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Micheal Flatley and his wife Niamh with Mayor Councillor McGoldrick, 
Town Clerk John McNabola and guests 

MICHAEL FLATLEY 
NEW FREEMAN OF 
SLIGO BOROUGH 
Michael Flatley has been conferred with the 
honour of Freeman of Sligo Borough following a 
ceremony in City Hall on Monday 25th February.  

In his address Mayor Councillor Jonathan McGoldrick 
recalled Michael’s many achievements during his prolific 
career, encompassing successes in the world of Irish 
music, dancing, and sport. ‘Michael Flatley was born 

with a strong work ethic which he used in developing his 
talents with unsurpassable dedication and commitment. 
Although born in the vast United States of America, he 
grew up in a strong Irish culture, and the guidance of his 
parents engaged him in Irish music and dancing.’ 

The Mayor talked about Michael’s visits to City Hall. ‘He 
competed in this building in Feis Shligigh in the years 
between 1976-1979 and won the Markievicz Cup on three 
consecutive occasions. He also won outright the West of 
Ireland trophy as Senior Champion in Sligo Feis Ceoil.’ 

The Mayor formally  welcomed Michael Flatley ‘on to 
that relatively short but outstanding roll of persons who 
have been admitted to the Freedom of the Borough.’ 
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Michael & Niamh 
Flatley during the 

ceremony in City Hall 

Mayor of Sligo 
Councillor 
Jonathon 

McGoldrick, Ray 
MacSharry, 
Freeman of 

Sligo, Senator 
Marc 

MacSharry, 
Michael Flatley, 
Councillor Tom 

MacSharry & 
Niamh Flatley 

SLIGO LIBRARYS’ 
BOOK OF THE MONTH  
FRIDAY NIGHTS  
by JOANNA TROLLOPE 
It's Eleanor who starts the Friday 
nights. From her window she sees two 
young women, with small children, 
separate, struggling and plainly lonely - 
and decides to ask them in, and see 
what happens. What happens is that a 
group gradually forms, a group of six 
different and disparate women, who 
become a circle of friends. They range 
in age from Jules, who is twenty-two and wants to be a 
DJ, to Eleanor herself, who is a retired professional and 
walks with a stick. They include one wife, three 
mothers, three singletons and five working women. They 
all of them, variously, value Friday nights. And then one 
of them meets a man - an enigmatic significant man - 
and the whole dynamic changes. The bonds that have 
been so closely forged are tested - and some of them 
break. With wit and warmth, Joanna Trollope explores 
the the complexities, the sabotages, and the shifting 

 

Mayor of Sligo Councillor 
Jonathon McGoldrick, 

Freeman of Sligo, Michael 
Flatley with Cathaoirleach of 

Sligo County Council, 
Councillor Seamus Kilgannon 
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DELIVERING  
FOR SLIGO   
Mayor of Sligo Councillor Jonathan McGoldrick 
told his guests at the 2008 Mayor’s Ball that the 
Sligo Borough Council ‘will continue to deliver 
for the people of Sligo.’  

The Mayor highlighted the Council’s recreation and 
amenity programme as one of the city’s most important 
initiatives. ‘While the streetscape of Sligo is being 
transformed, change and progress are being delivered 
without compromising our quality of life. Our exciting 
recreation and amenity programme has seen the 
enhancement of many areas of our city and has given a 
great lift to many communities. The opening of the new 
recreation area at Seaview Park was a special privilege  

for me, and I was proud to officiate as Mayor at the 
opening of this wonderful facility.’ 

The Mayor believes that Sligo is ideally positioned to 
maintain the progress of recent years ‘our ability to plan 
and deliver major infrastructural projects conveys a 
confident message to existing and potential businesses that 
the Sligo Local Authorities have  a leading role to play, and 
that we will work with the commercial sector to ensure 
Sligo is a prime location for enterprise and sustainable 
development.’ 

RTE visits Sligo Fire 
Station 
Sligo Fire Service 
recently launched an 
initiative to assist 
distressed children at 
the scene of traffic 
accidents. The Trauma 
teddy bears are 
available for use by fire 
service personnel, and 
can help alleviate 
distress in certain situations. The scheme was featured 
in RTE’s News 2Day children’s programme on Wednesday 
27th February.

 

Joe McCann, Sligo 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 

Angela Farrell, 
Sligo 

Toastmasters and 
Mayor Councillor 

Jonathon 

Stephen Carroll from RTE’s News2day with 
students from Sligo School Project on a 

recent visit to Sligo Fire Station 
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Mayor of Sligo, Councillor Jonathon Mc Goldrick, his wife Stacey  with 
Minister Jimmy Devins at the SHOUT Ball 

Mayor Promotes 
SHOUT Organisation 
MAYOR Councillor Jonathon McGoldrick has paid 
tribute to the members of the  ‘SHOUT’  
organisation for their work in promoting this  
hugely important issue to the people of the 
northwest” 

The Mayor pointed out that through the committee’s 
efforts the issue of oncology services has remained very 
much to the fore, and that the Publicity and information 
campaign has galvanised communities by actively 
supporting cancer patients and their families. He also 
pointed out that ‘SHOUT’ has also played a leading role 
in generating funding for facilities in the region, 
including hostel facilities for patients and their families 
travelling for radiotheraphy treatment in Galway, and 
has been instrumental in providing funding for 
complimentary therapies such as reflexology. 

The Mayor summarised by saying “your over-riding 
objective is to enhance oncology facilities for patients, 
and to deliver a new patient support centre in Sligo. The 
people of Sligo and the northwest have shown their 
appreciation of your committee by supporting your 

various fundraising campaigns.  While there is a 
commendable level of goodwill towards the ‘shout’ 
committee, this has to be translated into ongoing, 
tangible support. I think it is fair to say the people of 
Sligo and the Northwest hold your committee in great 
esteem. They concur with your stated objectives, they 
admire your ability to articulate their views, and they 
share your passionate conviction concerning this worthy 
cause.” 
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Reception for Sligo 
Green Dragons 
Mayor Councillor Jonathan McGoldrick has 
acclaim the achievements of Sligo Green Dragons 
at a recent reception held in their honour. He 
also applaud the fact  that while they have 
excelled in every competitive arena, it is to their 
credit that they measure success in participation 
and enjoyment rather than victory. 

Mayor McGoldrick noted in his speech “in recent years 
there has been a discernible broadening in the spectrum 
of sporting activity, and young people in particular are 
willing to explore and embrace new sports, new past-
times. I think a factor driving this trend is a strong 
preference for actively engaging in sport and recreation 
rather than being passive spectators.  

He went on to say “this is illustrated by the remarkable 
progress of the Sligo Green Dragons under the guidance 
of its founder, John Sweeney. John has almost single – 
handedly taken this club from its initial modest 
membership to its current status as one of the 
acknowledged leaders in this discipline. 

 

J o h n 
c o r r e c t l y 
identified a 
y e a r n i n g 
among young 
people in the 
community, a 
n ee d  t o 
achieve a 
le ve l  o f 
fitness, expertise and proficiency in martial arts. Anyone 
who has been fortunate enough to benefit from john’s 
instruction will appreciate that Martial Arts are just one 
facet of this organisation – they acquire other life skills 
such as self- discipline, confidence, leadership and 
teamwork, skills that will serve them well in the years 
ahead.” 

In October 2007 The Green Dragons travelled to Italy to 
participate in the World Championships. To their credit 
to the athletes and their coaching staff that they won 
thirty individual gold medals at the games, an incredible 
achievement that rightly attracted plaudits from the 
sports media. 

In concluding Mayor McGoldrick summarised with “On 
behalf of the people of Sligo, can I commend you on the 
scale of your achievement, and I wish you every success 
wherever this exciting path takes you. 
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Readers and Writers 
Festival 
The Arts Department of Sligo County Council 
announced the programme of events for a new 
Readers & Writers Festival to take place on 
Friday 7 and Saturday 8 March in Sligo and 
Tubbercurry with an exciting programme of 
events and readings for both children and adults.  

An entertaining event as part of the festival will be a 
reading for children in Tubbercurry Library on Friday 7 at 
1pm. It is said that when Julie O’Callaghan reads her 
poems to teenagers … teachers eavesdrop. The secret to 
her success as an acclaimed children’s writer is that, far 
from writing down to young people, her poems totally 
identify with them. Whether writing a poem about the 
pleasures and terrors of being home alone or a short 
lyric about a nasty asteroid, Julie O’Callaghan’s poems 
are devastatingly accurate and hugely entertaining.   

On Saturday 8th March, one of the highlights for 
participants of this year’s inaugural festival is the 
Masterclass in Reading Poetry which will take place in 
the Yeats Building and is open to Writers, Readers and  

 

Those Who Want to Know What Poetry is All 
About. Guides Ted and Annie Deppe will 
present poets and poems that have changed 
their lives. This class is designed to help 
participants deepen their reading lives is a 
masterclass in falling in love with poems. 
Through a close exploration and reading of 
a number of poems, the doors of poetry will 
be gently opened. Book a place today on 071 
911 1980. 

A great book worth ‘seeing’ and reading is the work of 
Kids Own Publishing Partnership together with the school 
students in Coolock, Co. Dublin. For this project Sligo 
writer, Mary Branley, helped children meditate and 
visualize places the children had in mind. Over a few 
weeks, they constructed these places as installations. 
They collaborated in small groups and then wrote about 
these special places, and how they felt. The installations 
serve as illustrations for poems and prose expressing how 
children feel about these worlds of their own. The 
children also wrote about how the experience changed 
them, and how they also learned how to work in small 
group situations. 

 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Community & Enterprise 
 

28th March Closing date for receipt of applications for Community & Voluntary General Grant Scheme 2008 at 
4.00pm. 

28th March Closing date for receipt of applications for Burial Ground Grant Scheme 2008 at 4.00 pm 

 
Sligo County Community Forum 
26th March Conference “Revitalising Communities” Sligo Park Hotel from 8 – 10pm 

 

 

 

For regular updates on roadworks and other news, visit the Sligo Local Authorities’ websites  

at www.sligococo.ie and www.sligoborough.ie  
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