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

MUSEUM AWARDS 2008 - 2009  

The Heritage Council of Ireland and the Northern Ireland Museums Council are happy to 
announce the reinstatement of the Museum Awards.  Full application forms and detailed 
information will be available shortly at: www.museumsireland.ie   For further information 
contact: The Heritage Council on + 353 (0) 56 7770777 / martina@heritagecouncil.com 
The Northern Ireland Museums Council: +44 (0) 28 90550215 /  info@nimc.co.uk 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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SPRING WATCH 2008 
Hedgehogs & Frog Spawn Sightings wanted. 
read more » 
Visit the Biology website at http://biology.ie/ to register your sightings and view other spring 
time activities. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
NATIONAL BUTTERFLY MONITORING PROGRAMME FOR IRELAND 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) is co-ordinating a National Butterfly Monitoring 
Programme for Ireland.  These animals are useful indicators of changes in our environment 
and biodiversity and, also, indicators of climate change. There is a severe lack of long-term 
data on Ireland’s biodiversity and this programme will fill some of this gap, providing important 
information on the state of Ireland’s butterflies. 
 
There are 32 species in Ireland and they are relatively easy to identify. Monitoring butterflies 
by the transect method involves a fixed-route walk (45-60 minutes) with recordings being 
taken on a weekly basis during the summer.  It is essential that the walk is a fixed route, as 
this enables direct comparisons and trends of butterfly occurrences on a year to year basis.  
 
If you are interested in setting up a transect in your area, please contact Stefanie Fleischer at 
sfleischer@biodiversityireland.ie or Eugenie Regan at eregan@biodiversityireland.ie for more 
information. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
NATURE'S WEB NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2008 

   
The Spring 2008 Issue of the Nature's Web Newsletter, an exciting newsletter for 
children, has been posted on the web. www.naturesweb.ie 

   
The newsletter is produced by Sherkin Island Marine Station, Sherkin Island, Co. Cork, 
Ireland www.sherkinmarine.ie and sponsored by PharmaChemical Ireland.  
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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3. TRAINING 

MASTERS DEGREE IN ARTS & HERITAGE MANAGEMENT. 
A new course commencing in September 2008 at Waterford Institute of Technology. For 
further details and an application form, please contact Dr. Rachel Finnegan, Head of Creative 
and Performing Arts, WIT rfinnegan@wit.ie or tel. 051 302281 (closing date for receipt of 
applications 6th June, 2008). 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

CONSERVATION ACCREDITATION 

As part of its ongoing support for raising standards in Irish conservation (objects based) the 
Heritage Council actively supports accreditation of conservators. To that end i t is anxious to 
provide financial support for those, on its panel of conservators, actively seeking accreditation 
and needing support for the process. For further information please contact: 
hmaguire@heritagecouncil.com 

CONSERVATION PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

As part of its ongoing support for Irish Conservation (objects based) the Heritage Council is 
anxious to provide CPD bursaries for all practicing conservators (members of IPCRA) to 
attend CPD and related courses at West Dean College, West Sussex. Details of courses are 
available at: www.westdean.org.uk 

Course at other institutions, of good standing, may also be considered. For information on the 
financial support available please contact: hmaguire@heritagecouncil.com.  

...more 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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4.  JOBS & TENDERS 
 

CONSULTANCY REPORT 
MARITIME STORAGE FACILITIES 
The Heritage Council Museum and Archives Committee together with the Maritime 
Committee. A study required on the costs and logistical implications for providing storage 
facilities for maritime collections across Ireland. Closing date: 27th June, 2008  
Click here to download details [PDF 116K] 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE SERVICES 

NATURAL SCIENTIST PANEL 

The National Parks & Wildlife Service regularly requires the service on contract of scientists, 
in a wide range of disciplines relating to the conservation and protection of Ireland's flora and 
fauna and their habitats. Accordingly, NPWS maintains a panel of suitably qualified scientists. 

For further information see http://www.npws.ie/en/WorkwithNPWS/NaturalScientistPanel/ 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

AUDIT OF FARM BUILDINGS SURVEY 2008  
Galway County Council & Galway County Heritage Forum  
Deadline for receipt of Proposals is 4pm on Thursday 19th June 2008 

> > Further information  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

AUDIT AND INVENTORY OF HERITAGE BOATS IN COUNTY GALWAY  
Galway County Council & Galway County Heritage Forum  
 

Deadline for receipt of Proposals is 4pm on Thursday 19th June 2008 

> > Further information  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

MARITIME STORAGE FACILITIES  
The Heritage Council Museum, Archives Committee and the Maritime Committee.  
Closing date: 27th June, 2008 

> > Further information  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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5. CONFERENCES 

CONFERENCE – 
CAVAN/BREIFNE IN THE LATE MEDIEVAL/EARLY MODERN PERIODS 
 
Cavan County Museum, Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan. To book telephone Cavan County 
Museum on 049 8544070 or email bscott@cavancoco.ie. Full details of the conference are 
available: www.irishmuseums.org/museumnews 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS OF COUNTY DONEGAL  
SEMINAR  
 
Culdaff & Inishowen, Co. Donegal. Saturday June 21, 2008 
 
> > Further information  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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6. UPCOMING EVENTS 

SLIGO FIELD CLUB 

JULY/AUGUST OUTING TO: YEATS INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL  

A Visit to Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery 
Leader: Martin A. Timoney 
Date TBD 1.15pm 
Meet at: Carrowmore Visitor Centre car park 

AUGUST NATIONAL HERITAGE WEEK 

24th - 31st Lectures and outings to be arranged 
Details to be published in early June  

SEPTEMBER LECTURE: THE DOWNFALL OF HAGAN: SLIGO RIBBONISM IN 1842 

Lecturer: Jennifer Kelly, Dept. of History, NUI Maynooth 
A book in the NUIM series to be launched Summer ‘08 
Friday, 26th 8.15pm 
Venue: Sligo Education Centre 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
WAC-6 SIXTH WORLD ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONGRESS,  
 
Dublin (29 June to 4 July, 2008)  
At the upcoming World Archaeological Congress (WAC) to be held in Dublin members of the 
Discovery Programme, in association with international partners, are hosting of a number of 
sessions across a range of  themes. For more information on individual sessions click on the 
links below:-  

‘Revealing relict landscapes in Europe’s North Atlantic fringe’ Rory McNeary & Brian Shanahan  

‘Out of the Shadows: 3D capture technology in Archaeology’ Anthony Corns & Robert Shaw  

‘The archaeology of depositions in lakes, rivers and bogs’ Christina Fredengren; Sophie Bergerbrant  

'Wetland archaeology and movement I: travel, trackways and platforms in bogs, mires and marshes' 
Ingelise Stuijts; Andrea Vianello; Nora Bermingham; Cathy Moore; Claire Anderson  

'Wetland archaeology and movement II: travel and communications along waterways' Andrea Vianello; 
Ingelise Stuijts; Nora Bermingham; Cathy Moore; Claire Anderson  

'Medieval Materializations' Niall Brady: John Soderberg For more information on the World 
Archaeological Congress 2008 click on the links below:-  

WAC–6 Homepage         

 WAC–6 Paper proposals  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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MUC MHARA - IRELAND'S SMALLEST WHALE 
2ND IWDG INTERNATIONAL WHALE CONFERENCE 19-21 SEPTEMBER 2008 

FITZPATRICK CASTLE HOTEL, KILLINEY, CO DUBLIN 

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group are pleased to announce their forthcoming conference on 
Ireland's smallest whale - Muc Mhara or the harbour porpoise. The harbour porpoise is the 
smallest of all Irish cetaceans and the most abundant and widespread. Harbour porpoise can 
be seen in all Irish coastal waters including off Howth and Bray Heads and Killiney Bay/Dun 
Laoghaire in Co Dublin. The harbour porpoise is recognised within Europe as being a species 
of major conservation concern and hence is included on Annex II of the EU Habitats Directive, 
which requires member states to designate sites for its protection. Despite this, little is known 
about their ecology and due to their small size and elusive nature its' conservation importance 
is often overlooked bookings will be taken from mid-March but you can register your interest 
in the conference by e-mailing us at conference@iwdg.ie 

For those interested in staying at the Fitzpatrick Castle Hotel please contact them directly to 
arrange a booking at 01 230 5556 or by e-mail reservations@fitzpatricks.com or on their 
website www.fitzpatrickcastle.com  

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
THE SOCIETY FOR FOLK LIFE STUDIES - ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Muckross House, Killarney, Republic of  Ireland 18th – 21st September 2008 
Click HERE to download draft programme and booking form [PDF 92K] 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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